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2,000-PAGE REPORT REVEALS IMPACT OF ATLANTIC YARDS 

State big to Brooklyn: 
You’re Manhattan now 


Clock starts on 66-day 'review' of massive Yards project 



Yards 


protest 

rallies 

2,000 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

More than 2,000 people — all hot 
and bothered by Bruce Ratner’s plan to 
build 16 skyscrapers and a 18,000-seat 
basketball arena in Prospect Heights — 
assembled Sunday at Grand Army 
Plaza in the largest opposition rally 
since Ratner’s Atlantic Yards proposal 
was unveiled three years ago. 

The protestors — toting bicycles, dogs, ba- 
bies in stylish papooses, and skyscraper-em- 
blazoned signs furnished by Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn — crowded around a 
makeshift stage at the entrance to Prospect 
Park and cheered Atlantic Yards foes who 
ranged from the elected to the absurd. 

In the latter category, Reverend Billy and 
his Stop Shopping Gospel Choir compared 
Bruce Ratner to the Devil. 

Somewhere in the middle were actors 
Steve Buscemi and Rosie Perez. Buscemi, 
a fixture on the anti-Ratner circuit, began 
his speech with the first-ever airing of an 
unnamed political poem that began, “Roses 
are red/1 like William Shatner/But 1 am op- 
posed/to the Atlantic Yards project.” 

For her part, Perez implored her pal, rap- 
per and Atlantic Yards investor Jay-Z, to 


“do the right thing.” 

“Jay-Z needs to slow down a bit and 
look at what it is really being proposed,” 
Perez said after stepping off the stage. 

“[Ratner needs to] build a better plan be- 
cause this one isn’t benefiting the poor,” the 
millionaire movie star added. 

And among the elected officials, City 
Councilman Charles Barron (D-Canarsie) 
stood out, calling the project “instant gentri- 
fication,” bringing up concerns that the “su- 
permall” would be super-white and drown 
out political support for black leaders who 
have traditionally mled at the polls there. 


“Do the math,” Barron told The Brook- 
lyn Papers after coming down from the 
stage. “The economic formula for this de- 
velopment means that 90 percent of the 
people moving in are going to be white.” 

It was clear from the anti-project crowd 
that surrounded Barron that the area is get- 
ting whiter and will likely continue to do so 
as more luxury development is built. 
Though most of the speakers selected by 
DDDB were black, the majority of their au- 
dience wasn’t, again demonstrating the or- 
ganization’s difficulties in tapping into ac- 
tivist networks in the area’s minority 


communities. 

Most of the support that Atlantic Yards 
has, after all, has come from blacks (and 
elected officials whose districts are far from 
the mega-project). 

Noticeably absent from last week’s rally 
were many of the very people caught in the 
middle: the rent-stabilized tenants who live 
in Ratner-owned buildings in the Prospect 
Heights footprint that the developer will 

The tenants have been offered help find- 
ing new apartments and have been guaran- 
See PROTEST on page 5 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Atlantic Yards will cost more to build and benefit the public less 
than Bruce Ratner said it would — and carry with it environmental 
impacts that can not be mitigated, a state analysis disclosed this week. 

But the state’s development czar said the publicly subsidized mega-de- 
velopment would be worth the price because it advances the Manhat- 
tanizaion of Brooklyn. 

“We are a city of skyscrapers,” said Charles Gargano, chairman of the Em- 
pire Stale Development Corporation, which released tbe project’s Draft Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement on Tuesday. “We are a city of towers.” 

Now, he says, it’s time the towers came to Brooklyn. 


Gargano promised that if signif- 
icant environmental impacts of the 
16-skyscraper, 18,000-seat arena, 
residential, hotel, retail and office 
complex can’t be mitigated, the 
state “will respond.” 

Coinciding with Tuesday’s re- 
lease of the 2,000-page analysis, 
Gargano’s ESDC formally en- 
dorsed the project. 

The action begins a 66-day peri- 
of public “review.” 

Beyond the project’s size and 
scale, the DEIS revealed the fuzzy 
math behind Atlantic Yards. 

Instead of generating $2. 1 billion 
in tax revenue over the next 30 
years, as Ratner promised in pro- 
motional materials and press releas- 
es, the plan certified Tuesday shows 
that the project would gross just 
over $1.9 billion — $1.1 billion for 
the state and $845.5 million for the 
city — over the next 40 years. 

After subtracting $500 million 
in subsidies already committed by 
the state and city, the overall bene- 
fit to the public drops to $1.4 bil- 
lion over those 40 years — $35 
million a year split between the 
state and city. 

“[The tax revenue shortfall] is 
big, it’s not a small difference,” 
said Evan Thies, a spokesman for 
City Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights). 

Forest City Ratner Vice Presi- 
dent Jim Stuckey downplayed the 
discrepancy in projected public 
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benefit, calling the state’s calcula- 
tions “conservative.” 

In addition to the shrinking pub- 
lic benefit, the project’s costs are 
ballooning. Now Ratner’s project 
would cost at least $4.2 billion, up 
from an initial $2.5-billion pricetag, 
itself inflated to a more-recent 
$3.5-billion figure. 

Stuckey said the cost of the 
decade-long construction project has 
jumped due to “a general increase in 
prices,” and an “incredible amount 
of design work” by Frank Gehry. 

“Now we have a better idea of 
what the project will cost,” he said, 
adding that Ratner paid more than 
anticipated for homes, businesses 
and shops within the footprint. 

Stuckey declined to reveal the 
company’s projected profits from 
the project. 

Forest City Ratner has main- 
tained that the project’s mammoth 
size — which the New York Ob- 
server reported Wednesday would 
be the most densely populated area 
in the United States — was neces- 
sary in order for the company to 
make a reasonable profit, provide 
affordable housing and build public 
space. 

No members of the ESDC board 
raised any objections to the project’s 
See TOWERS on page 5 



famously incorrect clocks. 


Four-faced liar 

Borough's top clock slow on the uptick 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The four-sided clock atop the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank — 
easily Brooklyn’s most-recogniza- 
ble building — is broken. And only 
time will tell when it will be back in 
business. 

Not only are all four faces studded 
with bumt-out lightbulbs, but the hands 
all display different times. 

On a recent Wednesday night at 
10:31, the clock’s south side read 11:55, 
its eastern face read 9:30, its north face 
read 2:10 and the western face couldn’t 
even be read because the bulbs on one 
hand were completely extinguished. 

Mechanically, there’s no excuse for 
such problems, because the clock fea- 
tures a single motor with four axles that 
run the hands. 

It’s not the first time that the clock has 
been down for the count. It didn’t work 
for most of the 1970s and 1980s — a fit- 
ting symbol of Brooklyn’s decline, some 
said — until then-owner Republic Na- 
tional Bank sunk millions into renovat- 


ing its landmark property. 

Time — the right time — healed all 
wounds. But then the clock slowed 
down again. 

“When we bought the building, we 
were told that the clock would be the 
biggest headache and that’s turning out 
right,” said Andrew MacArthur, a 
spokesman for the Dermot Company, 
which is converting the landmark into 
luxury condominiums. 

MacArthur blames the problem on 
“gear stuff,” refuting a popular local 
myth that the high winds atop the tower 
throw off the clock’s hands. 

Not everyone is upset at the clock, 
seeing its quirkiness as a symbol of an 
off-beat borough. 

“When you see two different faces it 
is like seeing two different paintings,” 
said Robert Goldstrom, an artist who has 
chronicled the clocktower in more than 
50 watercolor paintings. 

“I have an affection for its current 
state of misoperation,” he said. 

— Ariella Cohen 



He knows how to cool it! 


Ayveq, the famously frisky walrus at the New York Aquarium in Coney Island, found a nice way to beat the heat 
this week, playing with one of his balls in a nice, cool bath. A spokeswoman for the Aquarium said that all the 
animals get toys to play with — "though Ayveq has another toy he loves to play with." 
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Loose 
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AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,^ 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or paste#' 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 

@ LS 

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 
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• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans J 

available and Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized 
as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 
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j FOR DENTURE! j 718-833-6895 
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The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 

Services customized to meet your needs. 
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Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 
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Robert F. Cranford 6f Eva J. Cranford 


World-Class 
Reproductive 
Medicine 

In the world 
of high-tech 
fertility treatment, 
understanding all the 
options available can 
be daunting. 

At Genesis, we want you 
to focus on your dreams, 
while we focus on the medicine. 



If you are trying to have a baby, the solution 
to your problem may be easier than you imagine. 


Richard V. Grazi MD and David B. Seifer MD 
are participating providers of Aetna, Blue Cross, 
Cigna, GHI, Oxford, The Empire Plan and United 
Healthcare. 
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GENESIS 


1355 84th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11228 
Tel: 718-283-8600 
www.genesisfertility.com 


LEGAL NOTICE 


Notice of Formation of Avenue X Dental, PLLC. Arts of 
Organization filed with Secy of State NY (SSNY) on 
7/21/2005. Office location: Kings County. PLLC formed for 
the practice of professional dentistry. SSNY designated as 
agent of PLLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process c/o SCOTT J. STEINER, 
P.C., 2 WILLIAM STREET, SUITE 302, WHITE PLAINS, NEW 
YORK 10601. BP28 


Nuts! Gunman robs 
health food store 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A popular Remsen Street 
health food store was robbed 
by a gunman who pulled out 
his weapon, ordered customers 
to the side, and handed the 
cashier a note at around 4:30 
pm on July 15. 

The thug’s note — “Give me 
all your money” — prompted 
the cashier to hand over $1,783. 

The perp then ran from the 
store, which is between Court 
and Clinton streets, and jumped 
into a waiting white four-door 
sedan driven by an accomplice. 

The car’s license plate be- 
gins with “J47,” police said. 

Unsafe at home 

A thug followed a woman 
into a high-rise apartment 
building on Henry Street on 
July 11, took the elevator with 
her to the sixth floor and then 
pushed his way into her apart- 
ment when she unlocked the 
door, police said. 

The robber grabbed the 
woman’s bag, containing her 
wallet, but the wallet was later 
found in the stairwell of the 
building, which is near Love 
Lane, with nothing missing. 

Houdinis at work 

A clever thief stole the wallet 
of a man who said he had se- 
cured his billfold with a combi- 
nation lock in the locker room 
of a building on Remsen Street 
near Clinton Street on July 1 1 . 

And two days later, the same 
thing happened in a YMCA 
locker room on Atlantic Avenue. 

In the first incident, cops say 
the thief “used unknown meth- 
ods” to open the lock and pluck 
the wallet. 

The victim lost $20 and 
credit cards in the 6 pm theft. 

In the second incident, a pil- 
ferer picked a combination lock 
at 4:30 pm and helped himself to 
$30, various ID cards, credit 
cards and a cellphone. 

Looked away 

A woman shopping in a Ful- 
ton Street discount store around 
5 pm on July 1 1 put her wallet 
down for a second — which 
was just long enough for a thief 
to help himself to it, police said. 

The woman lost $70 in U.S. 
currency and $100 in her native 
Trinidadian bills. She also lost 
her visa and various documents 
from Trinidad and Tobago, 
where she lives. 

Bad trip 

A Dean Street woman 
picked a bad time to go on a 
business trip. When she re- 


turned on July 6, she discovered 
that thousands of dollars in jew- 
elry had been stolen. 

The door of the apartment, 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets, had been pried open and 
her jewelry box — contammg 
two antique rings valued at 
$3,000, one pair of diamond 
earrings valued at $1,500 and 
20 pairs of much-cheaper 
baubles — were gone. 

Old car taken 

A 1995 Jeep Cherokee was 
stolen sometime between 6 pm 
on July 12 and 1 pm the next 

The owner told police that she 
parked the car in front of 77 
Gold St., near Front Street, but it 
was not there when she returned. 

The vehicle has a Blue Book 
value of virtually nothing. The 
police report put its value at $0 
— small consolation to its ear- 
less owner. 


Rough request 

A 16-year-old boy was 
mugged at the comer of Willow 
and Pineapple streets on July 1 1 
at 4:30 pm, police said. 

The boy, who lives nearby, 
told cops that two older kids ap- 
proached him and demanded a 
dollar. The teen actually had $5 
on him, which was promptly tak- 
en. Unsatisfied, the two older 
boys rifled the teen’s pockets, but 
found nothing else to steal. 

Bad night out 

After relaxing in a bar at 
Bergen and Hoyt streets early 
on July 15, a woman discov- 
ered that a thief had lightened 

The woman told cops that 
she’d put the bag down shortly 
after midnight; when she re- 
turned a few hours later she 
found that it no longer contained 
her money, her cellphone or her 
credit cards. 


Before she could cancel the 
cards, they had been used to 
purchase Metrocards at a near- 
by subway station, cops said. 

Bad dog! 

A dog was an accomplice to 
a robbery late on July 14, when 
two men — and the pooch — 
surrounded a man and stole his 
iPod. 

The man was walking to- 
wards his apartment on Jay 
Street in DUMBO when the 
two men approached. One of 
the men — the one without the 
dog — punched the victim and 
took the device while the other 
man and the dog stood watch. 

The victim did not give cops 
a good description of the perps, 
but did say the dog was black. 

Nice co-worker 

Two female transit workers 
got into a fight at the end of 
their workday on July 14, but 
continued the fight onto the 
platform of the Clark Street 
subway station, where one of 
the workers stabbed the other 
with a ballpoint pen, cops said. 

After the 11 pm incident, the 
20-year-old victim returned to 
the token booth and called the 
cops, but the perp was gone by 
the time police arrived. 

Police say they know the iden- 
tity of the 19-year-old suspect. 

Play leads to burg 

While a woman played with 
her children in a basement on 
Beard Street, near Richards 
Street, a robber came through a 
first-floor window and made off 
with a laptop, police said. 

The 42-year-old victim said 
the thief slipped inside through 
an open window, unnoticed, . 
Too bad the family recently re- 
moved the screen at their home, 
which is near Richards Street. 

The robber took a $2,500 
portable computer and a black 
purse between noon and 1 pm on 
July 12. 

Bad dream burg 

No, it wasn’t just a bad 
dream. But it could have been a 
nightmare. 

A President Street couple 
where startled awake at 3 am 
on July 2, when the vision of a 
burglar appeared at their win- 
dow, police said. The stranger 
stood on their fire-escape as he 
wrenched free the screen on the 
bedroom window, in an apart- 
ment building between Henry 
and Clinton streets. 

Luckily, a locked window — 
and the couple’s alertness — 
kept the prowler from coming 
any further. 
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By Sara Vogel 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The old adage goes, “If you 
can’t say something nice, 
don’t say anything at all.” 

But one 33-year-old nice guy 
found out that even compli- 
ments can have consequences. 

The man alleges that while 
walking down Myrtle Avenue 
near Vanderbilt Avenue at around 
7 am on July 15, he told a man 
with a turquoise t-shirt and blue 
jeans that he liked his dog. 

A polite, “Thank you,” 
would have surely sufficed, but 
in a show of gratitude for the 
kind words, the pet-owner de- 
tached his dog’s leash from the 
collar and whipped it into the 
man’s face. 

Stunned, the victim, his face 
swelling, stumbled down Myr- 
tle Avenue towards Washington 
Avenue where he stopped a 

Cops arrived and searched the 
neighborhood for the disgrun- 
tled dog-walker, but he was not 

High-speed chase 

A 42-year-old man with a 
knife accosted a 19-year-old man 
taking a stroll on Myrtle Avenue 
before midnight on July 14, lift- 
ing $70 in cash before speeding 
away on foot towards Navy 
Street — but he didn’t get far. 

The victim spotted a cop 
nearby and shouted, “That guy 
just robbed me!” prompting the 
officer to chase and apprehend 
the alleged mugger. The money 
was not recovered — the perp 
threw the $70 into a rain gutter, 
cops said — but the suspect 
was arrested. 

Gunned down 

A 27-year-old man was fatal- 
ly shot in the chest by an 
unidentified gunman in the 
Walt Whitman Houses at 
around 5 am on July 16. 

Police said the shooter was 
one of three masked men who 
may have been looking to rob 
the victim, but an investigation 
of the homicide is ongoing. 

A quick lift 

A woman exited the B25 bus 
at Fulton Street and Grand Av- 
enue at 8 pm on July 14 to find 
that a stealthy pickpocket had 
lifted her wallet right out of her 
handbag. 

The billfold held several 
credit cards, department store 
cards and her driver’s license. 

Got witness? 

Perps woke up early — close 
to 4 am — on July 10 to steal 


POLICE BLOTTER 


parts off a silver Nissan Maxi- 
ma parked near Vanderbilt and 
Park avenues. 

Little did they know, a female 
witness was watching the whole 
misdeed. She called the cops and 
described the three thieves in 
such detail that cops were quick- 
ly able to identify the suspects. 

The men were found hiding 
out in a car with a fourth accom- 
plice. The cops pulled the four 
men — ages 21, 19, 19, and 17 
— out of the car and recovered 
the stolen headlight and grill. 

The men were arrested for 
grand larceny and the property 
was returned to the owner of 
the Nissan. 

Calling all cars 

A 47 -year-old Virginia man 
who let his 22-year-old nephew 
borrow his red Infinity sedan on 
July 13 ended up losing the car 
and his cellphone to a thief. 


The nephew had left the car 
on North Portland Avenue, near 
Auburn Place, at around 2:30 am. 
Hours later, the nephew called his 
uncle’s cellphone, but instead of 
the familiar voice of his relative, 
he heard the voice of the perp on 
the other end. 

The kicker? 

The man on the phone was 
in the uncle’s car, which he had 
also stolen. 

Cops searched the neighbor- 
hood, but spotted neither the 
red sedan nor the cellphone. 

Classic burg 

A 28-year-old woman re- 
turned to her apartment on Fort 
Greene Place at 8:45 am on 
July 13 to find her home had 
been ransacked. 

The burglar had smashed 
through the woman’s apartment 
door and helped himself to a 
laptop computer. 
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One neighbor said she heard 
noise in the hallway, but did not 
get a good look at the thief, 
who is at large. 

Gun menace 

A 21 -year-old man who re- 
fused to give two men a dollar 
found himself looking down the 
barrel of a silver handgun on 
July 12 — and promptly giving 
up his entire wallet. 

The victim lost $7, a bank 
card, and his Social Security 
card in the robbery. 

The two perps fled in oppo- 
site directions from the crime, 
which took place at the comer 
of Myrtle and Clermont av- 

Cops followed the two men 
through Fort Greene Park, but 
lost track of the gun-toting 
thieves. 

Old car taken 

For some reason, a thief who 
lusted after a 1995 Jeep Chero- 
kee stole the car sometime be- 
tween 6 pm on July 12 and 1 
pm the next day. 

The owner told police that she 
parked the car in front of 77 
Gold St., near Front Street, but it 
was not there when she returned. 

The vehicle has a Blue Book 
value of virtually nothing. The 
police report put its value at $0 
— small consolation to its ear- 
less owner. 

Bad dog! 

A dog was an accomplice to 
a robbery late on July 14, when 
two men — and the pooch — 
surrounded a man and stole his 
iPod. 

The man was walking to- 
wards his apartment on Jay 
Street in DUMBO when the 
two men approached. One of 
the men — the one without the 
dog — punched the victim and 
took the device while the other 
man and the dog stood watch. 

The victim did not give cops 
a good description of the perps, 
but did say the dog was black. 

Unsafe at home 

A thug followed a woman 
into a high-rise apartment 
building on Henry Street on 
July 11, took the elevator with 
her to the sixth floor and then 
pushed his way into her apart- 
ment when she unlocked the 
door, police said. 

The robber grabbed the 
woman’s bag, containing her 
wallet, but the wallet was later 
found in the stairwell of the 
building, which is near Love 
Lane, with nothing missing. 
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World-Class 
Reproductive 
Medicine 



In the world 
of high-tech 
fertility treatment, 
understanding all the 
options available can 
be daunting. 

At Genesis, we want you 
to focus on your dreams, 
while we focus on the medicine. 

If you are trying to have a baby, the solution 
to your problem may be easier than you imagine. 

Richard V. Grazi MD and David B. Seifer MD 
are participating providers of Aetna, Blue Cross, 
Cigna, GHI, Oxford, The Empire Plan and United 
Healthcare. 

, vjL/ . 1355 84th Street 
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191 Atlantic Avenue / 718-488-5529 


66 Water Street, DUMBO, Brooklyn 

Available for private parties or corporate events 

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com 
Reservations: (718) 625-9352 
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for Dinner 

• Pasta Bar 

• 9” Pizzas 
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Downtown Brooklyn 
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Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 

Services customized to meet your needs. 

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 
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Jackie’s place 


Friends and family of late great Park Slope community 
activist Jackie Connor cheered on Saturday, July 15, as 
the corner of Carroll Street and Seventh Avenue — her 
"office" — is renamed in honor of the lifelong Slope 
gadfly. Connor, who died in March, would have cele- 
brated her 64th birthday that day. —Ariella Cohen 


On the Towns 

Two try to unseat incumbent Ed 


By Sara Vogel 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

The race to unseat long- 
time Rep. Ed Towns is the 
David — and David — 
and Goliath story of 2006. 

As in the Biblical story, the 
two men trying to defeat 12- 
term incumbent Towns (D-Fort 
Greene) — City Councilman 
Charles Barron (D-Canarsie) 
and Assemblyman Roger 
Green (D-Fort Greene) — are 
carrying tiny slingshots of 
cash while Towns has a how- 

According to federal disclo- 
sure forms released last week, 
Towns has $407,427 on hand 
to wage the fight, while the 
two Davids in this story — 
Barron and Green — have 
$68,285 and $4,848 respec- 
tively. 

But Barron’s not worried: 
“Money’s extremely impor- 



tant. It can get you some mail- 
ings and Election Day opera- 
tions. [But] it’s the people that 
vote, not the money.” 

Barron pointed to Towns’s 
squeaker victory over virtually 
unknown attorney Barry Ford 
in 1998 as evidence that mon- 
ey isn’t everything. In that 
campaign. Towns had 
$650,000 to Ford’s $250,000, 
and won the seat by a 52-47 
percent vote. 

But when Ford lost to 
Towns again in 2000, it was 
by a greater margin, and 
Towns had raised $1.5 million 
to Ford’s $300,000. 

Towns’s lucre will fund ra- 
dio ads and a mass mailing, he 
said. The incumbent said the 


Teen robs man twice 


By Brendan Mysliwiec 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

A middle-aged man mug- 
ged on Fifth Avenue on July 
10 knew his victim well — 
it was same 14-year-old 
hoodlum who had mugged 
him four days earlier. 

The young thug, who was 
accompanied by another 14- 
year-old, caught up with the 
victim between Warren and 
Baltic Streets and demanded 
his cellphone, saying, “Give us 
your phone or I’ll hurt you.” 

He then shoved the victim’s 
face and said, “Remember me 
from last time? I will hurt you 
again,” before running off. 

With the help of the victim, 
two suspects were apprehend- 
ed later that day, police said. 

Picture perfect 

An artistically minded thief 
managed to get away with 
over $5,000 worth of photog- 
raphy equipment on July 11. 

The victim, a 37-year-old 
resident of Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens, told police that she 
had left the bag, itself worth 
$350, by the rear door of a pho- 


POLICE BLOTTER 


tography store on Sixth Av- 
enue, near Union Street, and 
didn’t see the theft because she 
was working at a computer fac- 
ing away from the door. 

PPW car theft 

A 37-year-old Manhattan 
man returned to his Prospect 
Park West parking spot on 
July 12 to discover his car was 
no longer there. He had 
parked the car on the park side 
of the street, between Garfield 
and Montgomery places, three 
days earlier. There was no 
broken glass or other signs of 
forced entry, police said. 

Slash on Sixth 

A man had to be taken to 
Methodist Hospital on July 12 
after an altercation on Sixth 
Avenue ended with him being 
slashed. 

The 45-year-old man had 
gotten into an argument with an 
unknown assailant at 10 pm on 
Sixth Avenue between Fifth 
and Sixth streets, police said. 


Airbag theft 

A 44-year-old Park Place 
resident checking on his car 
after a few days away on July 
12 found a rear window of his 
Honda Pilot broken and his 
airbags missing. 

Police believe that this theft 
is connected to a string of re- 
cent airbag swipes. 

Office snatch 

An employee of a Garfield 
Place law office discovered that 
her purse had been stolen out 
from under her desk on July 13. 

The woman, who was 
away from her desk for a short 
time, did not notice the theft 
until later in the day. Police 
suspect a friend of a client, 
who came in at the time of the 
purse’s disappearance, but no 

The $60 purse contained 
numerous debit cards in addi- 
tion to a $275 cellphone and 
the Social Security cards of 
both the victim and her son. 


By Sara Vogel 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

It has been quite a week for 
Elizabeth Atwood King. 

On Friday, July 14, she was 
running for state Senate. By 
Monday, she was not. The 
next day, it was a maybe. 

At the start of last week, 
King, a former aide to then- 
state Sen. Marty Markowitz, 
told The Brooklyn Papers that 
she was dropping out of the 
central Brooklyn race after be- 
ing “intimidated” out of filing 


her nominating petitions. 

King said someone had jim- 
mied the lock on her apartment 
door, and that her neighbors had 
spotted armed, off-duty police 
officers carrying a petition for 
her opponent throughout her 
apartment building. 

King, who is running in the 
race to replace Congressional 
hopeful state Sen. Carl An- 
drews (D-Crown Heights), 
said “the last straw” was when 
someone slashed her tire. 

“Of course it’s foul play,” 
she said. “This is a hole put in 


your tire, a deliberate hole.” 

Yet the next day, King said 
reports of her candidacy’s 
death were greatly exaggerated 
— by her in this case. 

“[The tire] really shook me 
up,” she said, adding that her 
supporters asked her to stay in 
the race. 

Now, too late to submit her 
nominating petitions, King says 
she may run as a write-in candi- 
date in the primaty SepL 12. 

Her opponents are skeptical. 

“We need to ask, did she 
raise the money? Did she get 


Dining Out 
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inability of Green and Barron 
to raise the big bucks indicates 
that voters in the district are 
still comfortable with his lead- 


‘T’m not running against a 
choir member [but] elected of- 
ficials,” he said. “For them not 
to be able to raise any money, 
that says something.” 

Green said his work in Al- 
bany kept him from fundrais- 
ing until recently, but he may 
also be trailing with voters 
I who remember his conviction 
i last year for defrauding the 
* state out of thousands of dol- 
J lars in travel expenses. The 
| scandal forced Green to re- 
I S- sign, although he was later re- 
j, elected. 

| Still, he fights on, saying 
I “ that money doesn’t matter. 

“They say that money is the 
lifeblood of politics, but we’re 
going to challenge that refrain: 
ideas are the lifeblood of poli- 
tics,” he said. 

Spoken like a candidate 
with $4,848 cash on hand . 


School larceny 

A 29-year-old employee at 
PS 321 on Seventh Avenue 
found that the contents of her 
purse had been removed dur- 
ing a five-minute absence on 
July 14. 

The woman, who had left the 
purse in her unlocked booth, 
discovered the theft immediate- 
ly upon her return, but did not 
notice anyone unusual in the 
area. The perp or perps didn’t 
get much though: the woman’s 
wallet contained not much more 
than $15, her debit card and her 
food stamp card. 

F train filcher 

A 25-year-old Park Slope 
woman had her purse ripped 
right off her shoulder on July 
15 while she sat on a Manhat- 
tan-bound F train stopped at 
Fourth Avenue. 

The woman and a friend 
watched, stunned, as the as- 
sailant ran off the platform 
and out of sight. The empty 
purse was recovered by a tran- 
sit worker by the exit of the 
station. Among the items 
stolen from the purse were 
$95 and a digital camera. 


GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 


9ifi Street OpticaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 




QUESTAR ENTERPRISES LLC, Articles of Org. filed N.Y. 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 27th day of February, 2006. Office 
in Kings Co. SSNY desia. agt. upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 86 
Carlton Avenue, Suite 2B, Brooklyn, New York 11205. 
Reg. Agt. upon whom process may be served: Spiegel 
& Utrera, P.A., P.C. 45 John Street, NYC 10038, 1 (800) 
576-1100. Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

PS26-31 



It’s here! 

Spring/Summer 
2006 Big Book 

Purchase the NEW JCPenney* 
Spring 2006 Big Book for just $5 
and save $5 on your first order. 
Plus, save on shipping when you 
select delivery to your local 
JCPenney Catalog Desk 
compared to Home Delivery. 

Pick up a copy today or call 
1.800.222.6161 and ask for 
TA 004-0824. Also available 
online at jcpenney.com. 


Visit JCPenney SLOPE CATALOG SALES 

Inside Slope Drugs & Surgical Supply Inc. 

406 5th Ave. (7th st.) 

JCPenney Phone Pharmacy Phone 

(718) 832-3179 (718) 788-8899 


King won't be intimidated 


the signatures?” said the race’s 
front-runner, Eric Adams, a re- 
tired police captain. 

“Instead, they’re [coming] 
up with reasons why they’re 
not prepared.” 

Adams collected 10,000 sig- 
natures and Anthony Alexis 
filed 3,000. Only 1,000 signa- 
tures are required, but most can- 
didates file several thousand 
more because arcane state laws 
make it easy to invalidate hun- 



King had just 1,600 by the 
filing deadline last week. 


We are pleased to announce 
the opening of our new 

Patient Service Center 

in Park Slope 

g ucst . 

Diagnostics 

Quest Diagnostics is the nation's leading provider of diagnostic testing. 



2nd Entree 
Half Price! 

(or Free Children’s Meal) 

• Extensive wine list 

• Catering available 

/ ,, 

• Open 7 days for dinner & 

6 days for lunch and brunch i 

• Free delivery 1 

'acks 

519 Fifth Avenue 1 

l Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) } 

718.965.8675^ 
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Party at/ 
Palmira’s 


The patient comes first in everything we do. Our passion is to provide every 
patient and every customer with services and products of uncompromising 
quality - error free, on time, every time. We do that by dedicating ourselves to 
the relentless pursuit of excellence in the services we provide. 


Quest Diagnostics Patient Center 
348 13th Street, Suite 102 

between 6th and 7th Avenues 

Brooklyn, New York 


HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm (closed 121 pm for lunch) 
Saturday, 7am - 1pm 

Medicare and most major insurance plans accepted. 


For our hours of operation and additional Patient Service Centers 
located in New York, please call our Patient Service Center locator 
at (800) 377-8448 or visit Quest Diagnostics 

at www.QuestDiagnostics.com 
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Who is 
Steve? 

The Brooklyn Papers 

We asked voters in Bay Ridge if they had 
ever heard of Steve Harrison. Here are their 
responses: 



“No. He’s got to let himself 
him. I’ve never even heard 

Moe Asad 
Owner, Meat Emporium 
Leans Democrat 



“No ... [Politicians] don’t 
do nothing for you. They 
promise a lot of things, but 
when they get elected, they 
don’t even know you’re 
alive. They just [want] pres- 
tige, to make money, evade 
taxes, and play with the 
people’s money.” 

Rush Chati 
Car service supervisor 
Leans Democrat 



“No. But, I would really 
like to get some info . . . I’m 
anti-Bush, but that wouldn’t 
mean I wouldn’t vote for a 
Republican. My dad always 
said, ‘Vote Democrat in the 
national elections, vote Re- 
publican in the local.’ ” 

Peggy Fratianni 
Retired nurse 
Leans Democrat 



“I’ve heard the name. I saw 
him somewhere, but I didn’t 
piece it together that he was 
running for Congress.” 

Denis Kyvik 
Owner, Holbro Art Supplies 
Republican 



Interviews and Photos 
by Dana Rubinstein 


Buy 1 get 
2nd Margarita 

FREE! 

We serve Enchiladas 
Texanas S. Mexicanas, 

Burritos, Quesadillas, 

Tacos, Chimichangas, 

Salads, Mexican 
Wraps, Burgers, 

Platos S. more! 



1. Chimichangas $4.95 

2. Enchiladas Texanas 5.5D 

3. Burritos 5.25 

4. Quesadillas 4.95 

5. Blue Cnmbo 5.95 


Harrison has 13K 
to battle Fossella 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The hand-picked Demo- 
crat trying to unseat four- 
term incumbent Rep. Vito 
Fossella doesn’t have a 
campaign war chest — in 
fact, he barely has a change 
purse. 

Federal disclosure forms re- 
leased last week reveal that 
Steve Harrison, the former 
chairman of Community Board 
10, has a paltry $13,234 on 
hand for his battle against Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge), whose 
campaign has $519,596 cash 
on hand — and counting. 

Harrison did manage to 
raise $31,658 during the peri- 
od between April 1 and June 
30 — about one-fifth of what 
Fossella raised. Like many in- 
cumbents, Fossella gets the 
bulk of his money from politi- 
cal action committees. 

But, Harrison’s less-than- 
stellar showing is striking in 
light of the recent scandals 
that have besieged the incum- 
bent’s campaign. 

As The Brooklyn Papers 
reported earlier this month, 
Fossella has been under fire 
for allegedly using campaign 
funds for personal use, includ- 
ing trips to the Bellagio Hotel 


and Casino in Las Vegas and 
the Lodge at Vail. 

Fossella has also been ac- 
cused of using government 
funds for campaign purposes, 
including printing a now-noto- 
rious photo of Fossella with 
Sesame Street characters Elmo 
and Rosita in taxpayer-funded 
mailings. 

But so far, neither the scan- 
dal, nor the 13th Congression- 
al district’s fairly moderate 
constituents — the district 
went for John Kerry in the 
2004 election, and 61 percent 
of registered voters are De- 
mocrats — have translated 
into bucks or backing for Har- 

The Democratic Congres- 
sional Campaign Committee, 


which spearheads fundraising 
efforts for Democratic chal- 
lengers of Republican incum- 
bents and has targeted more 
than a dozen “soft” GOP tar- 
gets, would not comment on 
Harrison, despite repeated calls 
from The Brooklyn Papers. 

The so-called “Verrazano 
District,” oddly, is not one of 
the DCCC’s primary focuses. 
The Committee’s Web site 
barely even mentions the Har- 
rison campaign. 

Harrison attributes that to 
the Catch-22 inherent in get- 
ting support from the national 
party. 

“You have to show you 
have the money to get the 
money from them,” he said. 

See STEVE on page 8 
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Overlooking 
Sheepshead Bay 
on the Belt Parkway, 
5 minutes from 
Coney Island 


• Air Conditioned Rooms 

• King 8. Queen Size Beds 

• Continental Breakfast 

• Satellite TV 

• Jacuzzi 

• Outdoor Swimming Pool 

• Banquet Hall 

• Free Parking 

Golden Gate Motor Inn 

3867 Shore Parkway 

near Knapp St., Brooklyn 

(718) 743-4000 
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Fidelis Care 


Fidelis Care and the 67 th Street Dental Office 
invite you to join us for our 2 nd Anniversary Event! 

Date: July 28 th & August 25 th , 2006 
Time: 11 :00am - 4:00pm 
Location: 67 th Street Dental Office 
Dr. Quang Nguyen, DDS 
283 67 th Street • Brooklyn, NY 11220 
718-836-9940 

Fidelis Care offers FREE or LOW-COST coverage through New York State’s 
Child Health Plus and Family Health Plus programs 


• Personal care from your own doctor 

• Dental care 

• Hospital care 

• Emergency care 

• Prescription drug coverage 

• Eye care 

• Speech and hearing therapy 

• Preventive care and services 


FREE RAFFLE: Brite-Smile at-home teeth 
whitening kit to five lucky people. Must be present 
to win. Children accompanied by an adult. 

Drawing at 3:00pm 

FREE Giveaways and pictures for children and 
adults while supplies last. 
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family health 

SllfSM 

New York State's Health Plan for Kids 





Call 1-888- 
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SUPER RABBI! 


A nother major civil rights barrier 
will fall this week when a 
Brooklyn man becomes the first 
Hasidic rabbi to ever address the nation’s 
largest comic book convention. 

OK, as civil rights triumphs go, Rabbi 
Simcha Weinstein’s appearance at this week- 
end’s “Comic Con” in San Diego isn’t exact- 
ly Rosa Parks refusing to move to the back 
of the bus, but Weinstein believes it will make 
history nonetheless. 

“This is big for a rabbi,” he said. 

Parks, of course, was freeing her people 
from oppression and segregation, while We- 
instein will be merely hawking his book, “Up, 
Up and Oy Vey: How Jewish History, Cul- 
ture, and Values Shaped the Comic Book Su- 
perhero.” 

But these two civil rights pioneers do share 
a spiritual underpinning that spans the gener- 

“So much is from the Bible, whether con- 
scious or subconscious,” said Weinstein, re- 
ferring to the creation of the original super- 
hero Pantheon. 

“Superman compared himself to Samson. 
And the Incredible Hulk is right out of the 
Golem story.” 

Full disclosure: I’m not a religi 
fact, I think God is as much a fij 
man imagination as Superman and 1 
— and responsible for a heck of a lc 
human misery. 

Weinstein may be a Hasidic rabbi, 


has an easy charm and anti-dogmatic 
style that bridges the gap between 
him, a man of the cloth, and me, a 
man of dirty underwear. 

Weinstein’s forum — The Jew- 
ish Side of Comics — will ad- 
dress the hidden hand of Jewish ‘ 
comic book artists and historic 
figures in the creation of today’s 
most-popular graphic icons. 

Experts in the cliquish, fluo- 
rescent-lit comic book world pre- 
dict Weinstein will experience 
great nachas from the attendees of the 
massive, three-day Comic Con. 

“They’re going to love him,” said 
forum organizer Steve Berkson. 

Weinstein, a rabbi at Pratt Institute 
in Clinton Hill, thinks he knows why: 
“I’m going to be received with open 
arms by the geeks and the nerds be- 
cause I’m the rabbi to the geeks and 


ler this: Other big stars in 
:e include Samuel L. Jack- 


lious man. In “Star Wars Epis 
gmentofhu- of the Sith”), 


isode III — 
ci-fi 1 


d Walter Koenig (and 
if you don’t know who he is, there’s 
no way you read this far in the article 
anyway). 
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Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 
SHABBAT SERVICES: 
followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:15 p.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 



638-7600 

labbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodmai 
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Vet lawmaker Connor challenges 
upstart opponent Diamondstone 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

e Brooklyn Papers 



Veteran state Sen. Martin Connor — who 
hasn’t been challenged in years — moved 
quickly to knock his opponent off the bal- 
lot this week, drawing charges that the 
Brooklyn Heights lawmaker is undermining 
democracy. 

Connor, who has been in office since 1978, filed 
a general challenge to the candidacy of Community 
Board 2 member Ken Diamondstone, who is putting up 
more than $200,000 of his own money in an effort to un- 
seat the longtime incumbent. 

Technically speaking, it was Connor’s son, also named Mar- 
tin, who filed the challenge with the Board of Elections. The 
challenge allows the Connor campaign to sift through the 6,100 
signatures Diamondstone collected in order to get on the ballot. 

Only 1,000 signatures are required for a state Senate race, but 
most candidates collect at least three times that amount because 
arcane rules make it easy to knock off hundreds of signatures. 

Connor said his challenge had nothing to do with the signa- 
tures, but with the “constitutional qualifications” of Diamond- 


,t the Tor this guy doesn’t liv 
said. “But I do have to make sure he [I 
tionally qualifiet 
Connor — oi 

controlled state Senate, but nov 
mainedcr 


would focus his energies in the courtroom rather than 
the needs of his constituents.” 

Other insiders suggested that Connor has to pull 
tut whatever tools are available, given that he’s in 
a real fight for the first time since facing his last 
Democratic primary in 1992. 

Connor defeated Luis Osorio by a 61-39 per- 
cent vote that time, but now he has just $28,000 
l hand. Including his loan, Diamondstone has 
nearly 10 times that amount to spend. 

Connor did raise $37,000 in the first six months 
of 2006, but Diamondstone raised $129,000, which 
his campaign said proves the depth of his support. 
Diamondstone has also picked up the endorsements of 
some groups that had previously endorsed Connor, such 
as Lambda Independent Democrats and the Working 
Families Party. 

“Am I worried?” Connor asked. “No. But I am raising 
money.” 


But later 


ttic, saying merely “Stay tuned.” 
an aide said the campaign was ir 
me has lived in the district for the 


nan in the Republican- 
:r-profile figure — re- 


investigating whether 




Diamondstone s campaign scoffed at the notion tl 
date has not resided at 200 Clinton St. long enough. 

“He moved there more than a year ago,” said campaig 
spokesman Matthew Welch. “Martin Connor is playing game 
with democracy. I’m disappointed, but not surprised, that 1 
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| THE FIBHTIN’ 11TH! 

Yassky's 
got bank 


By Moses Jefferson 

The Brooklyn Papers 

City Councilman David Yas- 
sky’s bid for a promotion to 
Congress keeps ka-chinging 
along. 

The Brooklyn Heights Democ- 
rat, running to succeed Rep. Ma- 
jor Owens in the central Brooklyn 
district, rang up another $377,890 
in campaign contributions this 
quarter, bringing his overall total 
haul to a stratospheric $1.23 mil- 

He now has $858,000 cash on 
hand to spend on expensive mail- 
ings, radio and TV ads and a mas- 
sive get-out-the-vote effort on Pri- 
mary Day, Sept. 12. 

His rivals for the seat are far 
behind in the money race. 

Councilwoman Yvette Clarke’s 
contributions surged this quarter, 
with $106,313 in contributions, 
but the Crown Heights lawmaker 
has only $43,450 to spend, owing 
to debt. 

State Sen. Carl Andrews (D- 
Crown Heights) raised almost as 
much as Clarke this quarter, and 
has $233,800 available to spend 
— not that he thinks he needs it. 

“David needs money because 
he’s the least known in the dis- 
trict,” Andrews said. “I’ve been in 
the district for 25 years.” 

He added that “all but eight 
blocks of my [Senate] district is 
within the 11th,” giving him high 
name-recognition. 

Owens trailed the pack, raising 
$64,771. 

Owens’s fundraising figure 
prompted many to ask the 
$64,000 question — would he 
drop out of the race? 

“I’m in it to stay,” said Owens, 
who has less than $20,000 cash 
on hand. 

“We’ve put our emphasis on 
building a strong base of volun- 
teers, who will be there whether 
we have money or not.” 

But Andrews dismissed Owens 
and Clarke’s chances. 

“I don’t recall a congressional 
seat that’s been won with less 
than $100,000 on hand,” he said. 

Owens is the son of the retiring 


We Need Your Help! 

Seeking information from Pipefitters, 
Sheetrockers, Painters, Carpenters, 
Maintenance Workers, Laborers, 
Plumbers, Welders, and Insulators 
who worked at King County Medical 
Center and or Brooklyn Jewish 
Hospital in Brooklyn, NY from 1950 to 
1980. 

Please contact Gaylene Price, Legal Assistant 

Baron & Budd, P.C. 
800-222-2766 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare G boarding 

A \ 718 222-4900 

\\ yam-lOpm weekdays, gam-iopm weekends 

I ~ ' w ' y ’2 supervised playgrounds - fun 5 SAFE 

I I / 1 | • web cams - watch your do? play 
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5th Avenue Cat Clinic 





Mon-Th: 10am-8pm 225 5th Ave. (at President St.) 

Fri-Sun: 10am-5pm 

ns ( 718 ) 398-1187 
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The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Asian 
Longhomed Beetle 
Cooperative Eradication Program 

is checking yard trees for the Asian 
longhorned beetle and needs your help. 

By allowing surveyors in your yard 
you will help prevent the spread of this 
destructive pest and can save trees in your 
neighborhood. During this period, USD A 
officials would also like to remind everyone 
to be aware of the dangers of 
transporting firewood and 
other tree materials from 
established quarantined areas. 


Ji 


If you have questions concerning 
the movement of firewood, or have spotted 
an adult Asian longhorned beetle, please 
call 1 -877-STOP- ALB or 
1-866-265-0301. 


For more information, visit 
www.aphis .usda.gov 


■t 


USDA 



The Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative Eradication 
Program is comprised of the USDA Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service, USDA Forest Service, 

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation and New York City Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 
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ALL DRAWN OUT 


Gargano to B’klyn: Get big 


T he manhattanization of 

Brooklyn is now official state policy. 
That’s what Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation Chairman Charles Gar- 
gano said this week, as his agency re- 
leased a disheartening draft environmental 
impact statement for Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards project. 

The 2,000 pages of detailed analysis shows 
that the development is out of scale with its 
neighbors, would enshroud large areas in 
shadows, would tax an already-overburdened 
traffic and transit system, would create an in- 
timidating superblock, and would require the 
city to spend untold millions to build schools, 
provide for more cops and add fire service. 
That’s progress, Gargano said. 

“We are a city of skyscrapers,” he said. 


tellingly. “We are a city of towers.” 

From his Albany aerie, Charles Gargano 
has decided that the very thing that makes 
Brooklyn unique — its neighborhood scale — 
is the very thing that must change. 

Of course, that’s Gargano’s modus operan- 
di. His agency cares little for the concerns of 
locals in the communities it would plunder, 
choosing to side with the big-time real-estate 
developers who give so generously to law- 
makers’ political campaigns. 

ESDC, after all, is also in charge of the so- 
called Brooklyn Bridge Park, which is not a 
park at all, but an 85-acre boondoggle crafted 
to enrich select developers. A decade ago, the 
community had a perfectly good plan for a 
park — but Gargano & Co. tossed it in favor 
of a scheme that would throw open the prime 
waterfront land for luxury condos. 


Atlantic Yards is following the same narra- 
tive arc. The community around the Prospect 
Heights rail yards where Ratner would build 
does indeed want the area developed. Area 
leaders offered a sensible plan to connect 
Prospect Heights to Fort Greene with medi- 
um-scale housing and open space, but 
Gargano rejected it in favor of Manhattan sky- 
scrapers that would overpower communities 
on all sides. 

With a population of 15,000-18,000 living 
on 22 acres, Atlantic Yards would be the most- 
densely populated Census tract in the country. 

Yet even in light of his own agency’s analy- 
sis, Gargano ignores local concern about the 
project’s mammoth scale. We live here — and 
Gargano does not. Is it too much to ask that he 
listen to the area’s reasonable concerns and 
downsize Atlantic Yards? 


LETTERS 



Our pols deserve to travel in style 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we've been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at Brooklyn 
Papers.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor: 

If Rep. Vito Fossella (R-Bay 
Ridge) did not travel, he would 
be doing his constituents a dis- 
service (“For Vito, fact-finding 
pays well,” July 1/8). A com- 
muter congressman has a narrow 
focus of ideas and culture, like a 
mouse in a cage, but nothing — 
not books, photos, videos or vis- 
itors — can replace travel. 

The actual experience of being there 
in the moment is incomparable, truly 
unique. 

An example is a trip to San-Diego- 
Coronado Island. Tens of thousands of 
visitors enjoy the beautiful climate 
there, and the resulting monstrous traf- 
fic is handled in unique ways. Devel- 
opment there is well handled and water 
is a year-round concern. 

Rep. Fossella and his counterparts 
should go to San Diego — and they 
should stay at the five-star Hotel Del 
Coronado because they deserve it. 

Families [that have a member in] 
public service suffer [because of it]. Ex- 
periencing a beautiful place is a way of 
saying, “thank you” for all the missed 
meals, loneliness, stress, boredom, 
and frantic moments that politicians 
and their families face. 

Travel and tourism is a good thing. 
Our politicians deserve it and we de- 
serve it. We get better public servants 
who are enriched, stimulated and hap- 
py at their work. 

Louis Fraser, Staten Island 


Respect for Mary 

To the editor: 

As president of the Catholic League, 
the nation’s largest Catholic civil rights 
organization, I was notified about 
Gersh Kuntzman’s column, “You call 
this art? Where’s the dung?” (June 3). 

You call the Blessed Mother, whom 
Catholics revere, a “grand dame” and 
state that she looked great splattered with 
dung. I imagine you fancy yourself very 
bold. But do you appear to delight in such 
obscene shots at other religions, or is your 
scorn reserved for Catholic figures? 

It is easy to insult Mary. You can 
dismiss the protests of the Church 
faithful, who limit themselves to writ- 
ing letters or simply not reading your 
paper. You have no problem casting 
aside Catholic readers, just as you have 
no problems alienating vererans by la- 
beling them “killers.” 

As both a Catholic and a veteran, my 
opinion must be doubly worthless to 
you. I’ll offer it anyway: If you want to 
write puerile pieces reveling in sculp- 
tures of genitalia and the scatological, 
go ahead. 

But quit knocking the Blessed Moth- 
er. It’s neither daring nor profound, and 
your petulant-child schtick will work 
just as well without it 

William Donohue, New York 
To the editor: 

It is difficult to express my emotions 
upon reading Gersh Kuntzman’s words 
in “The Brooklyn Angle.” Insensitive, 
disrespectful, hurtful and mean are a 


few words that come to mind. 

I try not to judge, but if you have 
some personal problem with the 
Catholic Church, is it responsible jour- 
nalism to express your personal opin- 
ion in your paper? 

Rev. Kevin Sweeney, Fort Greene 

Drivers diss bikers 

To the editor: 

As a professional cyclist, I have se- 
rious problems with Barbara Sheeran’s 
recent letter (“Leave Cars in the Park,” 
June 24). 

Being a bike messenger in this city 
means that almost every three minutes 
a taxi or limo is trying to run me over. 
Because of the danger that I encounter 
daily on the streets, I strongly feel that 
our city needs a lot more space for jog- 
gers, cyclists and pedestrians — space 
that is off-limits to cars. 

Prospect Park and Central Park 
could become Meccas of safety if cars 
are totally banned. I am not a member 
of Transportation Alternatives, but 
when it comes to Prospect and Central 
parks, I agree with them — cars out! 

And while we’re at it, let’s put tolls 
on the East River bridges, too! 

Eugene Carrington, Bedford-Stuyvesant 

Canal zone homes 

To the editor: 

I was glad to read that the Gowanus 
Canal Community Development Cor- 
poration has issued its comprehensive 


plan to transform the Gowanus Canal 
(“Gowanus plan promises big 
changes,” July 1/8). The plan is to be 
commended for seeking to continue 
clean-up efforts in and around the 
canal, and for protecting small busi- 
nesses and the jobs they provide. 

One issue that I didn’t read about, 
however, was that of affordable housing. 

The GCCDC plan calls for residen- 
tial development within the so-called 
“North District,” roughly from Third 
Street to Baltic Street. 

Your newspaper also reported in 
April that developer Shaya Boymel- 
green is planning a two-acre develop- 
ment within that area, tentatively 
named “Gowanus Village.” 

In a November, 2004, article on that 
development, Salvatore Scotto, a found- 
er of the GCCDC, argued that affordable 
housing for families and senior cit- 
izens is desperately needed in our area, 
and that any re-zoning should promote 
and create incentives to ensure this. He 
should be applauded for this statement. 

Unfortunately, this important issue 
has been absent from your articles. 
The need for affordable housing for 
seniors and families is staggering. If, 
as a community, we accept a large- 
scale re-zoning that rewards develop- 
ers and allows them to build residen- 
tial buildings, we should also ensure 
that affordable housing is included so 
that we can protect the very people 
who made Brooklyn what it is today. 

Stephen Bundo, Park Slope 
The writer is a tenant attorney. 
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Rally on! 

Thousands gathered at Grand Army Plaza on Sunday to 
protest Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Yards project. Speeches 
were lengthy, so we thought it best to provide excerpts 
of the more-moving moments. — Ariella Cohen 



"Roses are red, 

I like William Shatner 
but I am opposed, 
to the Atlantic Yards project. 
Affordable housing, 
but eminent domain? 

I play a lot of crazies, 
but that sounds insane . " 

Steve Buscemi, 
actor and Park Slope resident 




"As a person born and bred 
in Brooklyn, without too 
much bread, this plan is 
insulting to poor people 
and we deserve better ... 
Seriously, do the right thing. " 

Rose Perez, 
actress and Brooklyn resident 



"I'd rather be on my front 
steps playing mandolin 
. . . but for too long we 
have been complacent 
about a development 
that could destroy our 
neighborhoods. " 



Dan Zanes, kiddie rock star 



"I apologize for being late, 
but I was in church and 
whenever I go to church I 
get inspired to fight. ARE 
YOU FIRED UP?" 

Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Prospect Heights) 


TOWERS... 

Continued from page 1 

vast scale or environmental impact before unanimously certifying 
the project plan and the DEIS on Tbesday. 

But according to the DEIS, the project will bring a school’s 
worth of new children, thousands of new cars and significant 
noise to the residential streets closest to the project. 

In addition, large segments of Fort Greene and Boerum 
Hill will be left in shadows, views of the historic Williams- 
burgh Savings Bank building will be lost, more than 600 resi- 
dents of the site area will be forced to move, subways will be 
jam-packed, especially on game days (see sidebars, right). 

When a reporter asked Gargano if the project could be 
scaled down to reduce effects on roads, infrastructure and lo- 
cal quality of life, yet still give Ratner a reasonable profit, he 
replied, “I don’t think it can be.” 

“You aren’t going to get developers to build if they lose mon- 
ey,” said Gargano, a Park Slope native. 

Gargano’s off-the-cuff response reflected the state’s com- 
fort with the enormity of the project — which would occupy 
almost eight city blocks, would add 15,000 new residents to 
the area, and would include a building, Miss Brooklyn, that is 
108-feet higher than the Williamsburgh, currently the bor- 
ough’s tallest tower. 

Opponents, predictably, said the pricetag was just too high. 

“This is the most-expensive arena in the history of the 
country and clearly the negative impacts outweigh the bene- 
fits to the city and state,” said City Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Prospect Heights). 

But the developer and his state allies still said the project 
would achieve its goals of both revitalizing an area they say 
is blighted, adding 2,250 affordable units to Brooklyn’s hous- 
ing market, building seven acres of open space and returning 
a nifty profit for the builder. 

“It’s an opportunity for people of all income levels” to 
make a home in an “underutilized” area, Gargano said. 

“What is important is the public benefit and the fact that 
the [city and state] will receive $1.4 billion for its invest- 
ment,” he said. 

The City Council, Borough President Markowitz and state 
legislators all said they would do a new analysis — after al- 
ready backing the project. 

A spokesman for Senate Majority Leader Joe Bruno (R- 
Brunswick), who has supported the project, admitted this 
week that his boss hadn’t closely examined the project’s fi- 
nances, but would do so in the future. 

Bruno, along with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver (D- 
Manhattan) and Governor Pataki, would be asked to approve 
the project following the pro forma 66-day public comment pe- 
riod that began on Tuesday. 


PROTEST... 

Continued from page 1 

teed a unit in the development — which Ratner is required to 
do by law — but some said they feel alienated from both 
sides of the debate. 

“This is my life,” said one man, who did not attend the 
Sunday rally. “I am sick of hearing people talk about it who 
are not really facing any of the consequences.” 

Jennifer Levy, whose South Brooklyn Legal Services rep- 
resents five of the tenants, said Ratner’s relocation offer for- 
bade tenants from talking about any agreements with the de- 
veloper — a controversial gag order similar to other 
agreements that have stifled discussion of dozens of real-es- 
tate deals Ratner has made within the development’s 22 acres. 

The Grand Army Plaza rally — which came two days be- 
fore the state gave Atlantic Yards a preliminary nod — was 
the largest event DDDB has held since Ratner unveiled his 
first model at Borough Hall in 2003. 

“We think the development is too big,” said first-time pro- 
testor Marty Goldin, a Park Slope resident and real-estate de- 
veloper. 

“I have asthma,” added Grace Shannon, a Clinton Hill res- 
ident. “Now that I’ve heard how much pollution this thing is 
going to bring, I am fighting for my life.” 

But the throngs of demonstrators — most came from 
close-by neighborhoods like Park Slope, Prospect Heights, 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill — scared off at least one poten- 
tial supporter, an agoraphobic jogger. 

“I don’t like crowds, period, not at an arena and not at a 
demonstration,” said the Fort Greene resident who declined 
to give his name. 


INSIDE RATNER'S ATLANTIC YARDS 

STATE DOCS SHOW 
MASSIVE IMPACT 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Yards mega-devel- 
opment would "transform a blighted area 
into a vibrant mixed-use community," with 
affordable housing, a basketball arena and 


seven new acres of greenspace, according to 
a new state study — but the $4.2-billion, 16- 
skyscraper, hotel, residential and office space 
complex would also put a significant strain 
on the public school system, already-choked 


intersections, aging sewers and hundreds of 
residents who just want to see the sun. 

Below is The Brooklyn Papers' analysis 
of the project's just-released, 2,000-page 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (to 


see the entire document, go to http:// 
www.empire.state.ny.us/AtlanticYards/DEIS. 
asp — where it is presented in a fairly obtuse 
format, so be prepared for hours of download- 
ing). A print version was not made available. 


SB 


Traffic, transit 
and pedestrians 

The Atlantic Yards project would have a massive effect on car 
traffic, pedestrian flow and subway service, a new state docu- 
ment revealed this week. 

According to the draft environmental impact statement released on 
Tuesday, 68 intersections around the project’s epicenter — Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues — would have “significant adverse impacts” from the 

“Peak hour vehicular traffic through this intersection would increase by 
four to 15 percent,” the report states. 

That’s bad news, considering that 57 of 87 signalized intersections 
around the project are already congest- 
ed at least once a day. 

When the project is completed in 
2016, the same chokepoints would still 
be choked, but for many more hours 
every day. 

At Flatbush Avenue and Dean Street, 
for example, traffic would be deemed 
bad all day long, as opposed to only 
from 7-8 pm now. The same is true for the intersection of Fourth and Flat- 
bush avenues, which would clear up only after 10 pm, the study shows. 

The DEIS also reveals that: 

• The project would add more than 7,300 cars to the streets — and near- 
ly 8,640 subway passengers underground — on days when the relocated 
New Jersey Nets have a home game. The hotel, residential, commercial 
and retail components of project will add more than 6,000 cars and more 
than 31,000 subway riders to the area every weekday. 

• Close to 38 percent of Nets fans will arrive by car and 52 percent will 
arrive by subway or bus — but state analysts also admit that the Transit 
Authority has not committed to adding trains or busses on game day. 

Only 2.7 percent will walk, the document said. 

• Some crosswalks with little congestion would become jam-packed. 
The comers of Dean Street and Sixth Avenue and Dean Street and Carlton 
Avenue — currently classified as “unrestricted” would fall to “severely re- 
stricted,” to use the state’s jargon. 

• Every subway in Brooklyn would carry hundreds of more passengers 
during msh hour. 

The congestion will be most acute on Brooklyn-bound trains during the 
evening msh. Each sardine can on the 2, 3, 4 and D lines would have to 
hold roughly four more passengers. 

State planners say such traffic and transit impacts will be fixed by 
changing the timing of many stoplights, implementing some parking re- 
strictions, repainting some streets to eliminate or create turn lanes, shut- 
tling basketball fans to the arena from remote parking lots, underwriting 
transit discounts for Nets ticket-holders, and adding NYPD officers to 
keep traffic moving. 

The cost of the last three mitigations would be passed along to Ratner, 
the document said. 

Even with the mitigations, 39 intersections will still have significant 
congestion at some point during the day, and two subway corridors will 
experience a “complete breakdown in traffic flow” from 7-8 pm. 

— Kuntzman 


Irreparable adverse impacts 




Some impacts of the Atlantic 
Yards mega-project simply can 
not be fixed while still allowing 
Bruce Ratner to make a reason- 
able profit and build affordable 
housing — but the developer 
will buy air-conditioners for 
everyone who wants one, state 
documents reveal. 

“Adverse impacts would remain in the areas of cultur- 
al resources, urban design, shadows, traffic, noise and 
construction [that] cannot be mitigated while still allow- 
ing the project to meet its stated purpose and needs,” the 
state’s draft environmental impact statement said. 

The irreparable harm consists of: 

• The demolition of the Ward Bread Bakery, on Pacific 
Street between Carlton and Vanderbilt avenues, and the 
former Long Island Rail Road stables on Atlantic Avenue 
between Sixth and Carlton avenues. 

The DEIS called the demolition of these 100-year-old 
structures “a significant adverse impact on historic re- 
sources,” but concluded that retaining the stmctures 
would “constrain the goals” of Ratner’s “master plan.” 

• Obstructed views of the Williamsburgh Savings Bank 
tower, which the state calls the “most visible historic 
structure in Brooklyn since its construction” in 1929. 

The Municipal Art Society had recommended shifting 


some of Ratner’s skyscrapers to slightly different loca- 
tions — and the state admitted that such rejiggering could 
do the trick. 

“To avoid significant adverse impacts on views. . .the 
project site would need to avoid the construction of tall 
buildings on Flatbush Avenue,” the study said, before dis- 
missing the notion as incompatible with “the project’s 

• “Significant noise” on Dean Street between Flatbush 
and Vanderbilt avenues. But the good news is that Bmce 
Ratner will buy everyone in the area extra-thick windows 
and air-conditioners, the document reveals. 

Operators are not yet standing by but state officials are 
urging everyone to take advantage of the generous offer: 
“[If] owners elect not to take advantage. . .the proposed proj- 
ect would have unmitigated significant [noise] impacts.” 

• Massive shadows. But, again, reducing the height of 
some buildings would be “inconsistent with the goal to 
establish a high-density, mixed-use project.” 

• Intense traffic. By the time the project is fully built in 
2016, 68 of the already-congested 93 intersections stud- 
ied by state planners would see worse traffic. 

The document says the number could drop to 39 inter- 
sections — but only with physical improvements to exist- 
ing infrastructure, “demand management strategies,” cops 
on overtime to help keep traffic moving, improved transit 
and better signals — only some of which, by the way, 
would be paid for by Bmce Ratner. — Cersh Kuntzman 


Shadows^ 


The 16 towers of the 
Atlantic Yards project will 
enshroud the playground at the 
Atlantic Terminal Houses in 
Fort Greene in shadows all 
day, every day, during the win- 
ter, and place the northern por- 
tion of Prospect Heights in the 
same gloom every morning 
until noon all year long, 
according to the state study 
released this week. 

As The Brooklyn Papers report- 
ed in June, Bmce Ratner’s sky- 
scrapers will cast shadows on the 
area bordered by DeKalb Avenue 
Douglass Street, Grand Avenue 
and Bond Street. 

The shadows would be at their 


worst during 
the cold winter 
months. 

The study 
also showed that: 

• By 2016, when the proposed 
Atlantic Yards would be fully built 
out, the lawn of the Atlantic Termi- 
nal will also be in shadows from 
8:30 am to 4:29 pm in the early 
spring. 

That’s a particular irony, consid- 
ering Ratner also built that site. 

• The brand-new South Oxford 
Park in Fort Greene will spend 
several hours a day in shadows 
most of the year. 

The state study offered little 
mitigation for the shadow impacts. 

— Dana Rubinstein 


Facilities and infrastructure 


The ESDC says that 
Bruce Ratner’s be- 
hemoth project will not 
significantly affect 
Brooklyn’s existing 
infrastructure — but 
its own documents 
show that the project 
would cause overcrowded schools, 
create new challenges to police 
and fire coverage, and cause more 
sewage to flow into the East River. 

By the time the 6,860-unit project 
is completed in 2016, nearby elemen- 
tary schools would surge to 32 per- 
cent overcapacity, thanks to 1,873 
new, elementary-age children, accord- 
ing to the Atlantic Yards draft envi- 
ronmental impact statement released 
this week. 

In all, the project would put 3,020 
extra students into the public school 
system. 

The state proposes fixing the prob- 
lem by building a new school within 
Atlantic Yards project. 



But don’t bet on it 
actually happening. 

“Building 5 [in At- 
lantic Yards] has been 
identified as a possible 
location for a school,” 
the document said. 
“But there has been no 
commitment by the Department of Ed- 
ucation at this time.” 

In other nuts-and-bolts issues: 

• The East River would see 
700,000 more gallons of overflow a 
year, thanks to further stresses on the 
city’s aging sewer system. 

At the same time, the Gowanus 
Canal, which is inundated with raw 
sewage during heavy rainfall, would 
actually experience an 1. 8-million- 
gallon decrease in sewer overflows, 
thanks to an innovative water-reten- 
tion feature of Atlantic Yards, as well 
as proposed infrastructure improve- 
ments paid for by the city. 

• The city would have to provide 
more cops and firefighters to serve 
the development’s anticipated 14,000 


residents. DEIS stated. 

“NYPD would continue to evaluate Even the biggest optimist at the Em- 

its staffing needs and assign personnel pire State Development Corporation 
demographics, calls for would have to admit that there will be 




e conditions,” the 


le at Atlantic Yards. — Rubinstein 


Make yourself heard 


Set your calendars — the 
state’s public hearing on the At- 
lantic Yards Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement will be on 
Wednesday Aug. 23. 

In advance of the sure-to-be- 
packed meeting, the Empire State 
Development Corporation is encour- 
aging the public to pick apart the 
DEIS (which can be viewed, with 
some difficulty, at http://www. em- 
pire.state.ny.us/AtlanticYards/DEIS 
.asp). — at your local library. 

Written comments may be 


emailed to atlanticyards@empire. 
state.ny.us or snail-mailed to Maria 
Mooney ESDC, 633 Third Avenue, 
New York, NY 10017. Feel free to 
send a copy to Newsroom@Brook- 
lynPapers.com, so we know what’s 
on your mind, too. 

The agency claims written 
comments, which are due by Sept. 
22, “will be afforded the same 
weight as oral testimony” at the 
public hearing, which will take 
place at 4:30 at NYC Technical 
College, 285 Jay St. 


Socio- 

economic 

impacts 


Atlantic Yards 
probably won’t ex- 
acerbate the gentrifi- 
cation that’s already 
taking place in Pros- 
pect Heights and 
Fort Greene, according to a 
new state report on the impact 
of the project on local socioe- 
conomics. 

State planners made that con- 
clusion based on Census data 
showing that the number of “at- 
risk” households in the area has 
been declining for years — even 
before Bmce Ratner dreamed up 
Atlantic Yards. 

The project would displace an 
estimated 410 residents and 27 
businesses from its 22-acre foot- 
print, plus the residents of 144 
homes already purchased by the 
developer. 

And there could be more dis- 
placement just outside the foot- 

The state’s draft environmen- 
tal impact statement admits that 
replacing the existing LIRR 
yards with a landscape of curvy, 
Frank Gehry-designed buildings 
could inflate area land values, 
leading to permanent displace- 
ment of some nearby residents. 

“Further analysis is needed to 
fully address the indirect dis- 
placement concern,” the docu- 

And although the DEIS fre- 
quently calls the Prospect 
Heights development site 
“blighted,” the document does 
admit that the neighborhood 
ranks among the wealthiest near 
the proposed basketball arena 
that is Atlantic Yards’ center- 

The median income in the 
supposedly blighted neighbor- 
hood is $43,333 — just behind 
Park Slope and Boemm Hill. 

— Ariella Cohen 


Culture, neighborhood character, urban design 


New York State planners 
admitted that the 16-skyscrapers 
of the Atlantic Yards project are 
significantly larger than the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods — but 
concluded that the project’s size 
is a good thing. 

“The proposed project would 
change the character of the project 
site, and for the better,” the state’s 
draft environmental impact statement 

“The new taller buildings of the 
proposed project would have a posi- 
tive effect by serving as new way- 
finders in the Brooklyn skyline.” 


Atlantic Yards, 
the document said, 
would serve as a 
“gateway” linking 
Prospect Heights, 

Fort Greene, Boer- 
um Hill and Park 
Slope, long divided 
by the “blighted” 

LIRR yard near the intersection of At- 
lantic and Flatbush avenues. 

But the document was somewhat 
contradictory on that claim, saying 
that adverse impacts from the pro- 
ject’s scale, design and traffic would 
merely be “background conditions” 
in those four neighborhoods. 


It is unclear how a 
“gateway” project at 
the confluence of four 
neighborhoods can 
also be in the “back- 
ground” of each one 
at the same time. 

The DEIS also 
indicated that: 

• The project would “be of a larger 
scale and height than the buildings lo- 
cated in the immediately surrounding 
historic districts, including the Brook- 
lyn Academy of Music, Fort Greene, 
and Prospect Heights historic dis- 

• Its design would “asymmetrical 


masses clad in glass, metal panels, 
and masonry, which would contrast to 
classical designs of the brownstones” 
nearby. 

• Flashy signs affixed to the pro- 
posed basketball arena would be un- 
avoidable “along the Atlantic and Flat- 
bush Avenue corridors.” And the signs 
will be “brighter on event nights.” 

• Dean Street “would change from 
a quiet, mixed-use former industrial 
street to an active street with a mix of 

• Noise — which is already the sin- 
gle-biggest complaint of city residents 
— would increase significantly in 
some surrounding areas, going from 


“marginally acceptable” to “marginal- 
ly unacceptable.” 

On the plus side, Atlantic Yards 

• Create landscaped greenspace 
that would “allow people to cross 
through the site and would connect, 
for the first time in a century, the 
neighborhoods north of Atlantic Av- 
enue with Prospect Heights, to the 

• Include a glass-walled public 

space called the Urban Room, which 
would include cafe kiosks, new sub- 
way access and sitting areas. Atop it 
would be a 620-foot tower — Brook- 
lyn’s tallest. — Kuntzman 
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Wal-Mart and Brooklyn? Fuhgedaboudit! 


Editor's Note: Our recent editorial on a large, 
Arkansas-based big-box retailer's suitability for 
Downtown ("Wal-Mart and Brooklyn: Perfect 
Together," July 1/8) generated, oh, how should 
we put it?, a fair amount of hostility towards the 
editorial board. Since many of the 
dozens of letters we received 
made the same points — with dif- 
fering expletives, of course — we 
thought we'd present excerpts in 
a concise, readable format. For 
those of you who detest Wal- 
Mart, enjoy. 

“Your editorial was hard to be- 
lieve. You gotta think outside the 
BIG BOX brother! Most people 
know that Wal-Mart burdens tax- 
payers, doesn’t pay a living wage, 

busts unions and mistreats women, 

fi i s the shelves with sweatshop 
products and kills independent shops that make 
healthy neighborhoods.” BillTolen, Windsor Terrace 
The writer is a performance artist 
known as the Reverend Billy 

“A new Wal-Mart in Downtown Brooklyn would 
not generate new business for the area. Rather, like 
most other big-box stores, it would capture business 
from the retailers already in the area, draining prof- 
its from the local economy and funneling them into 
what is already the largest corporation in the world. 
We’d be much better off focusing on home-grown 
businesses with stronger ethics and ties to the com- 
munity.” Gwen Kash, Bushwick 


Wal-Mart 
needs 
Brooklyn 
more than 
we need 
the overfed 
retailer. 


“Wal-Mart’s ‘unbeatable’ low-prices are the result 
of slave labor overseas and outsourced manufactur- 
ing to Third World countries. Mom and Pop shops 
give neighborhoods character, so every neighborhood 
doesn’t look like a suburban mall. If you want to live 
in a mall go ahead! I moved to New 
York to get away from suburbia. 

“Wal-Mart refuses to pay its work- 
ers a living wage and your money 
and mine pays their healthcare and 
childcare costs. And they have 
stopped every major bill to make our 
ports more secure because higher 
costs for overseas shipping would cut 
into their bottom line.” 

Michele Smith, Park Slope 
“Wal-Mart needs Brooklyn a lot 
more than Brooklynites need the 
overfed retailer. The company has 
saturated the market in its rural and 
exurban base and desperately needs a presence in 
urban markets in order to maintain its Gremlin-like 
growth and keep its shareholders happy. Why not 
offer Wal-Mart a challenge? Come to Brooklyn un- 
der the following condition: That its workers will 
be allowed to unionize. One of the so-called 
bedrock values of Wal-Mart, enshrined by its 
founder Sam Walton, was ‘respect for the individ- 
ual.’ Well, why not respect an individual’s right to 
collective bargaining?” 

John Dicker, Denver (via Cobble Hill) 
The writer is author of 
"The United States of Wal-Mart" (Penguin) 


“Let’s keep Brooklyn, Brooklyn. Wal-Mart does 
not hold nor project the values of Brooklyn. 

“Brooklyn has been built on small-business ac- 
tivity, and city government has a fiduciary respon- 
sibility to protect these businesses. It is not good 
enough that Wal-Mart could work, as you put it, in 
Brooklyn. What we have now is a thriving and 
valuable small business atmosphere; unique and 
growing in value. Why would we want to give this 
up? Say no to Wal-Mart in Brooklyn, forever.” 

Charles W. McMellon Jr., Park Slope 
“OK, guys, you have lost it. I have read your 
disparaging reviews of Bruce Ratner and others, 
but Bruce is a New Yorker. I am shocked you have 
endorsed Wal-Mart. I guess trailer parks are next. 
There is nothing good that comes from Wal-Mart 
except tacky over consumption. If your paper was 
not free, I would not bother to read it” 

Tracy Tucker, DUMBO 
“A year ago I wrote in The Papers that if Wal- 
Mart had to come to Brooklyn, it should come to 
Downtown, rather than to a remote, auto-depend- 
ent mall — but do we really want Wal-Mart at all? 

“Less publicized are its monopolistic business 
practices — driving thousands of suppliers into 
bankruptcy and beating their 61,000 remaining 
suppliers in collusive manipulation of entire indus- 
tries. To serve Wal-Mart’s pricing demands, busi- 
nesses cut employees and benefits or just move the 
jobs overseas. 

“Wal-Mart’s predatory pricing has forced tens of 
thousands of small businesses across America to 
close down. Thousands of small towns have been 


boarded up. New York City, and Brooklyn most of 
all, may be the last bastion of true neighborhoods, 
the walking communities that planners across the 
nation seek to emulate. Brooklyn is thriving with- 
out Wal-Mart. New Yorkers don’t need to feed this 
greedy and dangerous monopolist 
monster.” Brian Ketcham, Cobble Hill 
“Wal-Mart is not good for Brook- 
lyn, or anywhere else, for that matter! 

Do not be bamboozled: Their sales 
personnel are trained to steer cus- 
tomers to the higher-priced models. 

They take advantage of government 
benefits by not giving their employ- 
ees appropriate benefits. Don’t fool 
yourself that they will let Brook- 
lynites change their employment 
practices. They do not deserve to lo- 
cate here in Brooklyn. I shop at the 
discount stores in my wonderful 
neighborhood.” Karen Ranney, Kensington 

“Wal-Mart has met fierce opposition in Queens 
and Staten Island, and rightly so. When workers in 
Quebec succeeded, despite intimidation, in organiz- 
ing a union, Wal-Mart closed the store. Despite the 
largest class-action suit by 1.6 million female em- 
ployees for sex-discrimination, and several other 
class-action suits charging racial discrimination and 
refusal to allow meal breaks and non-payment of 
overtime, there has been no improvement in worker 
benefits. In Inglewood, California, Wal-Mart tried to 
exempt itself from environmental, traffic and zoning 


laws. Let Wal-Mart demonstrate its willingness to 
change, by offering fair wages and benefits to its cur- 
rent workforce, before we even think of letting them 
into Brooklyn.” Shirley Ranz, Gerritsen Beach 

“Your editorial is great news for consumers. 

Once opened, Wal-Mart offers em- 
ployment opportunities for many 
workers. Students, housewives, sen- 
ior citizens and ordinary people out 
of work could find employment lo- 
cally without having to travel one to 
two hours elsewhere. All of these 
companies and their employees are 
our neighbors. Starting pay is be- 
tween $7.15 $10.30 per hour for 
new employees. Promotional op- 
portunities including training for 
higher paying managerial positions 
are common. They also offer health 
care and other benefits. Wal-Mart 
may actually pay higher salaries and offer more 
benefits than some of its competitors. The free en- 
terprise system made our nation great. Economic 
growth and the creation of wealth come from busi- 
nesses — small and large. Consumers shopping at 
Wal-Mart get a better bang for the buck. 

“The silent majority of New Yorkers defies its 
elected officials and wants Wal-Mart in New York. 
Many New Yorkers — poor, working class, single 
household and fellow middle class people — need 
the great prices and quality merchandise that Wal- 
Mart offers. Consumers have voted with their feet 
all over America.” Larry Penner, Great Neck 


Wal-Mart is 
not good 
for Brooklyn, 
or 

anywhere 
else, for 
that matter. 


iuEFS BAM building is "cultured’ 


Brooklyn’s 
Hi,’ Sierra 


The Brooklyn Papers 


The 750,000-member Sierra Club — which nor- 
mally concerns itself with global warming and the 
federal Clean Water Act — has backed a compara- 
tively small local lawsuit claiming that the proposed 
Brooklyn Bridge Park is actually a handout to real- 
estate developers. 

The Empire State Development Corporation’s 85-acre 
waterfront development — which calls for open space fi- 
nanced by on-site residential towers — has incited bitter 
controversy in Downtown Brooklyn. 

But Sierra Club officials, who submitted an amicus brief 
in support of the Brooklyn Bridge Park Defense Fund’s law- 
suit on Thursday, say this local issue has much-wider rami- 
fications. 

“The Sierra Club’s interest concerns not only the con- 
struction of residential units in Brooklyn Bridge Park, but 
the ramifications nationwide if such private use and devel- 
opment is allowed on land conveyed for the public’s use as 
a park,” the club said in its brief. 

The suit alleges that the state’s plan violates law by in- 
cluding private housing in a public park, fails to adequately 
consider traffic impacts, and ignores an existing plan for a 
“community” park that would not include on-site develop- 

“This is a test case impacting the future of all public 
parks,” warned Fund President Judi Francis. “If housing is 
allowed to happen in this great park, it will run roughshod 
over the entire city, state and nation.” — Dana Rubinstein 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

The Brooklyn Academy of 
Music officially became a 
national cultural attraction last 
week. 

BAM’s tum-of-the-century Beaux 
Arts building in Fort Greene — 
built in 1908 after a fire destroyed 
the original building on Montague 
Street — was named to the Nation- 
al Register of Historic Places 
thanks to the “uniqueness” of its ar- 
chitecture, and its “cultural contri- 
butions,” according to Sandy 
Sowatka, a spokesperson for BAM. 

The building (right) has been a 
city landmark since 1978, but the 
new federal status will allow BAM 
to apply for special federal grants 
for any repair or restoration of its 
historic features. 

The perk comes a bit too late — 
in 2004, the building underwent an 


$8.6-milhon facelift paid for by the 
city, the state, and private donors. 

The restored terra-cotta comice 
on the building’s fagadc — which 
deteriorated in the 1950s — im- 
pressed the officials who added 
BAM to the Register. 

“The colors are just wildly vivid,” 
said Sowatka. “That’s not true of 
many other buildings of the era.” 

BAM’s cultural importance is 
more than just skin deep. Icons 
throughout history — including 
Mark Twain, Theodore Roosevelt 
and Amelia Earhart — have graced 
its stage since its first civil-war era 
performance. 

BAM now joins the Brooklyn 
Bridge, Prospect Park’s Litchfield 
Villa, and even the 15 th Street F 
train station among Brooklyn’s 
132 entries on the esteemed federal 
registry. — Sara Vogel 



Academic joins fight to save ‘Underground RR’ houses 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

An expert on the Under- 
ground Railroad has join- 
ed the crusade to save two 
Duffield Street houses that 
are facing demolition by 
the city. 

The expert, Delores Wal- 
ters, was one of a number of 
academics hired by a consult- 
ing firm to investigate local 
claims that the houses, at 225 
and 227 Duffield, were sta- 
tions on the Underground 


Railroad. 

She says they may not have 
been — but that the city 
should err on the side of cau- 
tion before tearing down a po- 
tentially historic site. 

The city wants to bull- 
doze the homes and build 
a parking lot for a pro- 
posed hotel in Downtown 
Brooklyn. 

Opponents of the plan 
say the city is ignoring the 
remnants of what was 


once an extensive network of 
houses and farms that shel- 
tered mnaway slaves journey- 
ing from bondage to Canada. 

“African-Americans’ strag- 
gle for freedom, equality and 


self-determination dates from 
the earliest period of the 
American colonies and is a 
continuing legacy that we 
must now preserve,” Walters 
wrote in a private letter to City 


Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Prospect Heights), who 
promptly made it public. 

“Duffield Street . . . provides 
such an opportunity. I strongly 
support the idea that a cultural 


and historical heritage site or 
corridor be created.” 

Walters is one of many ex- 
perts who have called for 
preservation of the houses. 

— Brendan Mysliwiec 



Court Street lawyer Leo Kimmel in his law office on — where else? — Court Street. 

Proud to be a ‘Court Street lawyer’ 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

There’s a certain notoriety behind 
the term “Court Street lawyer.” 

Who else would you find hanging out 
across the street from the courthouse but 
a bunch of, as Leo Kimmel puts it, “low- 
level hustlers and ambulance chasers”? 

In a good way. 

“We’re the people’s lawyers,” said 
Kimmel, who has been practicing law on 
Court Street — with pride — for 40 years. 

“I mean, where do people go? They 
don’t go to Manhattan and those fancy 
law firms. When you have an accident, 
get arrested, have marital problems, you 
come to Court Street.” 

The Brooklyn-born father of four — 
who turned 70 on July 10 — remains a 


boisterous, energetic man. But revisiting 
his career reveals a man who’s not only 
witnessed, but also been a part of, 
Brooklyn legal history. 

Kimmel became a lawyer in 1966, 
and went to work at the Brooklyn Dis- 
trict Attorney’s office, where he was an 
ADA alongside future DAs Robert Keat- 
ing and Charles Hynes. 

After a stint in the state Welfare De- 
partment’s Inspector General’s Office, he 
returned to Court Street in 1975 and nev- 
er left. 

Things have changed considerably since 
Kimmel opened his first office. The neigh- 
borhoods are different, attitudes have shift- 
ed — but some things never change. 

“The same kinds of people are still 
getting into trouble,” he said. 


People still get into accidents, still get 
divorced, still dispute contracts, still steal 
from each other and still, occasionally, 
get caught. 

And the judge they see was probably 
schooled by Leo Kimmel. 

“I’ve been in this business a long 
time,” he said. “Many of the judges over 
here I trained when they were first pri- 
vate lawyers. Even in the DA’s office, 
when they sent new guys up, I’d train 
them. A lot of them moved up pretty fast 
to the Supreme Court.” 

When he appears before such judges 
today, he doesn’t get a break, he said. 

“When I don’t like what they do, they 
say, ‘What are you talking about? You 
trained me ! ’ ” — Jim Knipfel 


Every group hates traffic 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

A coalition of 28 com- 
munity groups — span- 
ning a wide swath from 
Bay Ridge to Greenpoint 
— are demanding that 
Mayor Bloomberg focus 
more attention on the traf- 
fic that is “blanketing our 
streets with cars and 
trucks.” 

The groups’ demands — 
contained in a July 13 letter to 
City Hall — come as traffic is 
increasingly perceived as a 
leading quality-of-life prob- 

From the opening of a Fair- 
way in Red Hook to develop- 
ment in Williamsburg that has 
caused overcrowding of the L 
train to the failure to update 
track routes even though 
many pass through booming 
residential neighborhoods, 
residents of many communi- 
ties are screaming, “Enough!” 

“Traffic and transportation 
are huge issues and they ... 
are not being addressed,” said 
Aaron Naparstek, community 
organizer and Park Slope 
Civic Council member. 

The traffic concerns are es- 
pecially acute, given the pace 
of recent development, such 
as in Williamsburg and Green- 
point and along Fourth Av- 
enue, where upzoning has en- 
couraged rapid growth. 

And hanging like a specter 
over central Brooklyn is 
Brace Ratner’s nearly 7,000- 
apartment, 18,000-seat basket- 
ball arena proposed for 
Prospect Heights. 

The letter — signed by a 
veritable United Nations of 
groups, such as the Bay Ridge 
Community Council, the 
Gowanus Community Stake- 
holder Group, the Polish Slavic 
Center Community Services, 
South Midwood Residents’ As- 
sociation, United Jewish Orga- 
nization of Williamsburg, Unit- 
ed Puerto Rican Organization 
of Sunset Park and the Vinegar 


Hill Neighborhood Association enough, [but] w 




dispel the notion that the cc 


— was received with some than anyone in recent memory munity groups are anti-devel- 

confusion at City Hall, which to prepare against excessive opment. 

prides itself on its traffic and growth and to protect it where “We want Brooklyn to 
transit efforts. it’s appropriate,” said mayoral grow,” he said. “Brooklyn’s 

“People may be frustrated spokeswoman Sharon Fuchs. gotta grow. But it’s gotta grow 

that it’s not going quickly But Naparstek was quick to smart.” — Mysliwiec 


esmumsm 

The Rappin' Urban Planners 

Call them the rapping urban planners. But Devonne Knights and Kinani Burton 
rhyme a vision for Fulton Mall that could shake the doldrums off the 1970s-era 
shopping strip. The two sharp-tongued planners — 11th graders at the Brooklyn 
High School of Music and Theatre — participated in the Cooper-Hewitt National 
Design Museum "Design Your 'Hood" program. Models of their future Fulton 
Mall and, of course, copies of their "Fulton Mizzle" rap, will be on exhibit at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society through July 30. Knights and Burton checked in with 
Ariella Cohen last week. 


Q: So Devonne, you're an aspiring 
rapper and aspiring city planner. Let's 
hear you use both talents to explain 
what you see when you visit Fulton 
Mall. 

Knights: “The downfall of the mall is the 
walls are all peeled. And the people ova’ 
there straight crowd the place. . .” 

Q: You wrote that under your nom de 
rap, "Metro T dot," who represents 
Metrotech, while your other rap iden- 
tity, Fulton Mizzle, reps the mall it- 
self. So what would be Mizzle's come- 
back to that shot from T dot? 

Knights: Here goes: “Yeah, you got mad 
trees, but you’re here for no reason/The area 
got land, but it ain’t got a plan/’ Cause you 
got a use so I don’t understand/And the peo- 
ple like me, but you don’t got no fans.” 

Q: Ouch. What did you think about 
the mall when you first began this 
project? 

Knights: I like it and I go there all the time, 
but the streets are all broken up and some of 
the windows are all boarded up. There is no 
place to relax. 

Burton: It was just a place to buy shoes and 
pants or a suit, but it appealed to a lot of 
people. 

Q: Mizzle opens the rap battle with a 


shout out to Fulton's shops — "We 
got accessories for sale and they all 
go for low prices/fashion for the styl- 
ist, come here you got to buy this..." 
But the Fulton Mall BID wants to 
bring new stores to the mall to at- 
tract new shoppers. Do you think 
changing up the retail mix is neces- 
sary? 

Burton: There is a relationship between the 
stores and the [feel] of the mall, so it is im- 
portant, but I think the stores are good now. 
New stores could be good too, but the big 
problem is cleaning up the streets and giving 
people nice places to sit down when they 
aren’t shopping. 

Q: According to Metro T dot, shop- 
pers "get what they want, then they 
rave and flaunt. And then they drop 
all the trash, grab the bags and 
dash." How do you fix that? 

Burton: I designed an open plaza with big 
stairs to sit on and look at the historic build- 
ings. People need places to sit and have a 
drink or a snack and look at all the buildings 
that made the place what it is. 

Q: What should we do to make that 
happen? 

Knights and Burton (in unison): Listen to 
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ola baby 


A specialty shop featuring ducduc, NurseryWorks, 
Oeuf, Argington, Phil & Ted's, Peg Perego, 

The Ergo Baby Carrier, New Native Sling, Medela, 
Dr. Brown, Second Nature, Mustela, California Baby, 
Jaffa By Oinkbaby, Coccoli, Ooh La La, 
Kee-Ka, Sand Cassel Kids by Goorin, Diaper Dudes, 
Reese Li Baby, Melissa & Doug, 

Serena & Lily and dwellbaby 

315 Court St., Brooklyn, between Sackett and Degraw 
718.422.1978 • olababy.com 
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The 9-year-old's on 
on her own in Slope 


S MARTMOM THINKS 
that the Oh So Feisty 
One, at age 9, is old 
enough to walk to the comer 

In the eyes of some Park 
Slope moms, Smartmom is 



792 Eastern Parkway, 

corner Kingston Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 

Train: #3 train to Kingston Avenue, 
stops in front of museum. 


5|e Jewish Childr en'* Museu m 



Sunday: 1 0:00am — 6:00pm 

Monday — Thursday: 
10:00am — 4:00pm 

Friday & Saturday: Closed 


Tickets: 

General Admission: $ 1 0 
(Children under 2 free) 


Bring this coupon and receive 

10% OFF 

Restrictions apply. Offer valid until 01/01/07. 



Museum Activities: 

• Hands-on Exhibits 
•Video Theatre 

j • Arts & Crafts 

• Outdoor Mini Golf 

• Live Game Show 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is proud to present 

First Class 

Care 


Day 


167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . 
Serving ages 2.6-6 


✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 

✓ Indoor Gym 

✓ Integrated Program 

✓ Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurtuing t 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 



HOW JEWISH HISTORY, 
CULTURE, AND VALUES SHAPED 
THE COMIC BOOK SUPERHERO 

BY SIMCHA WEINSTEIN, Signed copies 

a.k.a. “THE COMIC BOOK RABBI” 

7 urge everyone who is interested in the deeper meanings 
behind heroes to enjoy this book. ” — Stan Lee 

ssjuraiawti^S. 


doing the right thing in devel- 
oping her daughter’s sense of 
independence. 

In other Park Slope eyes, 
Smartmom is guilty of child 
abuse 

It all started when OSFO’s 
best friend, Crystal, was al- 
lowed to walk to OSFO’s house 
unaccompanied. That meant 
crossing one-way Second 
Street. Alone. She had to call 
home as soon as she arrived, of 
course, but she made it. 

After witnessing such suc- 
cess, OSFO began clamoring 
to go to Crystal’s house all by 
herself. 

Smartmom wasn’t sure her 
girl was quite 
ready, so, for 
starters, she let 
OSFO and Crys- 
tal walk around 


Upper West Side of Manhattan, 
Smartmom was crossing many 
blocks — including two-way 
streets! — to get to her second- 
grade class. Two years later, she 
was taking city buses and sub- 
ways — by herself. 

Some would say it was a 
different city then. And it was. 
In the 1970s, crime was ram- 
pant, garbage was every- 
where, and filthy streets (no 
Pooper Scooper Law, remem- 
ber?) were filled with crazy 
people released from mental 
hospitals. 

Sure, it was scary. But for 
Smartmom’s smart mom, it 
was all part of teacher her 


the c< 


o the 


candy 

Park Slope Books. 

Ah la liberte: 

what a blast to 
buy Skittles at the candy store 
and browse picture books at 
the bookstore. Alone. And it 
involved no street-crossing. 

Next, Smartmom decided 
that OSFO was ready to cross 
Second Street with Crystal. 
They are both capable and 
cautious kids who know to 
wait for the green light and 
look both ways. 

They also know to be wary 
of strangers and even familiar- 
looking people whom she 
doesn’t really know. 

The other day, Crystal and 
OSFO were joined by their 
schoolmate, Kate. Crystal 
wanted to pick up her Build-a- 
Bear at home, so Smartmom 
said the three girls could go to 
Crystal’s house if they were 
very, very careful crossing lit- 
tle Second Street. 

Well, when Superprotective 
Mom got wind of it, she hit 
the roof. She told Kate, in no 
uncertain terms, that she was 
NEVER to cross the street. 
Ever. Later, Smartmom spoke 
to Superprotective Mom and 
told her that she was sorry for 
her “Mommy boo-boo.” She 
should have called and asked 
whether Kate was allowed to 
cross the street. 

“It wasn’t about crossing 
the street,” Superprotective 
Mom said. “I don’t want Kate 
on the street at all. There are 
too many bad people around. I 
don’t think she’s ready to deal 
with something if it happens.” 

Smartmom felt duly repri- 
manded, but she knew that 
she wasn’t going to put the ki- 
bosh on OSFO’s burgeoning 
independence. 

Oh how things have 
changed! Growing up on the 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 


daughter about life in the city 
(including how to deal with 
her bus pass getting stolen on 
a regular basis). 

So, where were Smart- 
mom’s — and other kids’ — 
parents? Maybe they were too 
distracted by the Sexual Rev- 
olution to accompany their 
kids around town. More like- 
ly, they just let their kids go it 
alone — like their parents did, 
and their parents’ parents did. 

T HE CITY HAS COME 
a long way since “Ford 
to City: Drop Dead!” 
yet city parents are more pro- 
tective than ever. Back when 
it was truly treacherous, those 
1970s parents were laisse- 
faire about sending their kids 
into the urban jungle. 

But now? Forget it. Most 
Slope kids under age 12 are not 
allowed out alone at all. Par- 
ents are always in the picture 
when the kids are riding their 
bikes, making chalk drawings, 
playing hopscotch or squirting 
water pistols at each other (wa- 


The Only Children's Dental Service in Greater Sunset Park! 

Sunset Pediatric 
Dentistry Aria 

Complete Dental Care for You and Your children 

Dr. I. Medrano n.n.s. 

5802 6th Ave. (Cor 58th st) • (718) 492-3677 “ '' 

Se habla espanol • Open Mon-Thurs 10-6, Fri & Sat 10-4 
Major credit cards accepted & financial plans available 



Jhaggs Shoot 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


tQ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
_C3 Exclusive outdoor facilities 
ajfl Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Brooklyn Heights 

JEWISH SPORTS ACADEMY 

Ages: 5-9 June 26th - August 11th 

At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Swimming. Soccer & Tennis 
DATES: Session 3: July 24th - Aug 4th, Session 4 (1 week only): Aug 7th - 1 1th 

Contact: Simcha (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 • Jewishrevolution@aol.com 

Checks made payable to Camp Gan Israel, 117 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Administration fee of $100 per child. Camp is closed July 4th and Aug. 3rd (Tisha B'Av) 



This Week’s Workshops 


Oil Painting Miniatures far Adults Tue , 7/25 
Painting for Kids Wed, 7/26 
Silk Screening for Adults Wed , 7/26 
Silver Art Clay for Teens Fri, 7/27 
Sillier Art Clay for Adults Fri, 7/27 
(Pre-registration required) 


MIX IT UP! 


ter pistols could lead to gang 
violence, after all!). 

There’s no denying that the 
Slope has its dangers. Fifteen- 
year-old Teen Spirit was 
mugged a couple of months 
ago on Eighth Avenue and 
Third Street. A group of kids 
surrounded him and asked for 
his iPod. He calmly gave it to 
them and they let him go. 

He did the right thing, but it 
could have been a lot worse. 
What if the kids wanted to 
beat him up? 

When Smartmom and Hep- 
cat grilled Teen Spirit about 
the incident, they asked what 
the boys looked like, careful 
not to blurting out anything 
vaguely racist (or racial). 

The thought of the mug- 
ging gives Smartmom chills. 
But she’s glad that his first 
mugging was relatively easy. 
He’s crossed that essential 
milestone and maybe it will 
make him more alert on the 
street in the long run. 

Luckily, that incident didn’t 
crimp Teen Spirit’s independ- 
ent style. He takes the subway 
to school every day, to con- 
certs in Manhattan, to Times 
Square to see movies. 

Times Square?! The way 
Smartmom sees it, why grow 
up in New York City if you 
can’t be a real city kid? Move to 
the suburbs if you want safe. 

You can’t teach your chil- 
dren to live their lives in fear. 
And you can’t hover over 
them forever. They need to 
learn the law of the streets: be 
alert, check to see if anyone is 
following you, duck into a 
store or apartment building if 
you feel nervous, find an adult 
or a cop if something happens. 

Learning to survive in the 
city is not an art, it’s a craft. 
And you’ve got to start some- 

Crossing the street to Crys- 
tal’s house is probably as good 
a place as any. 

Louise Crawford also runs 
the Web site "Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn. ” 



At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 

Fun 8t learning for ages 6-13 

1 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com 


KidsEsBSl 


Let us pay your toll 
to Staten Island... 

by offering Brooklyn residents 
50% OFF our annual tuition. 

Limited time offer for K-8‘ h 

CALL TODAY! 


718 * 351*4442 


New Dorp Christian Academy 


Committed, to excellence 
in Academic and Spiritual education 

259 Rose Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10306 



HELP! CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS REGENTS 


Over 95,000 Books Sold! 

HIGH MARKS: REGENTS CHEMISTRY MADE EASY! 

- BY SHARON WELCHER $10.95 

(JSDI HIGH MARKS: REGENTS PHYSICS MADE EASY! 

USd* - BY SHARON WELCHER $12.95 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Childcare II Instruction 


Superb Part-Time Nanny 

Especially skilled with AD/HD kids! 
IN PARK SLOPE 

Call Bonnie 

(718) 369-6278 ^ 


Experienced Au Pair with excellen 
references. Fluent in English 
Spanish, Portuguese and French 
Ask for Jarina. (718) 768-4559. 


dS(*S(6) 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 

718 - 434-9697 

917 - 318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


charlessibirsky.com 
Bands available 

718-768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 


IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


DRUM LESSONS 

All Styles, Levels, & A^es (6+) 


Children’s Party 

ENTERTAINMENT 

LOTS OF FUN!! 

(91 7)3 28-6310 

www.childrenspartyent.com A40 


(Regents) and college math (includ- 
ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very reason- 


Sleep under the stars every night.. . in your own bedroom! 
■ Visit website dr receive. 20% off ah orignal 
StarScapes ® ceiling with this ad * 

- www.starscapeslx.com/NYC 

4 Call Toll Free 1 (866) 829 7504 A 


StarScapeS 
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THE BATTLE FOR 4TH AVENUE 

It's a stretch, but some want to protect its 'character' 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

“Kill the 12-story mon- 
ster,” read a hand-painted 
sign sprouting up amid 
weeds and abandoned toys 
in a lot on Fourth Avenue 
and 12th Street. 

“Monster” referred to a res- 
idential tower destined for an- 
other vacant lot across the 
street. It also advertised a June 
13 meeting, which attracted 
81 residents troubled about the 
pace of development. 

The Park Slope South Com- 
munity — an incipient group 
home from the meeting — is 
manning the barricades in what 
has become Brooklyn’s latest 
divisive battle: one faction 
wants to develop a neighbor- 
hood, another unites to protect 
that neighborhood’s “character.” 

Both sides can’t win, can 
they? 

Tall buildings are rising on 
Fourth Avenue thanks to the 
2003 rezoning of Park Slope, 
which protected low-rise resi- 
dential streets from developers’ 
plans, while turning commer- 
cial thoroughfares, particularly 
Fourth Avenue between Union 
and 15th streets, into blank can- 
vases for redevelopment. 

The zoning regulations now 
allow developers to build as 
high as 120 feet and to extend 
those buildings 100 feet down 
side streets. 

The more-permissive zon- 
ing has already spurred a flur- 
ry of development. Now 
Fourth Avenue — once a 
place to get your flat fixed — 
aspires to become a true part 
of gentrified Park Slope. 

“Any piece of land that can 
be gotten there and developed is 
being bought up,” said Roslyn 
Huebener, a longtime real-estate 
broker in the neighborhood. 

But with growth comes 
growing pains. And what is a 
boon for some — apartment 
buyers and the developers 
who court them — is a 
tragedy for others. 

Lillian Striano lives within 
100 feet of Fourth Avenue on 


CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS ALONG FOURTH AVENUE 
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KEY: BtOWER ■ BUILDING FOR SALE □ EMPTY LOT ■ RENOVATIONS GOING ON 


1 lth Street, a block of meticu- 
lously maintained rowhouses. 
A number of them date to the 
late 1800s and have been in 
the same family for genera- 

While many of her neigh- 
bors have sold their houses to 
developers for astronomical 
profits, Striano is holding onto 
her home of 37 years. 

Striano, 83, grew up around 
the comer. Her husband Sal, 
to whom she’s been married 
for 64 years, was bom down 
the block. 

“I thought our next stop 
would be Green- Wood Ceme- 
tery,” said Striano. “I never 
thought I’d be asked to 

But she was. Striano says 
she’s been repeatedly pres- 
sured by developer Bailing 
Yang to sell. 

Yang has already snatched 
up the houses on either side of 
Striano and has bought prop- 
erties around the comer on 
Fourth Avenue, including the 
Laundromat. 

“I don’t care what you offer 
me,” said Striano. “I want my 

The offers are getting hard- 
er and harder to refuse. 

The three-story house next 
door sold for $860,000 in 
April, and the two-story house 


on the other side supposedly 
sold for even more. 

And that’s peanuts com- 
pared to the price tags on 
some nearby homes. 

A three-story building at 
488 Fourth Ave. that sold last 
October for $1.38 million is 
now selling for $2.1 million. 
Across the street, a four-story 
building is selling for $2.15 
million. Tellingly, both are 
listed by Massey Knakal — 
the real-estate behemoth — as 
“development sites.” 

A development site is “a 
place where you would build 
a new building,” said Massey 
Knakal agent Kenneth Free- 
man. “The Fourth Avenue 
market right now has tremen- 
dous upside. It’s not there yet, 
but I have every reason to be- 
lieve it will be there.” 

Freeman says that the con- 
dos being built up and down 
Fourth Avenue offer attractive 
amenities to the flood of peo- 
ple coursing into Brooklyn — 
the well-regarded PS 321, an 
easy commute to Manhattan, 
and relative proximity to 
Prospect Park. 

He’s not alone. 

“[Fourth Avenue] is a nice 
street,” said Yang. “It has an 
island in the middle, and it can 
have trees. It can become like 
Park Avenue of Manhattan.” 


Neither Yang nor develop- 
er Isaac Katan wants to let 
the opportunity pass. Katan 
has 200 units under construc- 
tion in towers at Fifth and 
Second streets — and in the 
next five months, he ’ll start 
excavation on another 200. 

In total, there are 12 new 
buildings rising between 
Union and 15th streets, ac- 
cording to Community Board 
6 District Manager Craig 
Hammerman. Most notably, 
there are two Shaya Boymel- 
green towers going up — one 
near the Old Stone House at 
Fourth Street and another 
nearby. 

It’s not just the condo and 
coop market that’s booming. 

Urban View Realty was 
showing two, two-bedroom 
rentals on Fourth Avenue for 
$2,000 a piece. 

“These went in a week or 
two — so fast,” said Olivia 
Prudhomme, an agent. The 
neighborhood’s so hot that 
| some apartments are rented 
i the same day they are listed. 

| And with new residents, 
s comes retail. 

§■ “[Now] you can charge up to 
=, $60 a foot on Fourth Avenue 
| for retail,” marveled Katan. 
“ “Nobody was thinking or 
p dreaming a few years ago to 

Construction of a new apartment tower on Fourth Avenue. get even $30 a foot.” 



Retailers on Seventh Avenue 
— a much more established 
and pedestrian-friendly com- 
mercial sector — pay up- 
wards of $75 per square foot. 

“Fourth Avenue would ap- 
pear to be coming of age,” 
said Ken Adams, president of 
the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce. “It’s certainly 
not a retail backwater any- 


Development in Park Slope 
has been proceeding in fits 
and starts for years. 

In the early 1990s, Park 
Slope north of Union Street 
was rezoned to protect the 
character of the neighborhood. 

The success of that rezon- 
ing led its 2003 extension 
south to 15th Street. 

Fourth Avenue — a wide 
street well-served by public 
transportation — was recon- 
ceived as the “Park Avenue of 
Brooklyn.” 

“Fourth Avenue [is seen] as 
a safety valve,” said Hammer- 
man. “Some of the market 
pressures on the rest of neigh- 
borhood can be released onto 
a wide street that could better 
support housing density. 

“At the time, one would 
have been hard-pressed to find 
any opponents to the plan,” he 


Development — and over- 
development — have become 
the issue of the day in Brook- 
lyn, and given the statistics, 
it’s no surprise. 

Forty-two percent of New 
Yorkers earn less than 
$32,000 a year. In 2002, they 
had access to 1.2 million 
rental units. By 2005, the 
number was down to 985,000 
units, according to an NYU 
study, which also concluded 
that rents have increased 8 
percent citywide in just three 

Further exacerbating the 
housing crunch on Fourth Av- 
enue is the fact that afford- 
able housing provisions were 
not included in the 2003 re- 
zoning. 

Development along Fourth 
Avenue may be unavoidable, 
but residents are taking a 

Striano and another neigh- 
bor’s refusal to sell their hous- 
es makes it impossible for 
Yang to carry out her plan on 
Fourth Avenue. 

“For a while I was quite 
positive I was doing some- 
thing,” said Yang. “But there 
have been some changes of 

Striano has held off the de- 



90% off your initiation 

+ 4 free Personal Training sessions 

(worth $320) 

Offer ends August 10th 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 


Lights! Camera! 
Action! 

Cablecast Your Own TV Show 
on SCAT for FREE 


by J.M. Rivera 

M aybe you’re one of the thousands with an idea for a TV 
show kicking around in your heard. Or maybe you’re 
thinking of a career change and want to pick up new skills. Or 
perhaps you’ve watched a television show and thought “I could 
do better.” If you’re a Brooklyn resident or work for a Brooklyn- 
based organization or business, you can fulfill life-long dreams by 
attending a free orientation at BCAT/Brooklyn Community 
Access Television, Brooklyn’s public access television station, 
where you’ll learn how you can cablecast your own show on 
BCAT for little or no money. More information is available at 
www.bcat.tv/bcat. 


No equipment? The BCAT Media 
Center has everything you need to 
produce your own show - from hand- 
held video cameras to studio cameras 
equipped with teleprompters to edit- 
ing equipment - and in a few short 
weeks, you can gain the basic knowl- 
edge needed to operate the equip- 
ment to produce your own show. 

The first step is to attend a 2-hour 
orientation, held twice a month at the 
BCAT Media Center on a first-come, 
first-served basis - usually on the first 
Tuesday of month from 6pm-8pm 
(unless it’s a holiday) plus an addi- 
tional weekend date. The orientation 
covers the basics about public access 
television and BCAT’s role in the 
community. You’ll learn about local 
and federal rules and regulations - 
what you can and can’t do on your 
show - and get an overview of the 
television production workshops 
available. 

After attending an orientation, any 
Brooklyn resident or employee of a 
Brooklyn-based organization can sign 
up for one of BCAT’s two low-cost 
training workshops, part of BCAT’s 
Brooklyn Center for Media Edu- 
cation and Access. 

The Basic Field/Editing Production 
Workshop covers pre-production, 
production and post-production. 
You’ll learn to use a camera, set up 


Housed in the former Strand 
Theater building, on the corner of 
Fulton Street and Rockwell Place, 
BCAT trains hundreds of Brooklyn 
residents and employees in televi- 
sion production at state-of-the-art 
facilities; offers free access to 
equipment; and airs community- 
produced segments, as well as a 
24-hour bulletin board announcing 
Brooklyn events and available 
services, on four public access cable 
television channels. On Time Warner 
Cable these are channels 34, 35, 
56, and 57; on Cablevision, 67, 68, 
69, and 70. The programs are 
also streamed live online at 
www.bcat.tv/bcat. 

If you have your own equipment, 
you have until July 28 to apply for a 
free weekly or monthly time slot for 
the spring season, which runs from 
the end of September through 
December. After which, new appli- 
cations are accepted quarterly. 
You’ll need to complete an applica- 
tion form and bring it to BCAT, 
along with a current utility bill that 
shows proof of Brooklyn residency; 
a government-issued photo ID; and 
finished tapes - four if you’re apply- 
ing for a weekly show; one if you’re 
applying for a monthly show. (One- 
time specials can be submitted 
throughout the year.) 


Learn the basics of TV pro- 
duction, as well as more 
advanced skills, at BCAT’s 
Brooklyn Center for Media 
Education and Access. 

fights and sound, and edit your work. 
The Basic Television Studio Work- 
shop gives you hands-on experience at 
operating studio cameras and 
acquaints you with the main aspects 
of studio equipment as well as floor 
management, directing, producing, 
and working with “talent.” 

Once you’ve successfully completed 
a production workshop, you become 
a Certified Producer and can use the 
BCAT facilities and equipment at no 
additional cost to produce your own 
28-minute programs for cablecast as 
part of the “Brooklyn Free Speech 
Television” line-up on BCAT. 

You’ll also be able to hone your 
skills in more advanced classes on 
Avid editing, interviewing, and fight- 
ing or sound techniques. 

Attend a BCAT orientation on 
August 1 at 6pm or August 8 at 
1 lam and experience the satisfaction 
of seeing your name on the closing 
credits of your first television 
production. For more information, 
visit www.bcat.tv/bcat or call 718- 
935-1122, ext. 211. 
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llEESEStEAki 

FACtory^i 

We Use 100% Virgin Italian Olive Oil — 


Philly Cheesesteak Sandwiches 

Steak Sandwich $6.45 

Thinly sliced sirloin grilled to perfection 

Cheese Steak $6.95 

Thinly sliced sirloin with grilled onions and choice of cheese 

in Steak $6.45 

Thinly sliced breast of chicken grilled to perfection 

in Cheesesteak $6.95 

Thinly sliced chicken breast with grilled onions & choice of cheese 

Philly Pizza Steak $7.45 



Cheesesteak Factory Combos 

Cheesesteak Combo $8.45 


Chicken Cheesesteak Combo $8.45 

Thinly sliced grilled chicken breast with onions and choice of cheese served with French 
fries and choice of soda 

Turkey Cheesesteak Combo $8.45 

Thinly sliced grilled turkey breast withe 1 " 1 " 


Toppings & Sides 

Factory Buffalo Wings . 


Thinly sliced turkey with grilled onions, peppers, mushrooms and choice of cheese 

Lo-Carb Platters & Sandwiches 

Lo-Carb Steak Platter $7.45 

Thinly sited sirloin with grilled to perfection and served with grilled onions and Mat cheese 

Lo-Carb Chicken Platter $7.95 

Thinly sliced breast of chicken served with grilled onions and choice of cheese 

Lo-Carb Steak Sandwich $7.95 

diced sidoin grilled to perfection served with grilled onions and Mat cheese on 


16.00 

10 pcs -lid or Spicy 

Waffle Fries $2.50 

Cheese Fries $3.00 

New Vinegar Fries $2.95 

Made with red wine vinegar and salt 

Onion Rings $3.00 

Cheese Onion Rings $3.25 

Double Cheese $ .50 

Hot or Sweet Green Peppers $ .50 

Mushroom $ .50 


8407 Third Avenue • (718) 833-8880 

VISIT US ALSO AT: 191 Houston St., NYC • 14th St. & 6th Ave., NYC 


D’Heights arsenal raided 



By Dana Rubinstein 
and Sara Vogel 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


Four firearms are now 
in criminal hands after a 
Dyker Heights man’s arse- 
nal was raided on July 12. 

It was late afternoon when 
the 67th Street resident dis- 
covered that someone had 
broken into his basement and 
stolen his Remington .30-cal- 
iber bolt-action rifle, an Ithaca 
hammerless 16-gauge shot- 
gun, a British .303 bolt-action 
seven-shot rifle, and a J. 
Stevens Co. 22-gauge single- 
action rifle. 

Charles Saccardi, 76, inher- 
ited the guns from his father in 
the 1970s — they haven’t 
been used since. 

“The only reason I keep 
them is they’re sentimental,” 
said Saccardi. “I wouldn’t buy 
a gun today. You gotta be 
crazy. You need gun control. 
You gotta have it.” 

It’s not clear who carried 
out the $800 weapons grab or 
what they sought to do with 
the stolen firepower, but the 
Saccardi told cops that two 
younger women who had 
been helping him out might 
have stolen keys to the cellar 
of the house, which is bet- 
ween 11th and 12th avenues. 

No arrests have been made. 

Teaming up 

Two aspiring robbers were 
arrested on July 12 after they 
targeted the wrong family. 

After a late night out, an 18- 
year-old returned to his apart- 
ment building on 11th Avenue 
between 67th and 68th streets, 
when someone grabbed his neck 
from behind and demanded, 
“Give me everything you got!” 

When the victim demurred, 
he received a swift punch to the 
face and his silver cross neck- 
lace was tom from his neck. 

The victim fought back, and 
the noisy altercation reached 
the ears of his 38-year-old fa- 
ther, who came down to the 
lobby. Upon his appearance, the 
two assailants fled to a nearby 
subway station, the father and 
son in hot pursuit. 

In the station, one of the rob- 
bers picked up a glass bottle, 
broke off the end, and lunged at 
the father, lacerating his left 
forearm. 

The father fought back, and 
the brouhaha attracted the atten- 
tion of a nearby cop. 


The father and son were tak- 
en to Lutheran Medical Center 
in Sunset Park, and the two rob- 
bers to Coney Island Hospital. 

Bedroom Raid 

Thieves who broke into a 
home on 72nd Street between 
Third and Fourth avenues on 


July 13 raided the master bed- 
room and carted away $32,405 
worth of jewelry. 

The well-adorned couple’s 
biggest losses included a 
$4,500 Breitling watch, a 
$3,000 Rolex, a $3,000 set of 
snakehead bangle bracelets, a 
gold coin necklace-and-bracelet 


set worth $6,500, a $3,400 dia- 
mond and white gold tennis 
necklace, and a $500 14-karat 
gold Allah medallion. 

No arrests were made. 

Doors off 

A 29-year-old man who had 
parked his Sahara Jeep in front 
of his house on Narrows Av- 
enue and 72nd Street on July 12 
returned to his car the next day 
to find that the Jeep was miss- 
ing some very important ap- 
pendages — its doors. 

The two doors are worth an 
estimated $3,000. No arrests 
have been made. 

Deli robbed 

Would you like money with 
that? 

A deli owner was opening 
shop at 6:15 am on July 12 
when he noticed an open win- 
dow on the side of his establish- 
ment, at 92nd Street and Gel- 
ston Avenue. 

Upon further inspection, the 
unfortunate 35-year-old propri- 
etor discovered that he had 
been robbed of $2,000. No ar- 
rests have been made. 

Purse snatched 

A Bay Ridge woman got her 
purse snatched while shopping 
at a popular supermarket on 
Third Avenue and 94th Street 
on the evening of July 1 1 . 

The 29-year-old woman dis- 
covered her handbag was miss- 
ing from her shopping cart when 
she went to the checkout line. 

The victim — clearly a bit of 
a shopaholic — lost her Macy’s 
VISA card, her Target VISA 
card, $150 in cash, a cellphone, 
two HSBC cards, and a check- 
book. 

Gym rat 

He was trying to work out, 
but he got worked over instead. 

A 17-year-old was getting in 
shape at a popular gym on 
Fourth Avenue and 87th Street 
when someone broke into his 
locker and stole his Fossil wal- 
let, which held his driver’s li- 
cense and debit card. 


62th Precinct 


Home invasion 

A band of armed thieves 
broke into a second-floor apart- 
ment on West Eighth Street, 
tied up two victims, ransacked 
the place, and ran off with 
$3,200, a cellphone and a credit 

The five perps invaded the 
home, which is near Avenue U, 
on the sweltering July 17 night 
wearing gloves and black 
stockings over their heads. 

They barged through the un- 


locked door, tied up two vic- 
tims with plastic zipties, and 
then kicked down the door of 
the bedroom, where a 20-year- 
old man was sleeping. 

Two masked men held the 
three victims at gunpoint while 
the others rifled through the res- 
idents’ property. The thieves 
fled in a car with the goods, ac- 
cording to one witness. 

Stroller scheme 

Fortunately, they are not 
stealing babies, but thieves have 
been looting baby strollers. 

One of the latest in the string 
of stroller robberies happened 
when a 29-year-old woman left 
her purse dangling on her baby 
carriage at a Laundromat on 
McDonald Avenue, near 
Quentin Road, on July 14. She 
turned to the washing machines 
to do her laundry and when she 
turned back, her purse was 
gone. 

The stealthy perpetrator left 
no trace, and police have no 

Unchained heart 

A lovers’ quarrel turned vio- 
lent when a 19-year-old man 
snatched the chain from around 
the neck of his 17-year-old girl- 
friend at 6 pm on July 12 and 
bruised her chest in the process. 

He fled from the girl’s home 
on 67th Street, near 18th Av- 
enue, and police have yet to ap- 
prehend him. 

Bike bully 

A 12-year-old boy was sit- 
ting on his bicycle on 72nd 
Street near 18th Avenue when a 
bully shoved him to the ground, 
gave him a black eye, and ran 
off with the bike. 

Police escorted the boy 
through the neighborhood to 
search for the bike-stealer, but 
he was not found. 

Own front yard 

An 85-year-old woman 
standing in her 76th Street 
driveway handed over her purse 
to a thief who demanded it at 
1:15 pm on July 14. 

The man got $80 in the heist, 
which took place near 18th Av- 

The woman called cops, who 
searched the neighborhood, but 
the thief was not found. 

Pat down 

Two men mugged a 27- 
year-old man walking down 
85th Street near 16th avenue 
at 4 am on July 14, stealing 
his cellphone and wallet. 

The muggers then fled with 
the goods, which included the 
man’s credit card and Green 
Card. 



Lights! Camera! 
Action! 

Cablecast Your Own TV Show 
on B CAT for FREE 


by J.M. Rivera 

M aybe you’re one of the thousands with an idea for a TV 
show kicking around in your heard. Or maybe you’re 
thinking of a career change and want to pick up new skills. Or 
perhaps you’ve watched a television show and thought “I could 
do better.” If you’re a Brooklyn resident or work for a Brooklyn- 
based organization or business, you can fulfill life-long dreams by 
attending a free orientation at BCAT/Brooklyn Community 
Access Television, Brooklyn’s public access television station, 
where you’ll learn how you can cablecast your own show on 
BCAT for little or no money. More information is available at 


www.bcat.tv/bcat. 

Housed in the former Strand 
Theater building, on the comer of 
Fulton Street and Rockwell Place, 
BCAT trains hundreds of Brooklyn 
residents and employees in televi- 
sion production at state-of-the-art 
facilities; offers free access to 
equipment; and airs community- 
produced segments, as well as a 
24-hour bulletin board announcing 
Brooklyn events and available 
services, on four public access cable 
television channels. On Time Warner 
Cable these are channels 34, 35, 
56, and 57; on Cablevision, 67, 68, 
69, and 70. The programs are 
also streamed live online at 
www.bcat.tv/bcat. 

If you have your own equipment, 
you have until July 28 to apply for a 
free weekly or monthly time slot for 
the spring season, which runs from 
the end of September through 
December. After which, new appli- 
cations are accepted quarterly. 
You’ll need to complete an applica- 
tion form and bring it to BCAT, 
along with a current utility bill that 
shows proof of Brooklyn residency; 
a government-issued photo ID; and 
finished tapes - four if you’re apply- 
ing for a weekly show; one if you’re 
applying for a monthly show. (One- 
time specials can be submitted 
throughout the year.) 


No equipment? The BCAT Media 
Center has everything you need to 
produce your own show — from hand- 
held video cameras to studio cameras 
equipped with teleprompters to edit- 
ing equipment — and in a few short 
weeks, you can gain the basic knowl- 
edge needed to operate the equip- 
ment to produce your own show. 

The first step is to attend a 2-hour 
orientation, held twice a month at the 
BCAT Media Center on a first-come, 
first-served basis — usually on the first 
Tuesday of month from 6pm-8pm 
(unless it’s a holiday) plus an addi- 
tional weekend date. The orientation 
covers the basics about public access 
television and BCAT’s role in the 
community. You’ll learn about local 
and federal rules and regulations — 
what you can and can’t do on your 
show - and get an overview of the 
television production workshops 
available. 

After attending an orientation, any 
Brooklyn resident or employee of a 
Brooklyn-based organization can sign 
up for one of BCAT’s two low-cost 
training workshops, part of BCAT’s 
Brooklyn Center for Media Edu- 
cation and Access. 

The Basic Field/Editing Production 
Workshop covers pre-production, 
production and post-production. 
You’ll learn to use a camera, set up 



Learn the basics of TV pro- 
duction, as well as more 
advanced skills, at BCAT’s 
Brooklyn Center for Media 
Education and Access. 


lights and sound, and edit your work. 
The Basic Television Studio Work- 
shop gives you hands-on experience at 
operating studio cameras and 
acquaints you with the main aspects 
of studio equipment as well as floor 
management, directing, producing, 
and working with “talent.” 

Once you’ve successfully completed 
a production workshop, you become 
a Certified Producer and can use the 
BCAT facilities and equipment at no 
additional cost to produce your own 
28-minute programs for cablecast as 
part of the “Brooklyn Free Speech 
Television” line-up on BCAT. 

You’ll also be able to hone your 
skills in more advanced classes on 
Avid editing, interviewing, and light- 
ing or sound techniques. 

Attend a BCAT orientation on 
August 1 at 6pm or August 8 at 
1 1 am and experience the satisfaction 
of seeing your name on the closing 
credits of your first television 
production. For more information, 
visit www.bcat.tv/bcat or call 718- 
935-1122, ext. 211. 


Nellie Bly now an 'Adventure' 


grant the new owner the permits 
he needed — before all the kids 
went back to school. 

Thomas Auletti, 7, and his 
brother Christopher, 5, flew 
’round and ’round on their 
Wilbur and Orville-style planes, 


one of the park’s new rides. 

They seemed to be having a 
good time, but their father 
wasn’t all that impressed. 

“They were just at Great 
Adventure, so this is nothing!” 
he said. 


By Sara Vogel 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Kids took their first 
rides on the merry-go- 
round at Bensonhurst’s 
Adventures Amusement 
Park last weekend — for- 
merly known as Nellie Bly 
Fun Center — which final- 
ly opened for the busy 
summer season on July 15. 

Red tape — and some nor- 


mal construction delays — 
kept the park’s gates closed to 
out-of-school kids and their 
parents up to this point. 

Mayor Bloomberg prom- 
ised area residents at a recent 
meeting that Bensonhurst 
would have its kiddie playland 
back by mid- July. 

And sure enough, the park 
did get some highly placed help 
in nudging the Parks Depart- 
ment and other city agencies to 
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Thomas and Christopher Auleti at Bensonhurst's Adven- 
tures Amusement Park, which is open for business. 


STEVE 

Continued from page 2 
“Ultimately, the DCCC will 

But political consultants say 
what’s even more important 
than a war chest is the ability to 
stand out amid the onslaught of 
campaigns this year. 

“The money is important, 
but it’s not the be-all and end- 
all of politics,” said political 
consultant Bob LifT. 

“You’re trying to break 
through the clutter,” he added. 
“You have the governor’s and 
attorney general’s races, and, 
of course, Hillary’s race. And 
those are sucking up a lot of 
the oxygen.” 

For what it’s worth, Harri- 
son is putting a brave face on 
a bad situation. 

“Fossella has a lot of mon- 
ey, and I would imagine he’s 
going to need every dime of 
it,” he said. 

On the other hand, the short- 
fall in funding for Harrison is a 
boon for Fossella’ s scandal- 
tarred campaign. He’s raised 
nearly $1.2 million since this 
election cycle began. 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System" placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 



• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coveragi 



Dr. Tony is recognized at 

\ * 0 NLy "$495 

! FOR DENTURE! 


of the Mini Dental Implant. 

Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 


i Limited Time Offer I 461 77th Street - Bay Ridge 
*with a puchase of MDI j www.oraldentalcare.com 







INSIDE 


DINING I PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE I BOOKS 


CINEMA 




The Brooklyn Papers’ essential guide to the Borough of Kings 


Splish splash 

Defunct McCarren Pool is the unlikely venue for concert series 


By Eleazer Gorenstein 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T his summer, Brooklynites will again be 
diving into the old McCarren Park Pool 
for fun, but they won’t be getting wet. 
The Williamsburg pool, which was origi- 
nally built in 1936 by the Works Progress 
Administration, held just under 7,000 people 
in its heyday. It was shut down in 1984 due 
to its derelict condition, according to Parks 
Department spokesman Phil Abramson. But 
now, the city of New York is looking to re- 
store the 50,000-square-foot giant back to its 
natural aquatic state. 

To start the process, the pool will play host 
to a series of concerts this summer, all organ- 
ized by promoter Live Nation, to raise 
awareness of the McCarren Park Pool. The 
music series will begin July 29 with British 
indie rock band Bloc Party, performing with 
the Secret Machines and Mew. 

“There has been an interest by many in the 
community and many city officials in restor- 
ing the pool,” said Abramson. “But to do 
that, we need funds, so that we can make the 
area safe for public access.” 

The required funds that the city would 
need to restore the pool would likely exceed 
$40 million. The pool walls are covered in 
graffiti, there are broken bricks and chipped 
paint around the pavilion, and greenery has 
overtaken the pool floor, Abramson said. 

Last year, choreographer Noemie Lafrance 
persuaded the Parks Department to let her 


put on a dance performance at the pool. The 
department believed that public interest in 
the pool would be the first step in gaining the 
necessary awareness for donations to raise 
money for its repair. 

In return for the privilege of hosting per- 
formances at the pool, two groups donated a 
total of $250,000 to the Parks department to 
renovate the site for short-term use of the ven- 
ue. Lafrance’s dance company gave $50,000, 
and Live Nation gave $200,000, and earned 
the right to host 10 performances this sum- 
mer. They chose to host seven. 

Following the opening performance on 
July 29, there will be more indie rock per- 
formances on Aug. 11 with Williamsburg’s 
own Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Sonic Youth and 
Blood on the Wall, while on Aug. 12 the Yeah 
Yeah Yeahs and Sonic Youth will be joined 
by Awesome Color. 

The fourth performance in the series will 
be on Aug. 17, when the indie folk group Iron 
and Wine will perform, with special guest 
Low. Aug. 23 will feature indie group The 
Shins with J. Mascis, and Aug. 24 will have 
indie country singer Neko Case perform 
along with Joanna Newsom and Martha 
Wainwright. 

The series will conclude on Sept. 9 with 
jam band Gov’t Mule with special guest 
Wolfmother and Two Gallants. 

“The whole goal of this is to have the pool 
become a pool again,” said Sam Kinken, vice 
president of clubs and theaters for Live Na- 
tion. “I’ve lived in Williamsburg for five 



years, and it’s depressing to go by everyday 
and see this eyesore to the public. What better 
way to help the community out and present 
shows in an incredible, eclectic space?” 

The pool is 4-feet-deep all around. The au- 
dience will enter the pool at the southeast end, 
where there is a gentle slope from the lip of 


Making waves: Live Nation presents 
seven concerts in Williamsburg's McCar- 
ren Park Pool, beginning with Bloc Party 
(above left) on July 29 and ending with 
Gov't Mule (above right) on Sept. 9. 


the pool to the pool’s basin. The entire 
perimeter of the McCarren Park Pool looks 
like a castle, according to Kinken. 

“It’s fort-like from the outside,” he said. On 
the way inside, spectators will pass under a 
large brick arch and see the ground level stage. 

“That’s why this makes so much sense,” 
Kinken said. “The stage is already set up, and 
the pool is so big it will appear like you are 
just watching a show at a regular concert ven- 
ue. Out of all of the potential places in the city 
to start something like this in the last 10 years, 
this has garnered more interest than any of 
them, to get this place back on its feet.” 

However, in spite of the seemingly perfect 
concert setting and overwhelming desire by 
city officials and the community to restore the 
pool, there has been some concern about the 
Live Nation concert series. 

“People are upset about this, and Live Na- 
tion has drawn a lot of criticism,” Kinken 
said. “A lot of people are just afraid of 
change. Hopefully, people will be able to see 
that this is something good that hasn’t been 
done before. When’s the last time you heard 
someone asking you to see a show in a pool? 
I hope they’ll realize that it’s for a good cause 
in the end.” 



Ivan the great: Director Ivan Reitman (left) and actor Luke 
Wilson on the set of "My Super Ex-Girlfriend." 


King of comedy 

Ivan Reitman shoots 4 My Super 
Ex-Girlfriend 9 in Brooklyn studios 


By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

C an a superhero have a healthy, happy re- 
lationship with a mere mortal? And, if it 
doesn’t work out, could he/she be 
counted on to bow out gracefully? 

Filmmaker Ivan Reitman addresses those 


burning questions — and more about the dat- 
ing habits of the high-flying, world-saving set 
— in his new big-screen comedy, “My Super 
Ex-Girlfriend,” shot in Brooklyn’s Steiner Stu- 
dios. And, as one might deduce from the title, 
he comes to the conclusion that courting 
someone with extraordinary powers isn’t nec- 
essarily all it’s cracked up to be. 


GO Brooklyn recently talked to the 60- 
year-old “Animal House” and “Stripes” di- 
rector about his latest flick, a romantic come- 
dy about Matt, a nice, normal New Yorker 
(Luke Wilson), who incurs the wrath of his 
gorgeous, super-powered lover, G-Girl (Uma 
Thurman), when he tries to break up with her 
because she is too needy and possessive. 

“Scary Movie” alum Anna Fans plays 
Matt’s new love interest, while “The Office” 
star Rainn Wilson plays his creepy best 
friend and British comedian Eddie Izzard 
plays G-Girl’s nemesis. 

“I wanted to do a romantic comedy and, 
you know, it’s really hard to do an original 
one, to find some new twist on the girl and 
boy story,” Reitman explained. “This has all 
the elements of a classic romantic comedy; 
except it has one sci-fi element, and that’s that 
one character has these special powers and 
See SUPER on page 12 


MUSIC 


Summer lovin’ 

Julio Iglesias is inviting Brooklynites to spend a 
romantic evening with him on the beach. 

The Grammy award winner will perform “Enjoy 
the Romance” at Coney Island’s Asser Levy Sea- 
side Park on July 27 as part of the 28th annual Sea- 
side Summer Concert 

Fans might hear se- 
lections from Iglesias’s 
new album, “Romantic 
Classics,” which is due 
out in stores Sept. 19. 
The album includes 
Iglesias’s versions of 
classic 1960s, ’70s and 
’80s love songs by 
artists like Willie Nel- 
son, George Michael 
and the Bee Gees. 

The Seaside Sum- 
mer Concert Series is hosted by Brooklyn Borough 
President Marty Markowitz. 

"Enjoy the Romance: An Evening with Julio 
Iglesias" begins at 7:30 pm on July 27 at Asser 
Levy Park (West Fifth Street and Surf Avenue in 
Coney Island). This performance is free and open 
to the public. For more information, call (718) 
469-1912 or visit www.brooklynconcerts.com. 

— Jovana Rizzo 



Da 
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Wordplay 

One of the Brooklyn Public Library’s current ex- 
hibitions features work by a designer who literally 
makes art from words. 

And while that artist’s name may not be a house- 
hold world, the name of the novelist whom he has 
collaborated with, Dan 
Brown, certainly is. In fact. 

Brown named his “DaVinci J 

Code” character, Robert T t T 
Langdon, for John Langdon, ' < L 

who designed “ambigrams” 
for Brown’s previous novel, 

“Angels & Demons.” The 
Central Library is now show- 
ing those ambigrams 
words that can be read from 
multiple vantage points — 
that he designed for “Angels 
& Demons.” These works 
are characterized by 180-de- 
gree rotational symmetry. 

They “read the same when 
turned upside down,” ex- 
plains Langdon. 

Also on display are ambi- 
grams that Langdon created 
for the opening credits of 
“The DaVinci Code” (pictured), which were not 
used in the film. These designs, known as totem 
ambigrams, are vertical in structure and have bilat- 
eral symmetry. 

"The Langdons in Dan Brown's Novels: Words 
in Pop Fiction " is on display now through Aug. 
12 in the Brooklyn Public Library's Central branch 
(in the balcony cases on the second floor) in 
Grand Army Plaza. For more information, includ- 
ing library hours, call (718) 230-2100 or visit the 
Web site www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. The ex- 
hibit is free and open to the public. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 



CINEMA 


Scary movie 

If you think of Patrick Lussier’s film, “Dracula 
2000,” or Francis Ford Coppola’s 1992 “Dracula” 
when you hear the word “vampire,” it’s time you 
got a horror movie history lesson. For scary movie 
buffs, Tod Browning’s 
1931 classic “Dracula” 
— starring Bela Lugosi 

work. And Celebrate 
Brooklyn is offering an 
opportunity to see the 
film on its big screen on 
July 27. 

On Thursday, the 
film will be accompa- 
nied by the Kronos 
Quartet, which will per- 
form Philip Glass’s 
score five. (While 
Browning’s film is a 
“talkie,” it was not set to 
music.) Based on Bram Stoker’s novel, Browning’s 
version brings to life all of those familiar kooky 
characters: Mina Harker (Helen Chandler), Lucy 
Weston (Frances Dade), Renfield (Dwight Frye) 
and Professor Van Helsing (Edward Van Sloan). 

The screening of “Dracula” will be preceded by 
music from Slavic Soul Party. 

Celebrate Brooklyn presents "Dracula," with 
Philip Glass's score performed live by the Kronos 
Quartet, on July 27 at 7:30 pm at the Prospect 
Park band shell (Ninth Street at Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). Suggested donation is $3. 
For more information, call (718) 855-7882 ext. 45 
or visit the Web site www.celebratebrooklyn.org. 

— UC 




Having A Party 


ates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 
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UNION SMITH CAFE 

305 Smith Street (at. Union st.) • (718) 643-7844 

Summer Dining / Great Food / Get the Picture? 
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BROOKLYN 

Bites 


Neighborhood 
Dining Guido 


This week: 

MYRTLE AVENUE 
Five Spot 

459-461 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue, 

(718) 852-0202, www.fivespotsoulfood.com (Disc, 
MC, V) Entrees: $10-$15. * 

A 60-foot bar, hardwood floors and an intricate- 
ly patterned tin ceiling decorate Five Spot's din- 
ing room, while exposed brick, crushed red vel- 
vet and a wood-burning fireplace adorn the walls 

rving down-home cooking s 


Southern fi 


hickory-srr 


Los Pollitos III 


it, which opened on May 
ival on Myrtle Avenue, 
od-furnished, brick-walled 


t tacos and fajitas and one of ov 
umba's favorites, the fried plantaii 
3. Open for lunch and dinner c 
i served everyday, too, from 1 1 :3C 
elivery available daily. Happy ho 


Maggie Brown 


include grilled yellowfin tuna with fen 
id soy ginger vinaigrette; the red wine 
>rt ribs; or the Southern fried chicker 
d potatoes with biscuits and gravy or 


★ = Full review available at 

(T^oklyn 

V a P® rs * com 

Abbreviation Key: AmEx= American 
Express, DC= Diner's Club, Disc= Discov 
Card, MC= MasterCard, Visa= Visa Card 



pure beef 
3 burgers. 
Jaily lunch 


For dessert, try Five Spot's individual pecan pie 
or peach cobbler, or opt for the red velvet cake. 
In the evenings, live music or DJs perform on 
stage. (Check the Brooklyn Nightlife listings for 
upcoming performers.) Open daily for lunch and 
dinner. Open for takeout from noon to midnight. 

Kum Kau 

463 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue, (718) 638- 
1850 (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $5.95-$12.75. 

At Kum Kau, anything is possible. "Customers 

manager Peter Cheng. While co-owners and 
chefs Jimmy and Amy Cheng make all of the 


Pillow Cafe &, Lounge 

372 Myrtle Ave. at Adelphi Street , (718) 246- 
2711, www.pillowcafenyc.com (Cash only) 
Entrees: $3.95-$8.95. ★ 

If you c 


Lounge 


:e — jusl 


sign a 


I jelly sandwiches 


avocado sandwich, with 


Sapolo 

501 Myrtle Ave. at Ryerson Street, (718) 789- 
7788 (AmEx, Disc, MC, V) Entrees: $6-$10. 

At William San's Sapolo restaurant, diners ca 
sample Chinese and Spanish 
rant, which has been open sii 


ice 2000, offe 
n pepper ste 


young. Or go for Span 

paella. The daily lunch * 
depending on choice of 
your choice of egg drop 

Open Monday through 


jeso" (fried chicken 
ried pork chops) or 
:ial (for $4.95-$6.15 
tree) is served with 


Zaytoons 

472 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue, (718) 
623-5522, www.zaytoonsrestaurant.com (AmEx, 
Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $4.50-$1 3.50. 

According to Zagat, co-owners and chefs Ahmad 
Samhan and Faried Assad, serve the best Middle- 
Eastern food in New York City. Tapestries and 

red walls, while brightly patterned fabric covers 




the 


2002. Another favorite among customers is their 
variety of "pitzas," a combination of pizza and 
pita. (All of Zaytoons's pita is made fresh to 

A belly dancer performs two shows every other 
nights.) Open daily for lunch and dinner. 


www.brooklynpapers.com on the Web. If your 
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Walking 
& talking 

Fairway dinner and lecture 
encourages better health — 
and mood — through diet 


0 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

I n Monday, I spent a delightful 
evening in a supermarket. 

With a group of about 15 oth- 
, I attended the first “Nutritional 
Walking Tour and Dinner,” held in Red 
Hook’s Fairway Market. 

Fairway, which opened in May to the 
profound joy of the borough’s 

chowhounds, is, as 

w e know, like no 
ordinary market. 

And being the spe- 
cialty purveyor 


DINING 


that 


the 


Fairway Market is located at 480- 
500 Van Brunt St. between Water and 
Reed streets in Red Hook. For more in- 
formation, call (718) 694-6868. 

The next educational tour is sched- 
uled for Sept. 18. The event is being 
■ : 


the highest antioxidant value of any 
food?” she asked. 

We didn’t. 

None of us realized that the blueber- 
ry helped increase math and memory 
skills either. 

“People are put off by the ugly kiwi 
fruit,” said Mittler, but warned us not 
to be swayed by its hairy, dun skin. 
“Not only can the fruit help to regulate 
respiratory illness, but it can be used in 
place of a baby 
aspirin as a blood 
thinner,” she said. 
Thanks to Mit- 


Cancei 


fow. For more information, inclucL 
fees, for upcoming tours, contact Tara 
McBride at (631) 583-5085 or e-mail her 


sition that is 
unique among the 
four Fairway mar- 
kets, if not all food 
retailers: “lifestyle 
facilitator.” 

The “lifestyle 
facilitor” is Mario 

Mittler, a registered dietitian specializing 
in pediatrics, adolescents and family nu- 
trition. She refers to herself as “anti-res- 
olution, anti-diet,” believing that a 
healthy diet is one that “sets a balance of 
carbohydrates, protein and fat” with an 
emphasis on fresh fruit and vegetables 
for their antioxidant powers. 

During the hour-long talk and walk, 
which also served as a fundraiser for 
the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, the 
energetic Mittler led the group 
throughout the vast store, stopping 
briefly to offer nutritional tips. In front 
of a pyramid of blueberry boxes, Mit- 
tler expounded on the “optimal” fruit. 

“Did you know the blueberry has 


rt. Dinner will fol- 


tler, we now 
know that goat 
cheese is lower in 
fat than other 
cheeses; high in 
calcium, protein 
and vitamin A; 
and a great energy 
booster. She in- 
formed the group 
that calcium, in 
the form of low- 
fat cheeses, binds to fat cells, so it 
functions as a weight loss aid. Who 
knew cheese could do that? 

As Mittler talked, the group tasted 
tiny South African pickled red peppers 
called peppedews filled with the 
creamy cheese. 

One attendee was skeptical about 
buying organic products. Fairway 
stocks organic produce in abundance at 
prices higher than conventionally 
grown crops but considerably lower 
than you’ll find in other borough spe- 
cialty markets. 

Mittler is pro-organic. 

“There are so many health risks out 
there with pesticides and pollution that 
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Trying something new: Tara McBride, Fairway's media and public rela- 
tions specialist, serves up South African peppedews stuffed with goat 
cheese to the participants of the Red Hook store's first "Nutritional Walk- 
ing Tour and Dinner" on July 17. 


it’s important to our health to control 
what we can,” she said. Mittler sug- 
gested avoiding fruits and vegetables 
with high “permeability levels and 
residues,” specifically strawberries. 

“The fruit’s delicate, porous skin 
will absorb more pesticides than organ- 
ic varietals and should always be eaten 
organic,” she said. 

After swiping crusty slices of bread 
in grape seed oil selected by Mittler for 
its “protection of cardiovascular health 
and its promotion of good cholesterol,” 
we wandered over to the cafe where 
chef Alan Reisenburger had a three- 
course dinner prepared. 

Reisenburger is the executive chef 
for all four Fairway Markets. The meal 
he created reflected the store’s ap- 
proach to healthy, balanced dining with 
plenty of nutritious ingredients and a 
few indulgences. 

Some of the participants were reluc- 


tant to take their first courses outside af- 
ter enduring a brutally hot day. Howev- 
er, once we assembled beneath the um- 
brella-topped tables on the store’s deck, 
all was well. The air was cool and a 
calming breeze blew from the river. In 
the distance, the Statue of Liberty was 
bathed in glamorous pink light. 

Michael Romano of Romano Brand 
Fine Wines, who supplied the drinks 
for the evening, poured a crisp, lemony 
Pinot Grigio that complimented our 
appetizers, following it with a soft 
Merlot as the meal progressed. 

As we nibbled on tiny spinach pies, 
filet mignon with horseradish cream, sea 
bass and a luscious wild mushroom 
strudel, the diners at my table chatted 
about cooking at home and restaurants to 
visit. After a couple glasses of wine and 
a (small) serving of strawberry gelato, 
the sky was inky and only the fights of 
nearby boats aided our way back inside. 


Father of 
invention 


Timothee Spitzer, a Parisian ex-pat, 
waited patiently for someone in his 
Greenpoint neighborhood to open the 
kind of patisserie that offered the fresh- 
baked croissants and bread he loved 
back home. 

When no one did, he opened Gri- 
bouille (pronounced gri-boo-ee, the 
name’s French for “scribble,” and a tele- 
vision cartoon character) in neighboring 
Williamsburg, a 24-seat patisserie and 
bistro with outdoor seating for 15. 

“When we started in March,” says 
Spitzer (pictured at left with co-owner 
Arithony Cottet, seated), “we just of- 
fered pastry, good coffee, salads and 
brunch. We now have dinner service 
with a three-course prix fixe menu.” 
The self-confessed “antique freak” fills 
his airy, window-lined space with vin- 
tage pottery and kitchen utensils he’s 
collected over the years. 

“It’s clean and bright in here, and old 
fashioned, too,” he says. 

Surprisingly, the pastry chef at this 
Gallic retreat is American. Jeanne 


Neivert, formerly of Gramercy Tavern 
in Manhattan, bakes the buttery crois- 
sants, brittle-crusted tarts and rich 
quiches. 

Spitzer oversees the savory end of 
the menu. He’s proud of the tuna 
nicoise, made with fresh fish, and the 
brunch menu that includes a dish of or- 
ganic eggs cooked in cream with wild 
mushrooms and bacon. 

Wine and beer should be available 
in August. 

Gribouille (2 Hope St. at Roebling 
Street in Williamsburg) accepts Ameri- 
can Express, Discover, MasterCard 
and Visa. Soups, salads and quiches: 
$5.50-$8.50; omelets, tarts and sand- 
wiches: $7.50-$12.50; pastry: $3.50- 
$5. Three-course, prix fixe lunch is 
$12.95; three-course prix fixe dinner is 
$28.95. The patisserie is open from 8 
am to 10 pm Tuesday through Sun- 
day. Closed Mondays. Brunch is 
served on the weekends, from 10 am 
to 4 pm. For more information, call 
(718) 384-3100. — Tina Barry 




Since, 1979 


Tex Mexican, Cuisine, 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 


The Most Affordable View of the Manhattan Skyline and Brooklyn Bridge 

Prix fixe 3 course menu $20.06 

Lunch Tues.-Fri. • Dinner Tues.-Thurs. 


EXICALI 

Restaurant 


Auailahie, for Parties 
Saturday &, Sunday Brunch, 
includes CAiuylunentary drink, 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 12- 10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 



DINE ON ROYALS DECK 

Fine American cuisine with a special Brooklyn twist 

ROYAL'S DOWNTOWN RESTAURANT & BAR 

Open for dinner Monday to Saturday from 5pm 
Sunday Brunch from 10:30am - 3:30pm $14 unlimited mimosas 

215 Union Street • www.royalsdowntown.com 
718-923-9866 



AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Com Como eti su Cm” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. (bet 44m & 45 m sts-> (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • ITUS®# 



D*E*L*l»C*l»0*U»S 

* " Chinese Cuisine & Vegetarian Nutrition 


• Fast Free Delivery 

• Open 7 Days a Week 

• Party Orders Welcome 


162 Montague Street 

Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 522-5565/66 
fax (718) 522-1205 (24hr) 

Mon - Thurs 1 1 :30am - 10:00pm 


We Only Use Vegetable Oil 
Natural Cooking 
and Fresh Vegetables 


■ d;ld J 

LSSE3SH 
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(Don’t) stop the presses 


Johansson is over the top in her pursuit of serial killer 6 Scoop ? 



Fatherly advice: In his new film, "Scoop," Flatbush native Woody Allen (far right) plays a magician, who's pre- 
tending to be the father of budding journalist (Scarlett Johansson), in order to help her reveal the identity of a 
serial killer. Hugh Jackman plays a British aristocrat smitten with Johansson. 


S coop” is not a great Woody Allen 
movie; it’s not a great reporter 
movie, either. But this good-na- 
tured confection is more likely to please 
moviegoers than most other entries in 
this summer’s never-ending parade of 
high-octane blockbusters, most of which 
are re-treads of familiar material. 

A lightweight, fish-out-of-water 
comedy written and directed by the 
Flatbush native, “Scoop” is about a 
wide-eyed, Brooklyn-born journalism 
student (Scarlett Johansson) who, while 
visiting friends in London, has the good 
fortune to stumble on the identity of a 
Jack-the-Ripper-type serial killer, 
thanks to the ghost of a recently de- 
ceased newsman, played by “Dead- 
wood” star, Ian McShane. 

Since this is a Woody Allen film, 
viewers won’t be too surprised with 
the silly conceit that the ghost makes 
his scintillating revelation while the 
girl is in a box helping a stage magi- 
cian (Allen) perform a disappearing 
trick. Allen and Johansson then pose as 
a father and daughter from Brooklyn 
and insinuate themselves into upper 
crust English society in a clumsy at- 
tempt to identify the killer and launch 
the cub reporter’s nascent career. 

Of course, Allen’s character is im- 
mediately embraced by the Brits who 
find his American wit and old-fash- 
ioned card tricks endlessly amusing, 
while Johansson’s “refreshingly” for- 
ward demeanor snags her a dashing 
aristocrat, played by “X-Men” hero 
Hugh Jackman, sans his Wolverine 
blades. 

“Scoop” would probably fare better 
with critics and moviegoers if it hadn’t 
been the auteur’s 
follow-up 
year’s Oscar- 

nominated dra- 
ma, “Match 

Point,” a razor- 
sharp study of 
relationships be- 
tween friends and 
lovers of different cultural heritages and 
social classes. Like “Scoop,” “Match 
Point” was set in modem-day London, 
starred Johansson in a leading role and 
ended in murder. 

However, the 2005 film raised expec- 
tations, perhaps unfairly, that Allen had 
returned to the former greatness he ex- 
hibited with his movies “Annie Hall,” 
“Hannah and Her Sisters,” “Bullets 


Over Broadway” and “Crimes and Mis- 
demeanors.” “Scoop” does not live up 
to those expectations and is more in the 
vein of his recent, lesser works like 
“Small-Time Crooks” and “Hollywood 
Ending.” 

The film also does not offer the kind 
of acute observa- 
tions about the dif- 
ferences between 
the British and 
Americans that 
“Match Point” 
does, but to be fair, 
it isn’t really meant 

completely different type of movie, 
more concerned with entertaining us, 
than offering social commentary. 

And, although it does have dozens of 
great lines, the Midwood High School 
graduate greedily bestows most of 
them upon his own character, leaving 
the audience to wish Allen had been a 
little more generous to his co-stars. 
That said, he and Johansson are fun to 


watch as bumbling, undercover re- 
porters and one can’t help but be grate- 
ful Allen doesn’t try to make Johansson 
his love interest in this film; in fact, he 
even pokes fun of the age difference 
between the 21-year-old actress and 
Jackman, her older leading man. 

Which brings us to the biggest prob- 
lem with the film: the casting of Jo- 
hansson as the ingenue. So good in 
“Match Point” as a seductive American 
actress who wreaks havoc in the lives 
of a wealthy British family, Johansson 
has shown she can hold her own with 
film icons like Robert Redford and 
John Travolta in dramas and has 
shown a knack for subtle humor in 
comedies like “Lost in Translation” 
and “In Good Company.” 

Unfortunately, from looking at 
“Scoop,” it is clear that Johansson’s 
talent lies in playing the “old souls” 
and young women mature beyond their 
years from her previous films, and she 
does not have that same instinct for 
broad comedy; either that or Allen kept 


directing her to go “bigger,” in which 
case, the error is his because it doesn’t 

Although she definitely seems game 
for the role, Johansson comes across as 
manic and immature and it’s hard to 
believe that Jackman’s character would 
be so enchanted by her or that a well- 
respected British newspaper would 
take her seriously enough to print her 
story. It is not, however, difficult to be- 
lieve she is somehow related to Allen’s 
character since they have such terrific 
on-screen chemistry. 

Another sticking point is that, dur- 
ing the course of the 96-minute film, 
she also sleeps with two of the subjects 
of her articles, a move that does not 
convince us she is a serious journalist 
— or a naive young woman. 

All in all, “Scoop” is not the Woody 
Allen movie or reporter movie many 
would hope for, but filmgoers will en- 
joy it more than such disappointing 
“event” movies as “Poseidon,” “The 
Omen” and “Click.” 


CINEMA 

H 

"Scoop" opens July 28 at tl 
ble Hill Cinemas (265 Court St. 
glass Street). For times and ticke 
call (718) 596-9113. 



By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 
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LOS TRES/BELLANOVA 


THE MOONLIGHTERS 

Live music for film by eclectic 
guitar genius / Hawaiian steel 
guitar/ukulele jam 


vned composer 8 ensemble play lii 
r classic / wild Gypsy brass band 


MB 


ll P A r 1 1 1 A w/ PHILIP GLASS & KRONOS QUARTET / 

UlXHLULH SLAVIC SOUL PARTY 


LEELA JAMES 

BFE SOUND SYSTEM aka BROOKLYN FUNK ESSENTIALS 


lead ' t online every week at 


■T.CM 




® * 




SAT ♦ 7/29 ♦ 2:00-9:00 Bud Light Latin Music Series 

BORICUA FESTIVAL 

Sonora Poncena / Joe Bataan / 

Grupo Latin Vibe /Tato Torres’ Yerba Buena / 
The Camacho Brothers / Starlight Dance Studio 

All day festival of Puerto Rican music and culture 


B LL FR SELL 


SAT ♦ 8/5 * 2:00-9:00 Washington Mutual Concert Series 

AFRICAN FESTIVAL 


WOODRING/ 


Kekele / Lagbaja / Razia / 

African Underground Allstars / 

Martino Atangana & The African Blue Note 

All-day celebration of African music with bands from across the continent 


Open Weekends Jul 22 - Aug 20 1-7pm 


‘Place Matters’ 
comes to the table 


Fort Greene-based dance troupe Urban Bush 
Women presents a 74-person strong show, “Place 
Matters: A Look at Displacement,” at Long Island 
University’s Brooklyn campus on July 29. 

The program, directed by UBW founder Jawole 
Willa Jo Zollar, will include spoken word, music and 
dance performed by UBW (including Maria Bauman, 
pictured) as well as the faculty and participants from 
their annual “Summer Institute.” 

This year, the Institute focused on the theme of 
“gentrification,” according to the troupe’s managing 
director, Amy Cassello. The artist-activists were en- 
couraged to explore ideas about who is displaced in 
events such as Hurricane Katrina, the genocide in 
Darfur and the Iraq War. 


UBW’s “Summer Institute” aims to connect con- 
cert professionals and community-based artists in a 
learning experience to maximize the possibilities of 
the arts as a vehicle for social activism and civic en- 
gagement. The “Place Matters” participants hail from 
17 states, the United Kingdom and Canada and range 
in age from 17 to 55. 

The Urban Bush Women present "Place Matters" 
at Long Island University's Kumble Theater for the 
Performing Arts (Flatbush Avenue Extension at 
DeKalb Avenue in Downtown Brooklyn) on July 29 
at 4 pm and 7 pm. Tickets are $10 for adults, $2 for 
children and students. For tickets, call (718) 488- 
1624. For more information, visit the Web site 
www.urbanbushwomen.org. — Lisa J. Curtis 


SUMMER ART EXHIBIT 

200 Artists + 20,000 sq ft indoor gallery 4- 2 Incredible Harbor Views 

7/22: 1-7PM MEET THE ARTISTS RECEPTION 

Unplugged in Red Hook 

FREE MUSIC PERFORMANCE SERIES 

7 / 22 : 3 PM BROKEN REED SAXOPHONE QUARTET 
7 / 23 : 4 PM COMMUNICABLE ARTS PRODUCTION of 

SHAKESPEARE'S ^ YQU LlKE IT 

Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition 

499 Van Brunt St. Red Hook Brooklyn 718 596-2507 BWAC.org 


Greg O’Connell 
Kings Harborview Associates | 
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188 x 20MM motor / Limited lifetime motor warranty 
Gallery edition incl. five blades / 52” blade span / 15° blade pitch 
Full-function, hand-held versa-touch2 remote included 
100-watt integrated halogen downlight (bulb included) 

Uplight includes four 40-watt incandescent bulbs 
Low ceiling adapter (LCA) is not compatible 
Minimum 9’ ceiling required / 6” downrod included 



NOW ONLY $ 199 

While supplies last 

LARGEST LIGHTING SHOWROOM IN NYC! 


(reg. $299) 



Everything in lighting. . . DISCOUNTED! 

1073 39th St (7i8) 436-2207 

(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 11-4 



rico 


American Leather 
Atlantico by De La Espada 
Baronet 
Bruno Marina Gallery 
DellaRobbia 


Fontana Arte 
Maria Yee 

Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Robert Abbey 
Thayer Coggin 


art lighting 


furniture decor 


Full Color Home 
Improvement Classifieds 
on the back page 



AMBASSADOR YELLOW PAGES 

MORE UNIQUE INFORMATION FOR USERS 
BETTER RESULTS FOR ADVERTISERS 


New 

STATEN ISLAND EDITION 

Coming Soon! 


ADVERTISERS: 

ASK ABOUT COST-EFFECTIVE PRINT & ONLINE AD PROGRAMS 


CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorYellowPages.com 


■SwiUlibOdrd.Wrft 


IYEUOWPheES.COM' 


|aol [.-yellow pages| 


DELIVERED D00R-T0-D00R THROUGHOUT BROOKLYN 
EVEN IN HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS! 


the right direction in yellow pages 




SUPER... 

Continued from page 9 
that shifts all of the dynamics 
between the men and the 
women in the story. I thought 
there was a great opportunity 
for comedy in that.” 

Whereas Spider-Man and 
Mary Jane and Superman and 
Lois Lane have historically 
agonized over whether to 
consummate their on-screen 
relationships, Matt and G- 
Girl throw caution to the 
wind, plunging full-tilt into 
their own love affair, even 
having sex while flying over 
Times Square. Despite the 
obvious perks, it isn’t long 
before Matt sees the down- 
side of dating a woman with 
a secret identity. 

A life-long fan of comic 
books and the movies they 
have inspired, Re- 
itman admits Don 
Payne’s script for 
this film appealed 
to him, in part, be- 
cause he personal- 
ly had always 
wondered what 
would happen if a 
superhero gave in 
to his crush on an ordinary 
person. 

“I thought, ‘There’re great 
opportunities here if I ground 
it in reality and set it in a real 
place and not some mythical 
Metropolis,”’ Reitman noted. 
“I certainly have a love for 
[comic books] that sort of 
goes back to when I was a kid, 
but at the same time, it is silly 
to be religious about this stuff. 
I’m making a romantic come- 
dy, and my job here was not to 
make fun of — and we don’t 
— the superhero ethic. 

“I just started asking ques- 
tions: If you are going to 
make love to someone, and 
you just met them, and you 
take your clothes off, oh, my 
God! You’ve got a costume on 
underneath. And that could be 
a big problem: just how she 
conducts her real life. Is it 
possible to have a real rela- 
tionship?” 

Mixing it up 

For the former stage and 
TV producer, who moved 
with his family from Czecho- 
slovakia to Canada when he 
was five, making films that 
mix genres is nothing new. 

“You have to get the tone 
just right,” said Reitman. “I 
found that — when I look at 
my body of work from 
‘Ghostbusters,’ with movies 
like ‘Twins,’ ‘Dave,’ ‘Evolu- 
tion’ and ‘Six Days, Seven 
Nights’ — I was like, ‘I’m re- 
ally into this ! ’ And even with 
silly movies like ‘Space 
Jam.’ I obviously have a 
thing for genre-mixing.” 

Although primarily a com- 
edy, the subject matter of 
“My Super Ex-Girlfriend” 
calls for some special effects, 
namely fighting and flying 
scenes. Reitman says he is 
impressed with how far tech- 
nology has come since he 
made “Ghostbusters” in 
1984, but emphasizes effects 
mean nothing if they aren’t 
used to complement an in- 
triguing story and characters 
the audience cares about. 

“They’re spectacular, but 
who cares about special ef- 
fects, finally?” he mused. “I 
can say that because I’ve 
made four or five movies that 
have had strong effects ele- 
ments to them. I think there is 
nothing duller than showing 


off one’s effects capabilities. 

“I think it’s extraordinary 
what we can do, and it’s a 
wonderful gift, a wonderful 
tool, but it means nothing un- 
less it’s toward telling a good 
story with interesting charac- 
ters. That’s what we hook 
into as an audience. We care 
about people; what they are 
thinking, what they are feel- 
ing. 

“What do we feel when we 
watch it? Not, ‘Oh, my God, I 
can’t believe that tidal wave is 
going to take Manhattan!’ 
Yeah, that’s fine for a minute 
or two, but after that, it’s the 
human story you care about. ” 

Made in Brooklyn 

Reitman says he was quite 
pleased to find the Navy 
Yard’s Steiner Studios capa- 
ble of meeting all his needs, 
including the special effects 
end of the project. 


CINEMA 
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ir Ex-Girlfriend" is now play- 
■ Ridge Alpine Cinemas [6817 
>8th Street, (718) 748-4200], 


“I think it’s a great facility 
addition in New York,” he 
said. “I’ve made five movies 
in New York, and this is the 
first one I did from top to 
bottom here. We had flying 
sequences, and we had some 
other complicated sequences 
we had to shoot. Those are 
some really big-time stages, 
and I think they’re great.” 

So, did trashing New York 
City streets for comic effect 
make Reitman nostalgic for 
the days he worked on 
“Ghostbusters”? 

“This is a great city to 
shoot in,” Reitman said. 
“What makes me nostalgic 
for ‘Ghostbusters’ is to work 
with Bill Murray, Dan 
Aykroyd and Harold Ramis; 
that was the joy of working 
on ‘Ghostbusters’ and 
‘Ghostbusters II.’ They’ve 
become old friends. That’s 
what you miss. It’s not stag- 
ing a marshmallow man 
walking down Columbus Cir- 
cle; that’s a pain in the ass. 
It’s much better getting them 
all in a room and doing 
something funny.” 



< 184 DeKalb Ave. 
q (718) 222-1199 

—I www.3locafion3.com 



Authentic Mexican Restaurant 


Home of the HAPPY HOUR 3-6PM 

Sizzling Fajitas 

223 5th Avenue | 396 5th Avenue 

PARK SLOPE | PARK SLOPE 

718-783-3276 DHB 718-965-6050 

Open 7 days, Lunch & Dinner • Available for Private Parties • FREE DELIVERY 
For other locations visit us at: www.Mezcalrestaurant.com 



WE BUY & SELL ANTIQUES 

(from one item to entire estates) 


217 5th Ave. (bet. Pres. & Union) 


718/638-5770 Hours: 11-7 Closed Mondays 
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Cool front 

Trumpeter-composer shares West 
Coast jazz with Park Slope neighbors 


> 13 


J azz trumpeter John Mc- 
Neil points to his many 
years transcribing saxo- 
phone solos of Charlie Parker, 
John Coltrane, Sonny Rollins 
and Joe Henderson as the 
foundation for his unique play- 
ing style and his original ideas. 

“I think that’s why my 
phrasing is a little unusual,” he 
said from his home in Park 
Slope. “Saxophonists just play 
things differently from trum- 
peters. Their general approach 
to harmony is different from 
trumpeters. It’s hard to de- 
scribe. I just know it when I 
see it, and it’s encouraged me 
to play things that aren’t nec- 
essarily trumpet friendly.” 
McNeil and tenor saxist Bill 
McHenry lead a quartet at 
Night & Day restaurant in 
Park Slope every Sunday, fo- 
cusing on relatively obscure 
composers from the West 
Coast cool jazz popularized by 
Gerry Mulligan, Stan Getz and 
Chet Baker in the ’50s. The 
group plays compositions by 
Russ Freeman, George 
Wallington, Wilbur Harden, 
Carson Smith, Denzil Best and 

Jack Montrose. 

“I checked out 
music from that 
West Coast cool 
era,” he said. “As a 
result, I stumbled 
across a lot of these 
tunes by other com- 
posers. I thought, 



Bugle boy: On Sunday nights in Park Slope's Night & Day, 
John McNeil and his quartet can be found performing 
West Coast cool jazz from the '50s. 


ently from the way the original 
guys did, but we preserve a lot 
of the original feeling,” he said. 

McNeil, 58, rediscovered 
these composers while re- 


MUSIC 


John McNeil Quartet, featuring tenor 
saxophonist Bill McHenry, bassist Tom Hub- 
bard and drummer Jochen Ruekert, per- 
forms at Night & Day (230 Fifth Ave. at Pres- 
ident Street in Park Slope) on Sundays, from 
" 1 1 pm, except July 30 and Aug. 

re $6. For tickets, call (718) 399- 


Standard called “Bemie’s 
Tune,” written by Bemie Miller 
for Mulligan. He enlisted con- 
temporary composer and bari- 
tone saxophonist Kenny Berger 
to write a new tune called 
“GAB” in the spirit of Mulligan 
and he reinvigorated Arnold 
Schoenberg’s “Piano Concer- 

A northern California native, 
McNeil fell in love with the 
trumpet after hearing Louis 
Armstrong perform on the Mil- 


“It was bleak,” McNeil said 
of his first years here. “I played 
every kind of gig you can imag- 
ine. I mostly played in salsa 
bands. I played in a wedding 
band, a Gypsy funeral band. It’s 
incredible the images I still have 
in my head. I played every 
damn thing imaginable. I even 
played in a band at Yankee Sta- 
dium.” 

McNeil settled in Park Slope 
in the early ’70s and has lived in 
the neighborhood ever since. 
When he first moved here, Mc- 
Neil said the neighborhood was 
affordable, “relatively unsafe” 
and lacked the many jazz clubs 
that now populate Fifth Avenue. 

“It took me a while to break 
in and make some money,” he 
said. One of the first jazz 

defunct bar, City Lights, on 
Seventh Avenue and First 
Street in Park Slope. He also 
remembers playing at Brown’s 
in Bay Ridge. 

The trumpeter has recorded 
as a bandleader for three 
decades. Since signing with 
Omnitone Records in 2002, he 
has found a new audience and 
renewed critical acclaim on 
recordings such as “This Way 
Out” (2003), “Sleep Won’t 
Come” (2004) and now, “East 
Coast Cool” (2006). 

A year after Mulligan died 
on Jan. 20, 1996 in Darien, 
Conn., McNeil accepted the 
challenge of rearranging the 
late baritone saxophonist’s 
music for a series of tribute 
concerts in the U.S. The 
painstaking task of poring over 
charts gave McNeil a new ap- 
preciation for Mulligan’s abili- 
ties as an arranger and com- 
poser of linear, contrapuntal 
music in the ’50s. 

“I started to think about 
what would happen if I took 
what he wrote and applied it to 
free music,” McNeil said. 
“Back when he was writing 
this stuff, the role of the bass 
player and the drummer were 
pretty well defined. They 
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Atlantic Inn 

1 768 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 
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If the Christ or Buddha returned today, 
would you recognize Him? 
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SSSHES SSEHT 


The One expected by all 
religions has come. 


He is here for all people - 
religious and non-religious 


He will inspire an end to 
hunger, injustice and war. 


He returns with His group, 
The Masters of Wisdom. 


His face and words will 
soon be known to all. 
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A thought-provoking evening with 

author Benjamin Creme 


on the Reappearance of the Christ 
and the Masters of Wisdom. 


Sat. July 29,2006 7pm 


FIT- Haft Auditorium 

Building C, 2nd floor 
7th Ave @ 27th St, New York City 

Free Admission 

Doors open @6:30 


Recorded message: 212-459-4022 
Info: 212-665-9959 

www.share-international.org 
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PERFORMANCE 


SITE PERFORMANCE: "Sun- 
down," a 7-hour site perform- 
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Clones take 
their show 
on the road 


J UST WHEN IT LOOKED AS THOUGH THINGS 
couldn’t get worse for the 7-13 Cyclones, the team 
headed out on a six-game road trip to the distant cities 
of Williamsport, Penn., and Burlington, Vt. 

As Dickens began his own tale of two cities, “It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times,” so it was for the 
Cyclones. 

It was indeed the worst of times for the Brooklyns as 
they started the season with an Opening Day 18-0 loss to 
the Staten Island Yankees. This aforementioned record- 
setting game of futility was followed by six more losses. 
A week into the season and the Cyclones were 0-7, and in 
last place 

Ah, but despite a broken-down bus, a broken-down 
bus driver and a few missed turns, the road turned out to 
be the best of times: The Brooks have just completed a 
six-game road swing and won them all — giving them a 
seven-game winning streak as they returned to Brooklyn. 

The road trip began on July 12 with a 10 am bus de- 
parture from Keyspan Park prior to a 7 pm game that 
night in Williamsport. Routine, right? Not so fast. Dick- 
ens knew that the routine was boring for his readers, but 
he wasn’t around to mess up this bus trip. He didn’t have 
to be. 

Somewhere in the wilds of Pennsylvania, the bus got a 
flat tire. Changing the tire took the bus driver about as 
long as it takes notoriously deliberate Mets starter Steve 
Trachsel to pitch a half-inning. Watching the tire being 
changed may have been more exciting than seeing Trach- 
sel, but it did add a half-hour onto the five-hour trip. 

Further into Pennsylvania, near Allenwood, the bus 
driver became ill — not seriously, but too ill to drive the 
bus. Now, the Cyclones carry 14 pitchers, more than 
enough for a 30-inning ball game, but they have no such 
depth in bus drivers. So Williamsport sent its own bus 
company, and driver, to pick up the stranded Cyclones. 

This took a mere three hours, so Brooklyn arrived 
barely an hour before the game, fine for your softball 
league, but somewhat disconcerting for the Brooks, since 
the team barely had time for its pre-game warm-up at the 
ballpark. 

The Williamsport ballpark, Bowman Stadium, is con- 
sidered the second oldest in America — old school all the 
way. Nice old school. It has tall fences and tall grass in the 
infield, which combine for few homers, lots of grounders 
that get nabbed, and a great, slow surface on which to 

In the first game of the Williamsport series, Jacob 
Ruckle, barely untwisted from his eight-hour bus ride, 
kept the ball low, made Williamsport hit grounders and 
won 4-1. He’s pitching marvelously so far this season. 

In the second game of the series, Brooklyn again 
played small ball and won 2-1. And in the series’ final 
game, the Cyclones used bunt after bunt to set up their 5- 
3 win. 

A fter the game, the team departed 

around midnight for the 437-mile trip to Burling- 
ton. With another driver sent from the Academy 
Bus Company, this one known as, “Fast — really fast,” by 
Cyclones’ trainer Matt Hunter. 

“I just shut my eyes, slept, and hoped we’d arrive safe- 
ly,” he said. 

Reliever Grady Hinchman described bus riding: “We 
have a couple of pillows each, and they show movies, 
like ‘Caddy shack,’ most of which I watched. We try to 
sleep, and you can sleep some, but it’s cramped and it’s 
hard to do.” 

Just as there’s strategy in baseball, so too is there strat- 
egy in bus driving. The driver decided to try a shortcut. 

“Things were good for awhile,” said Hinchman of the 
shortcut route. “All of a sudden the road just ran out, and 
there were all these orange pylons ahead. There was a de- 

“Once you hit one detour, that’s the end of a smooth 
trip,” said Hinchman. He was right. The bus arrived in 
Burlington two hours late — at 8:30 am. 

The team won later that night — despite a rain delay. 
The Cyclones won the next night too, 5-4. 

Hinchman won in relief, and the lead run by the Cy- 
clones came in the ninth on a Jon Malo walk, a sacrifice 
bunt by Jason Jacobs, and an error when the Vermont 
first baseman lost a ball in the lights. 

Brooklyn made a complete sweep of the road trip the 
next evening, winning 6-4, again scoring in the ninth, this 
time two runs, and again featuring a successful sacrifice 
bunt, this one by Luis Rivera to put Malo and Jeremy 
Hambrice in scoring position for Dustin Martin’s two 
RBI single. 

Suddenly, the Cyclones were 13-13. 

It’s not all good news, though. The team has only hit 
five homers this season, and the team batting average is 
only .212. 

But recently, when the money is on the line, the club 
gets runners on, gets them over and gets them in. 

The set-up men — Hinchman, Rip Warren, and Haines 
— have been solid, while closer Joe Smith is becoming 
tights out. 

The road trip was a tale of two cities — Williamsport 
and Burlington — conquered by a third — Brooklyn. 

OK, so it’s only a borough — but it’s a borough that’s 
back in the McNamara Division race. 



With the Cy- 
clones taking 
six of their last 
eight games — 
fully erasing the 
team's horrendous 0-7 
start, which had some fans 
calling for manager George 
Greer's head — the skipper's job finally looks safe. Still, it 
never hurts to check our handy Greer-ometer. 


Greer 

report 


WHAT'S 

THE 

SCORE? 


For a complete summary 
of games for the week — 
and for all time — visit us 

www.BrooklynPapers.com 
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In the spirit of The Brat' 

Rover instructor Rick Patterson shows Stanley's passion 


The Brooklyn Papers 

When the Cyclones play- 
ed Williamsport on July 14, 
old school Brooklyn Dodg- 
er fans had a connection to 
Brooklyn’s baseball past. 

Eddie “The Brat” Stanky 
was a player who wasn’t high- 
ly skilled in any area, yet 
could so often find a way to 
defeat the other team. 

Stanky later coached at the 



S r 

University of South Alabama, 
where one of his players was 


Rick Patterson, now a roving 
instructor for the Mets. 

Stanky “was tike a Daddy 
to me,” Patterson said. 

That was clear enough dur- 
ing the game. Patterson was in 
the Cyclones dugout when an 
ump made a controversial call 
against Brooklyn. He stormed 
out of the dugout, arms akim- 
bo, red in the face, arguing 
that the umpires were not in 
position to make the call cor- 


rectly Patterson was ejected, 
but came back for more argu- 
ing, making sure to get his 
money’s worth. 

The Cyclones got beneficial 
calls on the next two close 

So the question must be 
asked: Would a disciple of 
Stanky purposely get himself 
tossed, saving manager George 
Greer the trouble, intimidating 
a young umpire into giving 


Brooklyn the next close calls, 
and inspiring his team for a 
win? 

We never found out: Patter- 
son was showered and heading 
to his next assignment when the 
last out of the game was record- 
ed. 

Perhaps the ever-roving 
coach just needed a way to get 
out of the dugout and into the 
showers so he’d make his bus. 

— Ed Shakespeare 



Former Brooklyn Dodger 
Eddie Stanky (above) during 
his days with the White Sox. 


Take me out to the 
... ah, nevermind 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

Fans who headed to Keyspan 
Park on July 18 must have felt 
like the Almighty was sending 
down a new block of plagues. 

First, the stadium tights flickered 
and turned off in the fifth inning, 
suspending play for a half hour. 
Then, two innings later, the blister- 
ing hot air turned into 26 mile-per- 
hour gusts, sending plastic bags, pa- 
per napkins and aluminum foil trays 
scattering all over the outfield grass. 

A few minutes later, a member of 
the grounds crew had to delay the 
game to close two doors in center 
field. 

But Mother Nature was just get- 
ting warmed up. Within the next 10 
minutes, a hot dog stand, two beer 


stands, an ice cream stand, 
ous pretzel and popcorn sta 
and a 7-Up vending machine 
all blown to the ground. 

The two teams kept playing, but 
the fans headed to exits. 

Then the rains came in the ninth 
inning, delaying the game again. 
Fans who were still there headed to- 
ward the dugouts for autographs. 
Security guards danced to the music. 
Reliever Grady Hinchman scratched 
a family of turtles in the dirt by the 
first-base dugout, and closer Joe 
“Iceman” Smith kept people from 
stomping on them. 

The game finally resumed with 
just 43 fans on hand to watch Luis 
Rivera to pop out to end the game. 

Plagues indeed: The Cyclones 
lost. — Nick Pauly 



The curse of the 
aluminum bat 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Cyclones manager 
George Greer is 
part of group that 
engineered a revo- 
lutionary concept in the Cape 
Cod League: wooden bats. 

Of course, pine was the norm in amateur baseball for 
about a century, but in the 1970s, amateur programs, in- 
cluding colleges, began to switch to metal bats to save 
money. 

The Cape Cod League is recognized as the premier 
summer league for college players, and the decision in 
1985 to use wooden bats led other summer college 
leagues to follow. 

“I was talking in the parking lot after a game with 
[league Commissioner] Fred Everitt, my assistant coach- 
es and two scouts. 

“We said, ‘Wouldn’t it be great to have wooden bats?’ 


There was a concern about the cost, but the two scouts 
said that they would ask the Baseball Commissioner’s of- 
fice pick up part of the cost. We realized it would be the 
greatest thing to ever happen to the Cape League and for 
the advancement of these players.” 

It was not only the batters who would benefit from 
wooden bats. 

“You can evaluate pitchers better because they can 
pitch inside and pitch away and not have dinkers and 
doinkers over the second baseman’s head,” explained 

One sixth of major league players have played in the 
Cape Cod League. Those players certainly benefited from 
George Greer’s wooden bat revolution. 

Most Cyclones, unfortunately came up through the 
ranks, where aluminum bats are favored — creating quite 
an adjustment period, judging from the team’s paltry .212 
— Shakespeare 


A week’s worth of wins for Clones 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Cyclones 4 
Crosscutters 1 

July 12 at Williamsport 

The Cyclones extended their winning streak 
to two games, as starting pitcher Jake Ruckle 
was superb as usual. Ruckle (2-1) allowed just 
one run on five hits over eight innings. He also 
K’d six. Closer Joe Smith, who has been tights 
out as well, pitched a perfect ninth. Smith has 
not allowed a run since his first disastrous ap- 
pearance in a Cyclone uniform. 

Brooklyn started the scoring in the fourth 
when Jeremy Hambrice, who had walked and 
moved around the bases on an out, a wild pitch 
and an error, scored on an Elvis Cruz sac fly. In 
the fifth inning, Jonathan Sanchez doubled and 
Dan Cummins — both later scored on wild 
pitches. 

In the eighth, the Clones got a real run when 
Jonathan “Country Boy” Schemmel drove in 
Joe Holden with an RBI single. 

— Cersh Kuntzman 

Cyclones 2 
Crosscutters 1 

July 13 at Williamsport 

Starter Jorge Reyes, who has struggled all 
year, finally lived up to his promise, scattering 
four hits over seven scoreless innings. The Cy- 


clones scored in the fifth, when Dustin Martin 
bunted home Daniel Cummins. The team added 
a run in the ninth to extend its win streak to 
three. — Kuntzman 

Cyclones 5 
Crosscutters 3 
July 14 at Williamsport 

How sweep it is! The Cyclones completed a 
three-game romp in usually unfriendly 
Williamsport, starting off the eighth inning with 
a Jonathan Schemmel single. Schemmel later 
scored on Jason Jacobs’s forceout. Dustin Mar- 
tin, Joe Holden (whose two HRs lead the team) 
and Jacob Eigsti (.300) each had two hits for the 
Cyclones. Reliever Timothy Haines (2-0) got 
the win, pitching 1 2/3 scoreless innings. Closer 
Joseph “Iceman” Smith worked a perfect ninth 
for his fifth save. — Kuntzman 

Cyclones 6 
Lake Monsters 4 
July 15 at Burlington 

The Cyclones won their fifth straight game, 
beginning the scoring in the first on Joe Hold- 
en’s two-run homer. 

The Brooks increased their lead to 4-0 in the 
third when Jonathan Sanchez doubled and even- 
tually scored on a double-play. 

A Vermont homer in the fourth pushed the 
Lake Monsters to within a run, but Brooklyn 


surged back in the fifth, scoring two runs on a 
single by Tim Grogan (the team leader with 1 1 
RBIs). 

For the Cyclones, Erie Brown (1-0), just ar- 
riving from Hagerstown, took the win. Joe 
Smith, pitching the ninth, had his sixth save. 

— Ed Shakespeare 

Cyclones 5 
Lake Monsters 4 

July 16 at Burlington 

OK it was ugly, but it’s six straight. With the 
game tied 4-4, the Cyclones scored a run in the 
ninth on a walk, a bunt and an error. 

But hey, it’s a W. 

Brooklyn opened the scoring with a three-run 
second that featured Joe Holden’s two-run sin- 
gle. 

After Vermont scored a pair in the third, the 
Cyclones took a 4-2 lead in the fifth on a single 
by Jonathan Sanchez. 

Vermont tied the score in the seventh, but the 
Lake Monsters turned chicken in the ninth. 
Grady Hinchman (2-0) had the win in relief. 

— Shakespeare 

Cyclones 6 
Lake Monsters 4 

July 17 at Burlington 

The Cyclones swept their second straight 
three-game road series, ran their winning streak 


to seven and, most important, got their record 
back to .500 at 13-13. 

Down 4-2 in the sixth, Brooklyn tied the 
score on a two-run single by Tim Grogan. 

For the second straight night, the Cyclones 
took the lead in the ninth, again started by Jon 
Malo, who singled and moved to second on Je- 
remy Hambrice’s walk. Luis Rivera bunted 
them both over, setting up Dustin Martin’s two- 
run single. 

Jonathan Castillo (1-0) had the win in relief. 

— Shakespeare 

Tigers 4 
Cyclones 2 

July 18 at Keyspan Park 

All good things must end: The Cyclones sev- 
en-game winning streak was stopped in a weird 
loss to Oneonta. 

The game was scoreless until the fifth when 
the park’s lighting went out, causing a half-hour 
delay. Once they were back, the Tigers scored a 

The Cyclones came back in the sixth when 
Jon Malo singled and later scored on a single by 
Jonathan Sanchez (.237). The pair combined 
two innings later with the same run-scoring sce- 
nario — but the Tigers kept scoring. 

Rip Warren (0-1) had the loss in relief for 
Brooklyn, whose record fell to 13-14. 

— Shakespeare 



have fun in THE SUN AT THE BALLPARK! 
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7/25 vs. Mahoning Valley Scrappers @ 7PM 

Mugs - FIRST 2,500 presented by TSC Insurance 
African-American Night 
Appearance by Buck O'Neil 

7/26 vs. Mahoning Valley Scrappers @ 7PM 
Game presented by Nutrament 

7/27 vs. Mahoning Valley Scrappers @ 7PM 

Merck/Shering-Plough presents Jim Palmer 
Willy Wonka Night 



Call 718.449.8497 about Group Tickets! 

Visit BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM for a schedule and up-to-date promotional calendar. 
Promotional items and dates subject to change. 

*A non-refundable service charge will be applied to all internet and phone orders. 
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Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, dds 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.j ackirwindds .com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Della, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


Yf Quality Dentistry | 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


768-1111 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) [ n ^7„ cc 

(718) 622-8020 S? 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 

www.strachandds.com 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed end Fri: 8am to 6pm 
Saturday: By appointment only 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 

• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY ; Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY ; Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
SW and insurance plans accommodated 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

■ Laminates • Bleaching 

■ White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 

Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

789-5700 


DERMATOLOGY 



LASERS 


Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 


LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist E* 

Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails ’ 


27 8th Avenue 

Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


^TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS^ 

Start the 


process months before 
leaving to get your shots 


• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 

• Malaria prevention 


MEDICAL ADVICE 
FOR TRAVELLERS 


When to 
seek help 
with fertility 


Genesis Fertility 

With intense interest in 
the subject of infertility and 
fertility therapy, most cou- 
ples who experience dif- 
ficulty conceiving are aware 
that medical solutions exist 
to solve their problem. 

What may not be clear, 
however, is when to initiate 
contact with a physician, and 
what type of physician should 
be consulted for the problem. 

Infertility is generally de- 
fined as failure to conceive af- 
ter 12 months during which no 
contraception has been used. 

Consequently, the general 
recommendation has been to 
seek medical evaluation after 
one year of trying. However, 
this recommendation is not 
appropriate when the woman 
involved is 35 years old or 

The reason for this has to 
do with the significant decline 
in fertility potential as women 
age. At this time of life, an ag- 
gressive approach should be 
taken, especially for women 
who have no children. There- 
fore, women in this age group 
should seek consultation if 
they are not pregnant within 
six months of trying. 

By the time infertility has 
become apparent, most wo- 
men will already have estab- 
lished a relationship with a 
gynecologist. For those wo- 
men who have previously had 
children, this physician may be 
someone who has previously 
attended their pregnancy and 
delivery. It would seem obvi- 
ous to choose an evaluation by 
this trusted physician as a first 

Indeed, many fertility prob- 
lems respond to counseling 
and simple interventions such 
as corrections of problems 
with ovulation, and can be 
provided by the general gyne- 
cologist. 

Problems that are more 
complex in nature, however, 
should warrant a discussion of 
referral to a reproductive en- 
docrinologist, more common- 
ly known as a fertility special- 

The American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine has is- 
sued guidelines to practition- 
ers regarding the provision of 
services for couples with in- 
fertility. 

Level I refers to situations 
where the infertility is less 
than 2 years duration, the 
woman is less than 30 years 
old, there is no male factor, 
and there are no anatomical 
factors requiring correction. A 
general gynecologist may 


handle such cases initially. 

Level II care is for more 
longstanding cases, but where 
the infertility is less than 3 
years’ duration, the woman is 
less than 35 years old and un- 
complicated anatomical prob- 
lems, such as mild pelvic scar- 
ring, may exist. 

Generally, physicians pro- 
viding care at this level must 
have special training in infer- 
tility and have timely access 
(i.e. seven days a week) to all 
appropriate laboratory servic- 
es that might be required to 

Level in care is for couples 
that are older, have longstand- 
ing infertility and/or who re- 
quire assisted reproductive 
techniques, such as in vitro 
fertilization. 

Physicians providing care 
at this level should possess 
special certification in Repro- 
ductive Endocrinology, have 
access to appropriate laborato- 
ry services and have counsel- 
ing services available. 

The management of infer- 
tility may range from simple 
counseling or using oral med- 
ications to regulate hormonal 
cycles to highly complex 
medical and surgical interven- 
tions requiring a team of re- 
productive endocrinologists, 
urologists and embryologists. 

It is important for couples 
who are just confronting infer- 
tility to know that solutions 
exist for virtually every prob- 
lem. With time and appropri- 
ate expertise, nearly all will 
eventually achieve their goal 
of building a family. 

The physicians at Genesis, 
trained specialists in reproduc- 
tive endocrinology and infer- 
tility, have helped thousands 
of couples and individuals 
build families. 

The information provided 
in this article was a collabora- 
tive effort between the repro- 
ductive endocrinologists and 
clinical nursing staff at Gene- 
sis Fertility & Reproductive 
Medicine. Scientists, nurses, 
medical assistants and a clini- 
cal psychologist are on staff, 
all with special expertise in 
caring for infertile couples. 

The administrative and op- 
erational staffs that work with 
the health professionals at 
Genesis are dedicated to keep- 
ing your journey to parent- 
hood as smooth as possible. 
To that end, the Genesis center 
is open 365 days a year. 

To obtain further information 
about Genesis, please call (718) 
283-8600 or visit their Web site 
at www.genesisfertility.corn. 

Genesis is located at 1355 
84th St. in Brooklyn. 


Breastfeeding 
support at NYM 


- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

25 Schermerhorn St. (bet. Court & Clinton Sts.) 
Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 




New York Methodist Hospital 

New York Methodist 
Hospital is now offering a 
breastfeeding support group 
for mothers of newborn to 
3-month-old babies. The 
support group will offer 
nursing mothers the oppor- 
tunity to discuss questions 
or concerns with a certified 
lactation consultant, within 
a relaxed and welcoming 
atmosphere. 

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics and the U.S. De- 


partment of Health and Hu- 
man Services recognize that 
breastfeeding has numerous 
health advantages for both 
mothers and their newborn 
children. Proper breastfeeding 
can offer nutritional, immuno- 
logic, developmental, psycho- 
logical, social, economic, and 
environmental benefits. 

The free group at New 
York Methodist Hospital will 
take place on Thursdays from 
1:30 pm to 2:30 pm Registra- 
tion is required. For more in- 
formation or to register, please 
cab (718) 780-5081. 


The Brooklyn Papers are an ideal place to run your public notice. Our rates are extremely com- 
petitive. For information, call Celia Weintrob at (718) 834-9350 ext. 104. 
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ATTORNEYS 


YOUR COURT STREET LAWYER 

Hey! Someone pulled my credit report 


By Richard A. Klass, Esq. 
THE 

PENALTIES 

I f the person 
did so willful- 
ly or intention- 
ally, then the civil liabilities 
may be: 

Section 1681 n: Any person 
who willfully fails to comply with 
any requirement imposed under 
this subchapter with respect to 
any consumer is liable to that 
consumer in an amount equal to 
the sum of— 

(1) (A) any actual damages 
sustained by the consumer as a 
result of the failure or damages 
of not less than $100 and not 
more than $1,000; or 
(B) in the case of liability of a 
natural person for obtaining a 
consumer report under false 
pretenses or knowingly without 
a permissible purpose, actual 
damages sustained by the con- 
sumer as a result of the failure 
or $1,000, whichever is greater; 


(2) such amount of punitive 
damages as the court may 
allow; and 

(3) in the case of any success- 
ful action to enforce any liability 
under this section, the costs of 
the action together with reason- 
able attorney's fees as deter- 
mined by the court. 

If the person did so negli- 
gently, then the civil liabilities 

$ection 1681o: Any person 
who is negligent in failing to 
comply with any requirement 
imposed under this subchapter 
with respect to any consumer is 
liable to that consumer in an 
amount equal to the sum of— 

(1) any actual damages sus- 
tained by the consumer as a 
result of the failure; and 

(2) in the case of any success- 
ful action to enforce any liability 
under this section, the costs of 
the action together with reason- 
able attorney's fees as deter- 
mined by the court. 



Richard A. Klass, Esq., maintains a law firm engaged in general 
civil practice in Brooklyn Heights. He may be reached at (718) 
COURT-ST or RichKlass@courtstreetlaw.com for any questions. 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 






PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 


GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 



EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

, (718) 858-4250 

ifiS "We fight hard for you!" 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


To advertise call 
(718) 834-9350 



FOCUS ...We Can Help! 

• Child Support • Custody 
• Paternity • Maintenance • Visitation 
• Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to 
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars - Legal 
Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary - Newsletters - AND MORE! 


FOCUS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US 


Call Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Brooklyn (718) 596-1017 

Nassau (516) 433-6633 Suffolk (631) 854-0857 


Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 


Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 


111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 



30 Years Experience 
Fighting for Women’s Rights 

Rape and assault cases, accidents, 
on the job sexual harassment, 
negligent security, medical malpractice 

Free Consultation 

Jane N. Barrett & Associates 
189 Montague St., Suite 500 Bklyn Hts 
(718) 237-3400 Espanol/Francais 

ianebarrettlaw.com 
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REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Boerum Hill 

& subways. Hardwood floors, high 
ceilings. $2,1 00/mo. Caviar Real 

^ (718)855-4874 ER37 


Dyker Heights 

1 bedroom apt., new kitchen for 
rent immediately. $800. Credit 
check required. 

(917) 282-3279 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


To Share / Brooklyn 


Income Opportunity 

Earn $245 per week hosting interna- 
tional students in your home for a 
respected language school. Must 
have a safe, tidy home, an extra bed- 
room, and be a good host. 
For more information, contact 
homestayhostl ©yahoo.com. 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Fort Greene 

Restaurant For Sale. 

Prime location. 

Turn key operation. Immediate. 

Call (917) 496-3111 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


Dyker Heights 


(866) 381-5534 

www.rockbrothers.coin 


Kensington 




BANK REPO! 

3 Bedroom Home 

ONLY $40,000! 

Great Deal. Must See. 

For listings call: 
(800) 366-0142 xS222 


Bedford-Stuyvesant 
HOMES FROM $10,000! 
FORECLOSURES, VA, HUD, 
Bank Repos, Bankruptcies 
1-3 Bedrooms Available! 

For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 xS234 


Fort Greene 
Brooklyn Foreclosure! 

Homes from $1 99/mo I 
4% Down, 30 yrs @ 8%APR! 
For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 xS235 


Williamsburg 

FORECLOSURES! 

3 BED 1 BATH HOMES! 
ONLY $7,000! Great Deal! 
Won't Last. For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 x$233 


Brooklyn 

Buy a 5 Bedroom 
3 Bath HUD Home! 

Only $43,000! 

MU3T SEE! 

More homes avail, from $10,000. 

For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 x$232 


INSURANCE 


Co-ops, Condos, 
& Renters 

Call for free quote 
Charles Randazzo 
Exclusive Agent 

718-852-2003 

ALLSTATE® 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


AGENTS 


BUYING OR SELLING 
A HOME? 

Call: Joe Baglio 

MadisonEstates.com 



(718) 645-1665 

Ask for a FREE Market Analysis of your home. 
NO Cost or Obligation! 

“Put my experience to work for you!" 


IS IT TIME TO SELL? 

I would like to help you make this decision and 
guide you through the process. If you are interested in 
discussing options to sell your home please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Joe Cespuglio 

■ . ■ (718) 622-9300 x202 AGUAY© 

J lL (6 ^T 567cel1 HUEBENER 

a rty.com REALTY GROUP 

fax (718) 622-9380 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights *Carroll Gardens *Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill •Prospect Heights •Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill -Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


BROWN HARRIS STEVENS 

Established 1873 

WE BRING YOU RESULTS 


o 


Find out what a difference our combina- 
tion of experience, superior professionalism 
and top-flight marketing can make. When 
you buy or sell your home, we’ll bring you 
the results you are looking for. 


If you are thinking of buying or selling, please contact Sue Plots 
Brown Harris Stevens by phone: (718) 399-4122 or emi 
splotz@bhsusa.com. 

FIND OUT WHAT SETS US 
APART FROM THE REST 


HOUSES 


Move to a Suburb % -4/ 
a New Yorker can live in * ^ ^ 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• Tree-lined streets 

• Concerts in the park 

• Art galleries and theaters 

• Gourmet restaurants and cafes 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

Contact the Community Coalition 
for a free tour and information packet 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-CLOSE BY 


& 


Go West! Next Stop: 
Maplewood, NJ 

Your Brooklyn neighbors 
are already living here! 


Amy Patemite UllPGdODCC™ 

Sales Associate I I! A 


PARKING AVAILABLE 


SUNSET PARK TRUCK 
PARKING AVAILABLE 


ny Terminal (BAT) is offering $200 monthly outdoor truck 
secure and convenient Brooklyn locaton. Truck size limited 
ength and 1 2 feet in width, including cab and trailer. Larger 


To advertise in The Brookyn Papers Classifieds please call (718) 834-9350 


EMPLOYMENT 


Experience the 

rewards 

with every visit 



PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

Opportunities in Home Health Care 

Queens (Far Rockaway) and Brooklyn 


5 $3,000 


SIGN-ON <| 

BONUS UP TO H 
FORTARGETED POSITIONS 


vd Code BPG072206 1 t 


EVERY TUESDAY 

MANHATTAN 

1250 Broadway, 7th Floor 
(Comer of 32nd Street) 


Online: www.vnsny.org (preferred) 
E-mail: careers@vnsny.org 
Fax: 212-609-1980 • Call: I -866-VNS-TODAY 

lll||llll^ VisitingNurse Service Of New York 
WeBring The Caring Home ' 


Help Wanted 


Special Needs 
Educator 

port for 3rd - 6th grade students 
with Hebrew and Judaic studies. 
Also assist students with behavioral 
difficulties in the larger classroom 

with teacher and parents is expect- 
ed. Must have Master's Degree in 
Special Education and a solid back- 
ground in Hebrew and Judaic 
studeis. Hours: Sundays 9:30 AM - 
12:30PM and Wednesdays 4-6PM. 

Michael Churgel (718) 768-7414 or 
by email to 

mchurgel@cbebk.org. A30 


Research Interviewers 

Earn $75 to $100 for recruiting & con- 


health & emotions & physical activity. Will 
require door-to-door knocking. Please 
fax resume to: Jessy Pierre-Louis, Project 
Coordinaor at 718.246.6471. NO 


Help Wanted ■■ Help Wanted 


Medicaid Physical Activity Surveys 

Representatitive L °"9 lsland University is conducting SI 

r on physical activity habits of Caucasian rr 

between the ages of 40 to 59 and 
Caucasian women between the ages of 40 
to 54 residing in different areas of Brooklyn. 

If you qualify and complete the study, you will 

in a NYC hospital environment pre- 
ferred. Individuals will work on site 
at a NYC hospital and in the field to 
screen and enroll patients in 
Medicaid. 1st and 2nd shifts avail- 
able. Shift differnetial. Bi-lingual 
(SPANISH) Preferred! Full time or 

Marta at (973) 614-0101. A30 


Men's Health Surveys 


4336 and ask for Code: J 


Business Oppty 


Now Hiring for 2006 
Postal Jobs 

$18/hr starting, Avg Pay $57k/yr 
Federal Benefits 
Paid Training and vacations. 

No experience needed. 

1-800-584-1775 Ref# P5802 


Be Your Own Boss 

Unlimited income potential marketing 
Independent Associate. 

1-877-507-9514 A29 


SERVICES & MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Automotive II Cleaning Services II Instruction 


BUY POLICE 
IMPOUNDS! 

Cars from $29/mo! 
36 months @ 8.5%APR! 

For listings call 

800-366-0124 xN762 


Hondas from $500! 

Toyotas, Chevys, Jeep, 
Fords & More! 
Cars/Trucks/SUVs 
from $500 

For listings call 

800-366-0124 xN760 


2000 Pontiac 
Grand AMSE $300! 
1995 Ford Escort $400! 

For listings call 

800-366-0124 xN761 


Cleaning Services 


M,£ J 1urp[]y l £ iJHaiitsI 


Gift Certificates Available 

718-279-3334 

W36/40/29-3C 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


100% Guaranteed 


AAA PLUS 
SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 


(646) 523-5535 
(718) 251-3447 


catch 

com? ^ 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 
Cleanup / Backup* 

‘original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Removal - Stystem and Hardware Upgrades, 


Permanent Hair Removal 
by Certified Public 
Electrologist, CPE 

New home studio, state-of-the-art 
equipment, practicing the blend- 
thermolysis. Comfortable, sterile & 
private atmosphere. Reasonable 
rates - $1/minute; and savings pro- 
gram available. Free Consultation. 
$5 off first appointment. 

Call Joan (718) 265-2001 
Cell (347) 341-9304 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


Bands available 

718-768-3804 


Internet Services 


www.ilandz.com 

Sell - Buy - Auction 
Advertise, Place classifieds 
Upload pictures. 

All free! free! free! 


Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home 8c Garden Decor, Aromather- 

All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 
CLEARANCE SALE - Doctors office 


Items Collectibles. Sat. July 29th, 10am- 
6pm. Rain Date: Sunday, July 30th. No 
Early Birds Please. 75 Coffee St. 
between Richards & Van Brunt. (347) 
432-3672. 


Merchandise Wanted 


rn Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

“ LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 



^rsHOIVIE 

IMPROVEMENT 

continued from back page 


Carpets & Rugs 


NO 


Payment Low Low Prices! 

or interest Reade»riJ & Commerce 

f I BUY TODAY, INSTALL TODAY OR TOMORROW 

Tor a year! SPECIALS FOR SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES 


• Frizze • Shag • Berber • Nylon • Wall to Wall Carpets 
• Area Reugs • Runners • Linoleum • Vertical Blinds 

• Wood & Laminate Floors • Free shop at home service 

Wellington Carpet & Rug Co. Inc. 

718-951-3700 • 5000 Kings Highway Brooklyn w 


Excellent Roofing & Contracting 

24 Hour Emergency Service • FREE ESTIMATES • Commercial & Residential 

• Home Improvements • Flat Roofs • Cold Tar 

SPECIALISTS IN 

• Siding • Soffit • Skylights • Aluminum • Spanish Tiles • Slate Roofs 

718-698-7777 

All Repairs Guaranteed • Licensed & Insured w36 


, -Ed 

j] Interiors 


Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


limn Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 

Call (718) 332-7041 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould, 
and tinted plaster. Skim coating 
& domes and vaulted ceilings. 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 


Expert Plastering 

Ornamental Plastering 
Custom Painting • Faux Finishes 
Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hardwood 
Excellent References Est 1975 • Free Estimates 

Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 A30 27 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* BoilersA/Vater Heaters 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ B Plumbing SB 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 * Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT ROORNG 


(718) 382-4449 asi 


Rubbish Removal 


Alva J Rubbish Removal 

"WE DO CLEAN OUTS" 


(718) 946-9027 


Ur' 


lember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 


ADAX 

WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES 


917-533-8306 


A-l TREE SERVICE 

Lowest Prices • Free Estimates 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Firewood • Free Woodchips 
Pruning • Sukkah Clearance 

(718) 663-6604 

j jc TREE SERVICE 

No job too big or small 

Tree removal, pruning, 
stump grinding 

Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured 

(718) 896-2158 • Cell (917) 721-5356 

Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

20 Years Experience 

Trees, Backyards, Gardens. Tree Cabling 


1-2-3 Men w/Trcick & Van 

Any Job - Reliable & Guaranteed 
Stairs Specialist at no X-tra cost 
Low Low Rates 

We Do Clean-outs 

Call Joe (646) 721-2030 


Upholstery 



Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 



D.B.L. Roofing Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
25 Hands on Experience 

All work PrXs e sLallyrpplPed a by n Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 
(718) 312-2387 A3 , 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

"^T" 1 4^5“45 40 FS 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consul- 
ate wodynanshijpince 1959. the 
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^s»s HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Custom Decks 

• Roof Decks • Deck Refacing 

• Trex Easy Care 
> A.C.Q. Pine 

• Hardwoods 

Licensed * Power Washing • P.V.C. Decking 

Bonded * Insured 1-800-983-DECK 

fffpilHHBBl (1-800-983-3325) 

www.1800983deck.com 718-227-2629 



BfDBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 

• "No Surprise" Protection • 24 hour / 7 day Service 

• 100% Guaranteed • Clean, Courteous Service 

www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 
CALL NOW... Help is On the Way! 


1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


WE WANT YOUR SMALL JOBS! 

We understand how hard it is to find 
respectable, clean, and caring contractors. 


| Christopher Jon Call 7 1 8-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChriitJon.com^ 


A40/30-27^^ 


SURE THING 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 


Robert P. Caccamo 


718-249-6928 


Home Improvement 
Classifieds 
Now Online! 


iT^oklyn 

^ papers. c 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 


JUST 

ZrTxRCHueCTURe 
(718) 855-1237 


Bathrooms & Tile 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

a brand new tub 


«allc 


(866) 399-TUBS 




John 
Costelloe 

Plumbing and Tile Work. Toilets, 
faucets and shower bodies 
replaced. Specializing in tile jobs 
- f ar ge and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Fax # (718) 987-3935 






Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
Marble, etc. 


I L. 


Wood Specialties 


Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 
www.warsaw-painting.com 


Closets Plus 

less than a day. Deal clirectly with 
installation. Licensed and insured. 

S«e (718) 448-8556 mm 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ALECTRA INC. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


mi 


Cali Nick (718) 331-3210 


P fl( r ELECTRICAL 
LVL CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 


Hi-Hats Air Condition lines 
5% senior discount 
Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 A45 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 



Contractors & Construction 

A38/30-26 

CT 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• Bathrooms Jobs are Owner Supervised "Roofing 

• Custom Kitchens • Siding 

• Finished Basements VVe have been CuIt^D^ks 

• Custom Carpentiy doing 3 great job .Additions 

• Dry Wall for OVer ten vears "Dormers 

Sound Improvements 
Sound Investments™ 

Sound Proof 

your 2-family home. 

avallone interiors, inc. 
7 1 8-499-4820 soundimprovementsnyc.com 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


T. A LAM 

Home Improvement 


(718H36-4469/ (718) 436-5068 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

CARPENTER 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Windows • Decks 

• Plastering • Painting 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 

HARDWOOD 

Flooring Specialist 


(917) 400-6028 


Free Estimates 


Handy 

Home Improvement 

One Call Does It All 
Windows-Doors 
Kitchens-Baths 
Basement Additions 
Concrete-Stucco Work 
Quality Work 
Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

646-261-3267 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Kitchen & Bath our Specialty 


S&M Contruction 


Free Estimates • Call Masir 

OFFICE: (718) 368-3699 
CELL: (347) 267-4524 
Lic#l 120526 & Insured a36 

Alternative 

Carpentry 

“Carpentry Demands Accuracy” 

212-777-9646 A34 

Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WOR< 9 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


MAXIMUM 

Construction Works, Corp. 
Brownstone Specialist 


Roofing & Waterproofing 
Kitchens & Baths 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

347-245-5419 

Lic#1 083706/Insured 


list. All phases of Restoration, 
:nce. Licensed & Insured. Free 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Tiling • Painting 

• Plastering • Sheetrock 

• Electrical • Basements 

•Woodflooring ‘Closets 

• Replacement Windows 

No Job too Small or too Big 

Free Estimates 

Lic.#1200619 & Insured 

(917) 974-3625 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN • PRODUCTS • REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


'w.knockoutrenovi 


Dream Catcher 
Construction 


(718) 462-2200 


nURahmann 
Contracting Co. Ltd. 


718-462-2480 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior 8c Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


, Chris Mullins 

® General Contracting 


Waterproofing 

F e ‘ 778-276-8558“^, 

Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
mg, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 


Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 
Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 


Total Property Services , Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


GET RESULTS! 

To Advertise in the 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 


Exterminators 


W 


«Sb 

Residential & 

Commercial save a Sample 
Since 1 969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 
COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 
Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 
TRAPPING 

Squirrels • Cats • Raccoons 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPE OF FENCES 

Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC, 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, 

6CU NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles To Choose From 


Floor Maintenance 


Hardwood Floois 


718-972-1984 


Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
S2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 

Call Tim (347) 278-0331 


E 8c S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

p ^ S 718 d 720-2555 * 


Gardening 


^-*|ar< 


Garden Design - Installation - Maintenance 

Kelly Boyle 
718-554-1589 


dig 

gardening'—^ 

design & maintenance for 
rooftops, terraces, 
gardens &? containers 

(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


- i“IT’S SUMMER” 

Keep Your Garden Blooming! 
Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Handyman ED 

Painting <& Fix It 
Reasonable Rates 
Quality Work 
Brownstone Experience 

(917) 478-6730 


* 1 

718 - 745-1399 

Pantries & laundry rooms too! 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 


CALL NED 


Interior Decorating 


Casa Di Murano Inc. 

Finest Flome Decor from Italy 
Chandeliers • Mirrors • Clocks 

By appt. only • Park Slope loc. 

718-369-9885 

www.CasaDiMuranoInc.com 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718 - 435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

padded Free. Courteous, reliable 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


fflB! Licensed & Insured «© H 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Platinum 
lLan .Lines 


Brooklyn, NY 11219 

DOT: 33035 USDOT: 686530 
Local & Long Distance 


718-259-3030 

Serving * Bay Ridge * Bensonhurst * 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 

Call (Ti e 8) & 339-2295 

Also garbage disposal handled 
ICC #447103 A3E 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

and Reliable 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 4 , g 




We do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

Packing materials • Fully insured 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


A4cu. 


intaln mtvers 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT it T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 


Complete Apt. & Home 


718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


718-439-7309 


Home Improvement Section 


Joseph Prestia" 

General Contracting 

• Bathrooms Completely Remodeled • Kitchen & Finished 

Heating & Mechanical 

• Gas Boilers • Water Heaters • Boiler Rewiring & Trouble Shooting 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


Movers (Licensed) 


OFFICIAL MOVING _ 
^ STORAGE, INC.- 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
== MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CALL US! 


• FREE Tape And Packing Paper 
Boxes With Every Interstate Mi 




• NO CHARGE For Weekends 

• NO CHARGE For Holiday or Overtim. 

• NO CHARGE For Stairs 

• NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 

• NO CHARGE For Crating 

• NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 

• NO CHARGE For Pianos 

Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week. 
Call us. Fully Licensed & Insured / Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


| MOVING YOUR WA Y 

Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

licensed; insured 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Boiler Blowout Extravaganza! 

Don’t wait til next winter when your boiler breaks down, 
“e prepared. Take advantage and pay later, much later . 



Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 


Serving 

^New York and? 
New Jersey 
For Over 
, 20 Years _ 


• Burglar Alarms 

• NYC Recognized Fire Alarm Systems 

• Central Station Monitoring 

• Video Surveillance/CCTV 

• Intercom Systems 




Commercial, Industrial & Residential 


Specializing in HONEYWELL/ADEMCO Wireless Security Solutions 


Already have a Security System? No Problem!! 

VJe service, monitor and maintain existing security systems. 
Our extensive experience enables us to confidently provide 
service to older, legacy security systems. 

Licensed By: 


We Are Fully Insured 

~ (718) 921-3795 H 

See us on the WEB www.metro-pro-tek.com 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call; 718 - 893-4006 




flMiMJLILi 

7^CUT-TREE 


A Division of Dragonettie Bros. Landscaping 



Office: 71 8 896 21 58 Cell: 91 7 721 5356 

Ask Juan Se habla espanol 





































